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An Attempt to reſtore the Enouian Tongue Y' 
to its ancient Purity, 5 


« I : 4 


And to correct, as well as expoſe, the e 
Style, hard Words, and abſurd Phraſeology 
ok many late Writers, and particularly of 


Our Excrisn LextPHANES, the Ra LE ns = 


'Y Whoſe ordinary rate of Spe peech 8 
= Loftineſs of Sound is tick; OS 1 : 
| A Babylon Dialect, „„ = = 
Which learnec Pedants 3 Fee _— 
* It is a parti- colour d en, „ 8 : 1 
| Of patch'd and py-bald Languagess _ © 
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LORD LYTTELTOM. 


8111 


Mr Lonp,. 


ed che aracter, to whoſe protection and 
floſtering care, I might commit the 
following performance, which ſtands 
ſiogreatly in need of it, not only as it is 
0 Produckion of a nameleſs author, 
| but becauſe it combats many invete- 
Tate prejudices of the age and nation 
' we live in, and likewiſe attacks ſome 
1 reputations eſtabliſhed ſo firmly i in the 
opinions of moſt men, xhat they may 
te if ou 


4 2 | could 


” 5 * 
*. 3 N 8 bl 


\ N looking round me, Gala 
the world, for ſome diſtinguiſh- 


- * 


* : 
f 


* jought 1 in no Om” 1 are, 5 


i DEDICATION. 
could think of no one to whom 1 could © 


dialogue. In the next place, x 
learned and animated writer as your - || 
' Lordſhip undoubtedly is, you are the — | 
_ pureſt and chaſteſt of any Iknow now 

living, and the remoteſt from that af 


at once the diſgrace and characteriſtic 
of the age. Therefore it was moſt. 

| natural for me, an humble follower, 
of aur own common and great origina f 
and a declared advocate for the purity 
and ſunplicity of language, to pitch, _ | 
upon your Lordihip for a Patron, who: 1 
are the beſt imitator of the or 
rather a moſt beautiful original in 2 
Path he has only ſhewn you, and give 


addreſs it with ſo much propriety as to 


your Lordfhip. And that for ſeveral 


reaſons. In the firſt place, your Lord. 
ſhip is the beſt and happieſt imitator 
of Lucian our nation has yet produced. 
and you have, with a peculiar felicity, 

hit off the natural air and turn of his 


fectation and Lexipbaniciſi vrhich are 


9 or | 
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example of the other. 5 + 349 8p i 
But there was another Sete Ei, 
1 hack at the time influenced me even 
more thaw. this;. and made me think 
e preſent” addreſs, not only a matter 
of propriety in regard to myſelf, but 
alſo a ſort of debt or attonement due 
td your Lordſhip. I beg leave to ex- 
plain myſelf. I have been all my life- 
time very little converſant with authors 
tat can ſtrictly be called modern; (for 
even Swift is now to be looked upon as 
a kind ef ancient) and I reckon. it my 
+ great. happineſs to have been ſo. I had 
3 indeed heard, for who that dabbles in- 
|}! books has not, of the EXCELLENT 


| RAMBLER, the great Mr. $S—[ 
: . 1 had likewiſe ſeen, bis vo- 


. | lumes on a bookſeller 8. counter, or a 
friend's table, and had ſometimes taken 


them up with an intention to peruſe 
apaper or fo, but was never able to 
| 80 3 taſk; for being preſent- | 

2 3 ä 
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en writings, the beſt T 
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ly diluted with the 9 _ af. 
fectation in every page, L could not: 
help throwing them doumn with a con- 
tempt and indignation, which, per- 
aps, the defects of the language ex- 
eepted, might be very undeſerved. At. 
aſt, during a long voyage at ſea, 
When I had acceſs. to no other Engliſh _ 
books but what I had been long ac 
quainted and very familiar with, ex- 
*cepting the Ramblers which happened - 
_ accidentally to be on board, in order to- 
divert the idle and folitary hours un 


avoidable i in that fort of life, I was in a | 


manner obliged to read them, which |; 


accordingly E did with great care and. . 
attention. F immediately perceived, 5 
and was very forceably ſtruek with the 

ſtrong reſemblance there ſubſiſts be- 
tween Mr. — that 


's character, and 
of the Limouſin ſcholar in Rabelais, 
and of Lexiphanes in Lucian. '' And I 


concluded, that an imitation of the 


* 
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latter would be admirably well ſuited | 
pc 8 3 ö to. 5 
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to e * fue u caſte et e 5 
mannerof writing; and that it might {2M 
llſo be of eminent uſe to letters, by de- 
erying that abſurd Lexiphanick ile, 
which from the great and univerſal re- 
putation this Pedant enjoyed, I reaſon=. © 
: ably. imagined had become faſhionable. 135 
among us, and might, in a ſhort time, 
bring on an entire decline and corrup- _ 
tion, nay, a total alteration of our lan- 
guage, as had been the. caſe, with the. 7239 
Roman tongue under the Emperors. To 
_ Therefore, as ſoonasI had an oppar= _ 
” tunity, I ſet about the following 1 work. : 
with all the diligence and application 1 
Was maſter of.” In the courſe of it, be- 1 
ſides Mr. ] — n ,I carefully peruſed; 8 
it may Gly be ſaid, for the firſt time, 
what: other modern writings came in 8 
| my way; and I generally: found them 
1 more or leſs Lexiphanicł in proportion 
di the ſhare of fame and reputation 
tide — nn 2 [> Is now. | 
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| written n Dialogues of the Dead, in. imi- 
_ | tation of Lucian, and that T had heard 
tem Highly applauded: I hope your 

Lordſhip will forgive me, for I can 
hardly forgive myſelf, if I concluded. 
not having then read them, that thoſs 
appflauſes might be owing, partly to 
kgheir author's quality. and exalted ſta- ; 
tion, but much more to their Læxipha- 
nic in, or being written in. compliance 
with the reigning taſte of the times. 
I was ambitious, like the young Aſca- 
nius, who, hunting with his father 
= Eneas and Dido, ! 5 
Dari pecora inter inertia votis | 
: 38 Optat aprum, aut fulvum deſcendere- „„ 
2Y mo te leonem. 5 5 
Lebought your Lordſhip works ay a „ 
much nobler object of Criticiſm, tham 
even the great Mr. I- |} 
if Ihould not be able to extract a 
dente, from the eee, ae, as cho . 
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to have the occaſion of re erring to 

them frequently in the notes, and Sf 

ing rhetorical flouriſhes on their au- 

| thor, who profeſſing to imitate Lucian, 
| had ſo imperfectly ſtudied that great 

| original, and ſo little profited by his 
excellent Dialogue of Lexiphanes, and 

his admirable Eſſay on che _ man- 
ner of writing hiſtory. 8 4 


With fach views, and with ſuch e ex 


pectations, I immediati 


y had! recourſe 


do your Dialogues. But it was not 


- long before I found myſelf greatly diſ- 
appointed, and difappointed i in a moſt 


agreeable manner. Inſtead: ef being 1 


able to ſhew them, pardon the free-- 
dom of the expreſſion, as afort of ſcare- 
crow or beacon a warning for others to 
avoid their faults; I pereeived the) 
were a model of 3 imitation, a pattern 
Tor all to follow; and was ſoon made 

Enſible, I muſt be myſelf with. 
1 47 a "EEE and Hl imita- | 
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hours before, I thought to haw made 
the obje& of my critieiſms . : 
But if this were a ſmall 3 5 
it was ſoon followed by a much more 
ſenſible pleaſure... IEF could not expoſe „ 
your Lorditp's writings as a warning 
to others, I found L could do what v wag | 
much: more for, my purpoſe, ſupport 
my own opinion by their great and 
unqueſtioned authority... The paſſage 
have in view, iB. ſo appoſite to the ſub- 
ject in hand, and coincides © entirely 
with my own ſentiments, that I can- 
not refiſt the temptation of quoting it, : 
notwithſtanding it may be thought 
ſomewhat improper. in an addreſs. to 
pour Lordſhip. It is in the Dialogue be- 
deem Nliny the Elder, and Pliny. che 
MM Younger, where the: uncle. ſays to the 
Y ene O15 aft: 
5 — Tour . 1 think, 
* the ſame fault as your, manners: it 
* Was. gen erally to Mecled. 5 You 
. e to make eee W 


7 4 5 
5 K * 
\ 


** * = 
oro 
: LO 
P 
} 
| ö . 
* 


A „ 
+ = 5 
$ ' 4-4 * 
— 
* p 


w- 
— —— ü ˙ . «.. . ˙¹ 1A — — 
, „ 8 A 


a 


ei 


DE DIL 
4 and pattern. 


and e, raiſed and dignified wit | 
. 11 the majeſty of the moſt ſublime 6 8 
Oratory: the latter appears the has 
1 e a of aflorid Rhetorician; more 
5 s tc ſhane. and t 9 00 MW 1 


« ey ae Sr: 


virtues 


. ne een of my kfe or wyvrit- 
„ ings: They might both have been 
better, if I had not been too ſoliei- 


„tous to render them perfect. It iss, 


4 Perhaps, ſome excuſe for the affec-- . 1 


tation of my ſtyle, that it was che“ 
5 4 faſhion of the age In w 25 * [ Mean 3 


Even the eloquence of Tacitus, 


N however nervous and fublime, was? 1 


not unaffected. Mine, | 
| *% 0 


„ his Prnewitcle WE AG Saas | 
nd your's upon Trajany"t the. firſt . 
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« poſitions A more original air. But it 
* wtifying to me, to ſay much 
this ſubject. Permit me there 
2 bre, to reſume the contemplation 
of that on which our eee. 
turned before. ahi 
And here I am fe f < 5 ache: nature: of 
the ſubject, which is the famous _— 
tion of Veſuvius, wherein the 
| Pig dann! tas ok prevented your r pro- 
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riſt of Trajan, but Gavolyys1 it could 
not be ſo to the nabe author a the 


ae his aſhes; inn given fo 
rious examples of the natu- 


ifetior - band to niet! it. 
n yer 1 Wege whe ae, upon 


Vo would have to cope weithill.: | 
believe me, as there is not. in nature a 
1er, a more flFfufficient and con- 3 
cited, ſo there'carinot be a more 
feeling animal than a veteran Lexi, 
phanes. His ſenſations are naturally 
d dull and obtuſe, that I queſtion muck 
_ me would. W che aſl affected by | 
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gagainſt yourſelf; for in the cloſe of. 
5 that dialogue, where you aſſign 1 
| different, provinees : to thoſe tw! 


— — 


NE — — 


as to Doctor Swift yc 


 licateand defined ous fs much like 


that of pom peas b which 28 MU have 


_ as-:example. in Medina dh ogue 


between Swift and hin 2 £4 \ | 12 N 
have already determined this ar ticle. 


* * +» 


wits, you would have cc Addifon * em- | 


and charitable mirrour, which would 
bring to their ſight their hidden excel- 
lencies, and put them in a temper fit 
for Elyſium.” And this indeed ſeems 
to be the humane and benevolent pur- 
40 of your Lordſhipis Work. Wllere- 

ou < allot the taſk _ 
"0 humbling the arrogant Hero, the 


© Dialogrer 6f he Dead, page z. 


Vain: 


ployed in comforting thoſe whoſe deli>- 
cate minds are dejected with too pains» 
Ful a ſenſe of ſome infirmities in their 
nature; and hold up to them His fair 


agree: with m me, e eee * 1 
the petulant overbearing Pedant re- 
quires as much as any of the other 


: characters, the ſevere, laſhes. of that: . of 
| rod, which draws. bload at every, . 
role. It is for this reaſon, ſupported 


by your great authority, and Perhaps 
from a more cogent one ſtill, i it 's being 
better adapted to my own. temper and 
Aon tion, that I have choſen the 
rough and coarſer, manner of Swift, or 
rather Lucian... as 5 
But to return from "this age 


wh. cannot be altogether. 1mperti=- 8 ; 


nent, as moſt of it is taken from your 
Lordſhip; Lmuſtadd, that I no ſooner 


found myſelf deceived, in ſuppoſing 0 


you tainted with Lexiphanici/m, Which 
.Lneed not inform you, literally ſigni - 
ies that /hining affected diction, you ſo 
juſtly condemn, | than 1 determined, 3 
News this F ever be made aub-. 
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1 ora 7 injuſtice PE” bad — you, 
and that only in my thoughts, to 
inferibe it to: your i en an to. 

as your ir Rich rank and ality —— 


i] not have deterred me from criticiſing: 


| your works, had 1 found occaſion ; ſo 
it is not that alone, but your great 
merit and excellence, your acknow- 
ledged ſuperiority as a writer, that has 
n a manner extorted this addreſs from 
But it has at the fame time 
bolded me, not only to aſk, but 
even to expect your patronage and 
protection. For after all, my Lord, it 
is in reality more your buſineſs than 
mine. I have nothing to loſe, I am 
only a volunteer in the cauſe, and can 
hope for nothing, but a ſmall ſhare of 
0 the ſpoil; whereas you, confidered as: 
an author, have a very great eſtate at 
flake; I mean that honeſt fame, and 
T well 80 reputation in letters, 
Seas ʒEñ;j .  mn_ 


That, you ought! not t 
Z gr Ee thoſe 
_ thoſe Paby Res of Triads An ky 2 
ternions, and L know not — to- 
carry all before them in N gen] 
they have lately done, and to: Uaauc 
_ themſelves and the publick, thakth ” 
are the only authors wortloogard; nth | 
tthat their uncouth traſh. is the ſole 
ſtandard of perfection 1 in the Engliſh 
gue. There me Teens 
between 4 pure: and n 
ſuch as your Lordſhip, and a Lexiphas 
nes, as there is between an ebene 
and a rhinocends.” When hey 


* 


| moſt mm chan is Lenka firſt, 
for the other often holds him too cheap, 


f and e is never at an end * 


1 
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9 E 10A T „ 
ſtance of. 5 

your being a man. of fortune and qua- 
lity, will procure you worſe quarter 
from thoſe Lexiphaneſes, than a meer 
adventurer would have: The reaſon + 
18 this. 4 They are all, excepting the. 
boys juſt raw from the univerſity, au- 


Beſides,, the very circum 


mors by profeſſion; and they reckon. 
a gentleman who writes, or in TINS 
language of the ſhop, makes a 


an interloper who takes ſo ene of i 
their trade out of their hands. They 

would much rather have his cu thanks 
than his aſſiſtance in what they all 5 


profeſs, the: improvement and i 


tion of the reader. They look upon 
him with no friendlier eyes, than a tay= —_ 
Jor would on a man of faſhion, Who 
| ſhould: take a fancy to cut. aut e 
make up his own cloaths.. . ts 


But that the 


entertain a e 


he ſpite- againſt noble authors, I ſhall 

give your: Lordſhip a very pregnant. 

Proof, and ſhew you, from the fate 
. . „ of 


_ 


* 
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of others, what yo have reaſon to. * 
[me and chotgh I may think thetl, 7 
from their moral tendency and the ex, 
'eellent political inſtruction contained 
in them, of more general benefit than 
the productions of either Sheffield, > 
Duke of Buckingham, or Granville, 
Lord Lanſdown; yet, in reſpect to ele- 
gance and purity of ſtyle, there are few 
that can be deemed fuperior- On the 
. contrary, I am afraid, the higheſt | 
praiſe any modern writer can now: wh 
reaſonably: aſpire to, is not to be ex=- _ 
 celled in theſe articles by them. And 
yet that dogmatical Pedant, who 18 i 
1 Hero, or rather the Butt in the 
following Dialogue, talking of the 
mall damage hei imagines Letters have 
ſuſtained by the loſs of authors; once 
famous in their day, comforts us, by 
fuppoſing, he does not tell us för What 
reaſon, they might he only the Shef. 
” fields and Granvilles of their times; 
e „ won. 
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0 o * 
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: {L wonder, when his hand was in, he 
did not add Clarendon, Temple, Dor 
ſet, in a word, every man of ra K A 
fortune, who ever put pen to paper, he 
might have done it with equal juſtice ; 
and then proceeds very gravely to- 
inform us, poſterity will wonder, by 
what chance or accident, ſuch men- 
ever came to acquire any reputation. 

Theſe Noblemen, my Lord, for the 
385 ein and encouragement they af- 
forded to Letters, and for the honour- _ 
they did them by their practice and: 


example, were highly and juſtly. cele- 


brated by all their rival and cotempora=- | 
xy wits, and by none more than the two: 
greateſt our nation ever produeed, Dry 
den and Pope, one of whom, at leaſt,, 
can never be ſuſpected of flattery. By: 
| him too your Lordſhip has.been greatly: 


celebrated; for te other was gone long: 


before you appeared; and yet both have 
not ſaved your predeceſſors: from tho 


ene of. this Preſumaptuous Pedant. 5 


| 5D 1 CAT 0 *. 
— 


ord, from the care and poliſh- 


ing J perceive you have beſtowed | on 


pour writings, you muſt have been 
ſomewhat earneſt about their ſucceſa, 
and that reputation you have taken 
ſuch pains to acquire, you cannat but 
| wiſh to preſerve. Nor can you be in- 
different about che language of your 


native country, chat country vou love 


ſo much, of which youare ſo bright E 
An ornament, and whoſe excellent con- 
Nitution you have illuſtrated, explain- 
£d and defended, both 1 in your pub- . 
lick ang pres capacity with ſo 3 5 : 


Name of Mr. In, rho ww | 
befides the 8 8 1 of being author 
of, what 3 is believed, the only Gram= 


mar and Dictionary; we yet have, not | 


to mention many works of others, all 
in the ſame ſtrain, and much applaud- 155 
ed and ſought after, are propoſed with 
great confidence to the publick, not 
_ By We man HRW" but by his 


numerous 


numerous en wok als mY 
he beſt model of writing, and the only ö 
ſtandard of purity and elegance in the. 
Engliſh tongue; and what is worſe, 
are actually thought to be ſo by nine 
readers of ten in the nation. Hence 
the queſtion plainly comes to this re- 
ſult: Whether we fhall continue to 
write and ſpeak the language tranſmit-. 
ted down to us by our anceſtors, who. 
have hardly derived more honour to 
their country, from their numberleſs 
victories obtained, and | gallantexploits 
performed 4 in every quarter of the 
3 globe, than from their inimitable writ- 
ings in every branch of - ſcience. and. 
literature ; -or whether we ſhall adopt, 
I will not lay a new language, but a 
| barbarous jargon, attempted to be im 
poſed upon us, by a few Schookmaſ- . 
ters and Pedants, who owe all their 
: credit to their petulance and i impu - 
dence, who. are equally ignorant of — 


books and „ and who. think they, | 
3 — have 
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" Habe don OSS : 

| tack'd an Engliſh termination to 
Latin word; and have huddled Kt les 
a parcel of quaint-unmeaning atv 

whoſe only effect is to make the ſtup 


h re, and ery *trs mighty fine. 


be partly done to heighten its humour, 
yet Imuſt confeſs, that ſuch were in a 
great meaſure my real ſentiments at 
dhe time. But Iince, and within theſe 
few months, I have ſeen many late 
„ performances, written in a pure and 
many ſtyle, and which I have the 
pleaſure to ſee from the number of 
their editions, have met with deſerved 
ſucceſs. From hence, and from ſome 


bother circumſtances, I incline to be- 


eve, ſhat i he true taſte and Lexipbani- 
0 en, are at e apr 8 40 on a 


hi hk they pr 


- *Tis true, that in the Dialogue I 
o ws repreſented the overthrow of Lex= 


iphaniciſi as a very deſperate under- 
taking indeed. And chough this might 
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thrown into the right ſcale, would at 
once decide the buſineſs. And this 
3 e is ſo proper, or has. ſo 
| much. intereſt to throx a as your 
140 enn 

5 Beſides, 8 * Ae for 
Plainnęſi and A e be We out- 


5 armed with a weapon, ER tho Lex 
W againſt which, hag + at 1855 
fame time no defence. It is not grave, 
aſoning from the genius of our 

language, the authority of our beſt . 
Vriters, and o forth; for 1 in that 
caſe, you would ſoon be © overpowered | 
: . a torrent rt hard word and 8 rms. 
would denne ee 5 ae int 


e eo 1 have therefore Z 
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| © luna peice a | 
| ay Lord, whoſe concern it deg es 8 
; much to be, can eaſily recommend * 
the taſk to another, who may poſſeſs 4 f 

: happier talents, and perform it in a 
more ſatisfactory manner. As for me, 
I ſhall account it ſufficient honour, to 
| have flarted the game, tho? I ſhould 
be thrown out in the chace, and. 
| ſhould not even | be ey at the | 
death. TD] * — 
Having wvubled” you fo 1 1 
muſt conclude this Addreſs as abrupt * 
; ly as it began, indulging, at the fame : 
time, a favourite piece of vanity, by | 
declaring, in this publick manner, 
that I have the good ſenſe, taſte wd = 
Judgment, o ;;iʒ oO 
3 Your Lordſhip 3 15 x 5 Wes : 
_ Sincere Adinivess = + = 
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performance, is ſo fully ſet forth in the 
Title and Dedication, that little more need be 


ſaid of it in the preface. - But I think is wot 


amiſs to inform the Reader, that this Dia- 


logue, together with the Sale of Authors; and 
ſſeme other imitations of Lucian, was compoſed 
about three years ago in one of our American 
; Colonies,” as is well known to many. in 4 that 


country. Some friends, and one genti 


on E 105 1 intention | If the folltwing - 


part: cular, to whom I lay under many erber : 


obligations, and perhaps owed both leifurt and 
ſpirits to reſume ſome long-interrupted t 
wellLnigb forgotten ſtudies, thought fo well of 7 
the plan, and approved of the. intention fo 
much, that they attempted getting it printed _ 


at the time and place where it was firſt writ- 


ten; and with this view, and at their requeſt, 
I put it in the ſtate it now is. How this AH. 


tempt. came nat to ſucceed, is immaterial, "and; _ 


* ner its becauſe ſome things {eps to have 


EY PRE 
"DEP "Joy written for that ti me, and ſeme authors. 


Ferre taken notice 
tvere then at the boy gbi of their reputation. 
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. Fbad alſo begun and made ſome Progreſs in 
a preface wherein I endeavoured to account for 
be late manifeſt decline of taſte and good writ: - 


ing among us, and 10 propaſe ſome remedies 
for the ſame... Bu finding I had not ligbls 


Sufficient to execute ſuch a taſk as it ought to 


Lues and ibat were it n done, it Wo] be much 
400 large Vor the work it was intended to in- 
troduct into the world, J left it unfiniſhed; 3 
and now find that what I had written is en- 


tirely loſt, owing o ſome of thoſe. many acc 

dents. unavoidable. in a wandering unſettled 
life. I wonder, indeed, the following papers 
1eſcaped the ſame fate, baving been careleſsly 


1Zoff about, and altogether neglected by me for 


: above {X00 years Pal. I doubt not but Lexi. - 
phanes' s- janizaries and admirers may very 

«<vittily ſuggeſt, it would have been no damage 
if they had; be this however as it may, on re- 
viſing. them now for the preſs, I choſe to let 


them go as found them, with the addition of 
dong a few notes. Not that 1 would bereby 


inſinnate, T think them faultleſs ; ; on the con- 


ed. T am — the Rhapſody is rather-too | 
1 Jong, 
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as ee to hy thatis to e it ii r be) 


I Forty Lexiphanick, F [may uſt ie pre | 


Jon. There are, moreover, à few looſe pa 4. ( 
| ages in it, which I am ſorry may be thought © 
fo require an apology. But they are wrapt up 
in fuch # mit eſ hard words, that to ⁹n t 
au them, requires a cloſer intimacy wi -. 


: Lexiphanes, than methinks at. fine lady ought 
10 have. Beſides, the original i 15 influitty 3 
more licentious than the copy. 7 bis uaturally- | 
led me into them at firſt, But th true Teaſon i 
4 why, on 4 reviſal, T retained them, is wha 
” follows, | 2 * really thought the apphing thoſe 

cant words and affected phraſes, in that 
| ſenſe, was the beſt way of ridiculing and epo 


Jong them, and ſhould this Dialogue.e ever be- 
come any way popular, 10 would moſt effeffual- 


h baniſh them. out of good company and { polite 


writing. .. Town, likewiſe, that the. ref Cancer 
are neither ſo numerous, nor pe rb 2 s ſo © accu. 


rate as they might have Len, 27 ee fs 
to my having loft ſome ſcattered Leaf pb 1 
| wherei ern, with ; a great deal. of *; Haing 484. K 1 
| bour,, I bad marked din, N 3 

3 refe: erences of- pages i and numbers, mo 
N abſu altes T met "20ith, on dr. 

OO hy N 4 by 53% IS l . 
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1— 2. wor bs, and ſome others of * like 
ſtrain, and from thence had transferred them, 
as I thought they would come in beſt into the 
Rhapſody, and thoſe other parts of the Dia- 
| logue where Lexiphanes is the ſpeaker. There 
zb no other way to remedy this loſs, if it really. 
le one, than to go through the ſame moſt ir- | 
Jame taſt over again, But I could not pre- 
wail on myſelf. to do it. Truth was, I did © 
ot care to be raking any more among their 
filth and traſb, for fear ſome of it might 
Rick to myſelf. For in this work, Ian no 
other than a literary ſcavenger; a ſort. of 
entry very necgſſury to the cleanlineſs . | 
_ others, but by no means the cleanlief folks 1 : 
the world themſelves. © 
A. to the reſt of _the \ Diadogie; wbieb is. 
i ee the principal part, and wherein Thave 
endeavorred to ſew, as well as my poor abi- 
Hie. would tar me, both by precept aud 
85 trample, bow 10 write Better, 1 freely own, 
ne 4 very careful examination, whether _ 
 Feſpetmg its condu#, } ile, or Jentiments,” - 
d not find any rhing Tan alter, at teaft, 7 7 „ 
Ide better: and I therefore abandon it as law- 
0 fal baory t to the Criticks to uſe it as they pleaſe. | 
" Should it be aſked why I have publiſhed it, 
with the impereldione 1 confe ſs it bath, 1 T 
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axfexr, that though this is not Aale * 42 
temporary thing, but may laſt and even be uſe- 

Wl whey our Lexiphaneſes are forgotten, yt 
it's ſucceſs, and what is pretty odd, it's own 


| reputation depends, in ſome meaſure, on the | 
- greatneſs of thoſe very reputations it is in- 


tended to demoliſh and overturn. A bad and 
2 corrupt. taſte is ever fickle and changing. 


Some ne Lexiphaneſes may ſoon uriſe, who, 3 


footing à bolt beyond Mr. , in bis 


Ramblers, or Mr. Ak—--de, in bis Pleaſures | 
of Imagination, © may dep 
| amt they certainly. never deſarved' to enjoy, i 


rive them f | that + 


and at the ſame time gab their oon an 


tbe Twins. They may ikewiſt write i in a dif- 


ferent manner, in a manner more aifficult "to 
qitently to Pidicule and expoſe, 


be vr) gn, no better than 


bat Nee it may rome zo be at 420. 1 
oh an afraid 3 it bath oft j me 
Propriety, already, 45 6 
5 muſt. | tſe abe 1 mare. Bel ides, expecting, 


the lng iis Loi, 


real Lenin, down. 4 Jeove this 5 


HER. ©. WS 


| be th * 60h apper AAR I  ſoauld ever have of 5 4 
k | F4 printing = 


u 1 good deal of pains, _ 
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printing it, which 7 was not e to 1. 
Fllen, for with all its faults, Treally do think 
2 may be eminently uſe ful to the pi Blick, in — 
 Corretting and ſetting right the tafte of young 
_ writers, and of young gentlemen at the acade- | 
my and univerſit ity, whoare ſo naturally. led af- [! 
ny by, the falſe glitter of Mr. j—ns | 
|: Iraſe, d the ſublime nonſenſe of. Mr. A---de's | | } 
' werſe. For there is good reaſon to believe, ö 
tat were the Ramblers and Pleaſures of- a 
Imagination on the one hand, and the Spec. 
datots and Dryden's Fables on the other, the | 
eue the moſt faulty. and affetted, the. other \ 
the beſt and pureſt. of all works of their kin «0 
| do be balloted for as ſchool-books,: in au of- - 
 fembly of all yhe maſters. and ſehoot-boys of 
 #be nation; . there is good reaſou te believe, - 8 
ſays that" the former would carry it againſt 
tbe latter, by a majority. of at leaſt ten to one. 
: There has been much talk about 6. 
improving and aſcertaining a living es 
as well in our own tountry, as among "the 
French and Italians, Many great writers,” 
and if 1 miſtake not, Dottor Ne the = 
reſt have thought a Grammer and Didtionary 
" neceſſary for that purpoſe, and have therefore 
ag the want ff thew. * T'hav s declared 
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| confe ſs, ſomething like a circle in l 
the perpetu al motion in mecbanicks; be un 


1 be uſeful to ladies or colt 
an error in ſpilling, and iow und ben Lange 
blunder or impropriety in fpeech;\ mur Ju. 
I conceive their utility, however" bug 
does not extend ; unleſs, indeed, in 


my opinion ral) 17 he Di : whe, 
bere do it more at large. rener. 


Grammar 6 or Dictionary, 57 good for anything, 
muſt be compiled or extratted from” Sood au- 


thors; dt that theſe again Jhould | become 


neceſſary, x and even indiſpenſible 1 to form, 01 
ther to create good authors, appears t to me, T 


@ vicious mode of rea ſoning, and the"other'a 


downright impoſfibili ty. * is true,” they may * 
Ruires, 0 hn 


. 


Fuage, or 40 0's foreigner who e 
Greek ve Lai Dakotas redo 4 
bo takes upon Pu 10 crits or ſpeak tothe ' 


eee ee e 


Beda, Fus nde WY ta 
and matter of fat, the ſureſt Gatten 6 in 5 1 


uch affairs, we ſhall perceive, that as the 
want of tbem bas been 10 „ ſo when «of 


Cured,” ty Gove” done a. ice. He- 
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1 25 k . 5 > | mer 
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| Teac an x ny | all wrote without 
Grammar or Dictionary, and moſt of hens 
without ſo.much as knowing what they were. 


So have all the. beſt. writers of Italy, France 


and England. Nor do I hear that the Die- 


trongries of the two former, though compi led 


by bodies. of men, the moſt illuſtrious for their 


Learning, have: done. any mighty feats fence 
| their. appearance; that they have Fred or 


_ eftabliſbed their reſpefiive languages, « or made 


 Vhevorizers in eitber a whit more elegant. and 
e the abe woes + have K. 1 


— 0 aur 40 and. ee ; > 
I have never. bad opportunity te co ſult ei the 
8 ſion Difionaries Ls but 24 


of what I. conceive it Wee to = a: _ 
am purpoſe it is pretended to ſenve. 1t ought 
to contain, in a manner, 4 diſtin#? tr neatiſe on 
every word that is, ar even has deen in uſe 
brancbed out into a thouſand p 7 riiculars v * 
difficult to enumerate, but alma 
ecuie. Aud what man or body of 
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equal to ſuch a Laſs 7 3550 des, were il 3 
Wo could uſe it, or reap any benefit fram it > 
I would be in itſelf a library, infinitely:aore F: 
voluminous than the abridgment of aur laws 
in twenty Volumes Folio, or even an cur 
laws themſelves at large. In ſbort, me mn 
pPronounce à perfect Dittionary to. be like the 
Philoſopher” s Stone, once agreat Deſideratum + 
among ſome people, impoſſible: ta oblain, 1 
vn, perbaps, ue are better wwahoutsr . | 
The ctlebrajed Dottor Swift, in bis Propor — 


ime and picks —— Fw | hick 
They deſigned to proceed. 7 har ſuch a . 
cie y infituled at! bal Hime," and # "MM N of ; 
1 man 2 whon 726 propoſal ; aire Nad; 


| nean 1 


er that their eee 75 ga be poſſaſſ d of tbe 
fame abilities, and animated with the ſume 
-ſtirit ? Tn that ſuſ poſition, 4ndeed, is i p 
Able ſuth Lexiphanick fuſtian, as te have | 
lately been peflered witb, might never bave 
Sad exiftence, at leaſt, never  becn Feard: of. 
But in'the ſituation things now are, I tbinł 
may venture 10 aſſert, .<cithout any danger of 
_ that if ſuch a ſociety had ter 1 inſti- 
| fewo Years ago, and. T know not hut it 5 
. w L Fm ee at ms bee. 12 # bi» . 


1 EN 705 ee of aobom-more a a i | 
_ _ Pointed Regiſter of it. They, indleed, matters 
 wvould have been much worſe, and really paſt 
redemption... For who" would have ben o 

| hardy as 10 attack, a- eee, 

| danguage 100, the: Sceretary and Regiſter f an 

Academy ereted for correfling, improving, and 

_ "aſcertaining that very languoges. and at tbe 

Dead of which, moſt certainly would bave been 

every the moſt illuſtrious name and character 

In the nation. Euen as the caſe now ſtands, 


* alte mp is, * ſome, 4 KNOW, theugbt tao 
gi 373 TT daring 


7 | f R 


daring N a frivate 


| be true, that nothing. can  ealirely juſt 35 lim 


in it but ſucceſs n though, . Indeed. n perfett N 
inziffe erence, at leaſt, with reſpect ta.private = 


con We whether it ſured or * 1 Rea 


bigs” al, and I thanks mu ll Cle 


grownds, rejected a ae and ey 4 


every method hitherto prop 


| 11 may _ thought incumbent on me, 10 wk 
another "which may ſupply the  deficiencits of 

others. - ©. bave- already dune ii in the Dediz 
cation... Toe-corruptors of our tongue, in the 


= they were great curtailers of words, and taal 
a pleaſure in lopping off their firf and 2 bk 
ables, as owls bite off the feet of. mice, in 


der to confine and falten them. : But cur me * 


dern gentry are quite the reverſe. of | the others, 


lt are grave, ſolemn, formal caxcombsy, and 5 


have much more of the aſs than the ape in their 


5 compoſit tion; they Cannot endure an elifion, are 


: mig bey fond f long: tailed worm-like words, 


and as they think aur own language does not of- 1 
i a 41 uffcent flack of them, fog import them - 
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1. great quan ities from « the rick un Butter 
Therefore they are the propereſt objects of ridi- 
eule in the world, and thoug h from their ſtupi- 
tity, pride, or conceit, they may not ſmart ſd 
ſeverely at firſt,” under the laſh, as a livelier - 
dunce; yet it muſt baue a greater and more du- 
rable eſfect u pon them at laſt; and whatever 
fondneſs they may expreſs in imitation-of thein 
Principal for joeulatity and burleſque, harm- 
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leſs metriment, eaſy facetiouſneſs, and flow. 
ing hilarity ; vet as ibey are altogetber inca - 
pable of making a retort, and quite unprovided 
with any means of defence, they muſt ſoon be 
laught out of all their followers and ee | 
1 left fingle and deſtitute by themſelves. © 
_ © "There are now, and I truſt always will be, 
many perſons of real taſte and wit in the na- 
tion, and were they to join, in a ſcheme of this 
fort, and mulually encourage and ſupport one 
another in the proſecution of it, they would 
find it a much more effetiual means than all 
the Diftionaries and Academies in the world, 
for preventing our language being infelted by | 
any ſpecies of corruption, particularly that 
which ſeems to threaten it moſt at preſent. In 

c word, whenever a Lexiphanes mates bis E 
: * * bis uſual Sc or den, a ſchool | or 4 


# „% wr 


— — — — 


2 0 e ee eee LEI 1 — — — — 


PVPPVP p ————— mms — — 


— — — — * — 22 " — - * >. 2 
— ——— ——— — ͤůÜ—Ä—ͤ1u . 


be * — — 


* 
7 ; 7 4 PW 3 T5. 


* 


fi 


105 


(4 


Pu 


or 


8 


. 
9. 


boys 


Ane 
9 


9 e 
X EI EY I a We” 


454 dhe Citick r meet. "After ſome comp li- 
ments paſt. between them, Lexipbanes rehearſes 


his Rb Cr apſody.._. 1c contains arant about Hilarity 
24 2 Garret z  Oropnoks's adventure with A. 


KEITH A? 


Soldier; his e own Journey 0 Highgste, and 2d — 
Lenka there and on r. ad; his return a 


* 


1 1 
1 =O 


Fre by he Critick,. who: 8 him 
a for his hard words and affected Ayle, an- 
winking him mad, applies to a Phyſician paſſing 
by, who proves to be the Britiſh Lucretius. He 
' repeats a great many verſes, and the Critick gets 
rid of him with ſome difficulty. Another Doc- 
tor comes up, who is the Critick's friend. They = 
talk together upon Lexiphanes's caſe, and other 
matters concerning taſte and writing. They 
force him to ſwallow a potion which makes him 
throw up many of his hard words. The Doc . 
tor goes to a conſultation, and the Critick in- 
5 n Lexiphanes | how to avoid his former 
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Lexiphanes, marching along with a 
huge folio under his arm. Some new piece 
Pl e the ſtile of his Ramblers. 
s tumour; Laces Ls 
* exhibit which is N \ 5 
0 never been cri OO 
by any annual or diurnal' _ as nec. 7 
= > eas mangel 1 
8 * Rambler No. 10. critically condemned. 828 
| "hh 1 beg leave to obſerve here once for al that 1 


5 not intend to conſine myſelf to a cloſe n, — 5 


_— | 7 0 *% 4 * l ; a | 7 


; * N "ES 
x F * 6 - ES | 
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. % 
CFF 
r 1 : 


Cat ER * Crick. 3 


ie romance, or a (:cond Raf: | 
ſelas of be . W 


N 


J—s -. 
Without dubiety you 3 this 
N g ſcintillation of conceit in totalityꝰ, 
and had you had that conſtant recurrence to 
my oraculous dictionary, which was incum- 
bent upon you from the + vehemence- of 
my monitory injunctions, it could not have 
eſcaped you that the word novel exhibits „ 
to all men dignified by literary honours and 
ſcientifical accompliſhments, two diſcrepant 
ſſiignifications. The one imports that which 
Jaouu have affixed to it, a romance or fiction, 


of Lexiphanes' manner of writin only, but pro- 
poſo to hew-by example che abſurdity of hard words, 
and affeQation i in g general. For inſtance, the words 
lobi and in ute not much uſed by Lexiphanes, 
that I remember, bu t e in his Tacitus, is 
; mighty fond of ew They are here affected, as 
they generally are in Gordon, yet have been uſed 
by fone of our beſt writers, though very ſparingly. 
Eut bad authors have the ſame influence on words, 
that thiedregs of che people have upon tireſs.,- 

*® * Fambler, No. 141. : 


+ Naſſelas, vehement. 0 e 1 beſte. Ramb- | 
385 26. mnilo Waris 


- 
* Wy — « aw” 
* nge . 


FE; : 7, : 


is ſuch 


x 


;BXIPHA 
bach as the tale of Aj jut and Anningait, or 


the Prince of Ahyſſinia ||; but that in 
which J have at preſent uſed it, ſignifies 


{ new, recent, hodiernal. And indeed the - 
| | eye 'of critical diſcernment will perceive, | 


that there is a moſt exquiſite, elegancy i in 
conferring that appellation upon a recent 


and hodiernal production. But I am afxpid 


Mts g 
3 
3 1 3 
3 i 
BR : 
3 


that I ſhall ranſack vacuity, and ſtrike out 
in vain flaſhes of inſtruction from the for- 
tuitous colliſon of happy incidents, * for 
your intellects are exhauſted, + or diſ. 


rebels, and their children excited to ſedi- 


tion, 8 and you are now labouring 


| under an intellectual famine,” and want 
the eas of 1 indy: Fehn conver» 
= en; og VVV 
=O”, ee 
| ; | Tee; dear fir, the dullneſs of my 5. 
i probing: But pray what is the _ 
of this new piece? 


15 | 


1 Tales and romances s of our author welt 1459 


Ram. No. 154. f Rail. V. 1. p. 16. 
80 1 Ram. No. 9: . 


| 1 F Raf. V. 2, ſs 94+ 
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LEX na AN 1 : 


- Ieis is a As or a charatier iſtical | ef, 
an aſſemblage calculated to enhance and 
diverſify convivial feftivity, But you 
muſt underſtand, that 1 We means. 
ſodize Aſhley. £9, 


Critics. 
What then! you don? t retail your cha- 


racters in ſmall quantities, as Aſhley his 


punch, pro bono publico ? We have them 
wholeſale. But there are many of that 
name, and I ſhould rather imagine, as tis 
a a rhapſody, . mean my Lord ST: 


You 3 : my 1 2 1 1 5 
mur luxurĩant effloreſcence of my wit would 


have been utterly inexplicable to any but 
one of your ſagacity of conjecture, acute- 


neſs of comprehenſion, and facility of pe- 


netration T. Y« ou are one of thoſe © gigan- ” 
| Ts tick 


> Ram. No. 1 141. 5 EET 8 5 

4 This is 3 in Lexiphanes's te. He i is 
mighty fond of ending a ſentence with three phraſes 
of * ſort, for the moſt 1 5 8 . 


LEXIPHANES. | * 
tick and ſtupenduous ue Who 
bets e by intuition “. 
5 n Ne . 

W "yy e give us a ſample of your 


work, that I may not be altogether deprived 
of ſo great a feaſt, for I promiſe 1 * 


| will be as oP as a cup of Nectar . 


þ 5 


Fo inſignificant. 4 : When he hath done this, no. 
doabt he chinks he hath rounded off the period well, 
and hath added ſomething to the harmony of its ca- 
dence. Ram. No. 208. Innumerable examples of 
this kind are to be met with in his writings, One-[ 
found in the very paragraph whence | took the laſt 
quotation Colloquia! bar bariſit, licention+ idioms, ani 
irregular c:mbinations, Ram. 208. Another I met 
with, as I juſt now caſt my eye on the firſt number of 
his third, volume> "Fhe projudice.of fadt on, the ftrata= > 
em of intrigue, and the ſervility of adulatim Ram. 
No. 106. Theſe may very properly be called Triads.. 
But ſometimes, -and when he is diſpoſed to be more 
eloquent than common, he mounts it up to a Qu - 
1 of which. there are likewiſe many examples in 
his Ramblers. | 
Kam. No. hor IF one could ſuſpect ſuch an 
| original enius as Lex phanes of being a plagiary,. 
he hath © d. graſp a ſylem by intuition, from 
king Phys, in the N who groſps a florm with 
the eye of reaſon. Akinſide, our poetical, or rather 79 
blank-verſe Lexiphanes, has an —_— of noch „ 
the Tn mating, ” 2 
' When deſpair Hall ara 
Hi agonizing %% m. 
| FIT = of — b. ü. v. r. 
\lmo \ Literal f rom Lucian. CE 
DOB qu en 5 e B 3 5 . 


— 


8 | LEXIPHANES. 


ie 125 W. 
Deject then + exa otra gap my 
low the horizon of your proſpects, + wich- 
out the ſervility of adulation afford open- 
neſs of ears, ſedulity of thought, and ſtabi- 
lity of attention d. But above all expulſ 
hereditary aggregates and agglomerated 
aſperities which may obumbrate your intel- 
lectual juminaries with the clouds of obſcu- 
rity, or obthurate the porches of your intel. 
ligence with the ie excrement of 
critical malevolence. 5 oh * 


R 5 
4 R a4 "7 8 = 
1 ON * 2 73 
: 
- * 


„„ 


Begin boldly, my good. friend, ities bs 
neither agglomerated aſperities nor heredi- f 
ary 28segates about ä 


1 ; x | 5 


„„ | EE rnd ont 
- Conſider well how I have 2 
| this atchievement of f erudition, the infinu- 


J No. 2. : 
Here's another Triad more lun ; a 


|| Gordon's Tacitus. 4270 i: £114 

-* 1n- the place anfwering: this, 3 in 18 original, 
Lucian tells Lexiphanes, that he has no vermin 
About him, neither lice nor fleas; a play upon Rs 
which it was impoſſible to n in the * 


5 3 


LEXITHANES . 


ation of jts exordial ſentences *, the ſelec- 
tion of its diction, and e al Its 


| ſentiment. „%% Da mu 
3 il 5 0 K. e 
6 muſt be all _ if N dur r 
pray you begin'F. „ 
1 ſhall choke with. 08 is moſt de- 
| licious morſels of doquence,. and ſhall at 


Badia! OR] J. Ram: No. 158. . ? rf 
What goes before is a pretty cloſe; copy of Li- 


cian, the-ſame conceits and playing upon words as 
near as the different turn of the two languages 
Would allow. For inſtance, Lexiphanes tells Luci - 
an, that He antiſympoſiazes Ariſto, which was Plato's 
original name, but by which he was little known. 
In the ſame manner -n tells the Critick, who, 
in, this dialogue, acts the part of Lucian, that he 
anti- rhapſodizes Aſhley, a name, at leaſt, never uſed 
when one ſpeaks of my Lord Shaftſbury. Lucian's 
 Lexiphanes is a pert conceited fop, whereas. mine, 
like his living original, is a grave ſolemn affected 
pedant and coxcomb, Lucian's Sympoſium, as far 
as we can now know of the matter, is an original. 
But my Rhapſody is moſtly taken from the Ramblers 

with ſome few quotations and arodies from the 
Elements of Criticiſm, Night- ne ghts, Pleaſures 
of Imagination, Centaur not Fabulous, and Warton'” 8 
Eſſay on Pope. Lucian has jumbled together a par- 
cel of the ſtrangeſt incoherent ſtuff and nonſenſe that 
can well be imagined. I hope I have equall'd him 


in this point, however mor I may have fallen i 
ether articles, | 


34 . 


> 


= * * 8 
—— » 
r ater oy ah Mb — 
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larger work; for Mr. J 
" eoith oe of its moſt delicious morſels of eloquence. Lu- 
cian begins and ends his Sympoſium in the ſame 
abrupt manner, and — it be in itſelf a matter 

O 


f 8 DD 


- LEXIPHANES. 125 In 


the ſame time be curt®. Perpend — 
receive my ſayings with a ſtedfaſt Mis 
But I obſecrate that in the interim you 
would, by a proper ſeceſſion, facilitate my 
enjoyment of the light, whilſt I, by the 
fortuitous liquefaction of ſpectacular lenſes, 
and their concordant adaptation to 8 
poral Bion, meliorate and prolong its 


fruition 5. 


After our poſt-meridional refection, 
rejoined Hypertatus, we will regale with a 


5 fupernumerary com atop of convivial 


Elements of Criticiſm, 

4 Piſtol in Shakeſpear. 
Pleaſ. of Imag. B. 2. 1. 306. . 
'I is ſuppoſed that in this ſentence 5 - 


means no more than that the critic ſhould ſtep aſide 
while he puts on his ſpectacles. For ſome of the 


hard words, and -quaine e conſult Fe 


No. 9. 


And now Lexiphanes begins to read his Rhapſody, 


. conceived in the following*words : Aſter our po- 

in ridional refte. on, rejoined Hypertatur, c. and con. 

tinues reading till interrupted by the critic, - The 
fragment here given, without either beginning or 


ending, is ſuppoſed to be only a ſmall part of a 
n tells us, he inchoates 


of perfect indifference, I thought it better to e 


the example of ſo great — e 4 


e 


2 
5 8 
Ale, 
* 8 - 
4 


N * * 6 
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ENI PHANE 8. 9 


ale, ſo adapted to exhilarate che young, | 
and. animate the torpor of hoary wiſdom 
with ſallies of wit, burſts of merriment, 
and an unintermitted ſtream of jocularity. 
From this aſſemblage of feſtivity we will 
unanimouſly extrude thoſe ſcreech- -,] s 
whoſe only. care is to cruſn the riſing hope, 
to damp the kindling tranſport, and allay 
the golden hours of gaiety with the hateful. 
droſs of grief and ſuſpicions. Such is Suſ- 
pirius, whom I have now known fifty . 
eight years and four months, who has in- 
tercepted the connubial conjunction of two 
hundred and twenty ſix reciprocal hyme - 
neal ſolicitors by prognoſtications of infeli-. 
city, and has never yet paſſed an hour with: = 
me in which he has not made ſome attack: 
upon my tranquillity, by repreſenting to 
me, that the imbecillities of age, and infir- - 
mities of decrepitude are coming. faſt upon 
Indeed to thoſe whoſe: timidity of 
0 — — ſubjects them to extemporaneous 
impreſſions, who ſuffer by faſcination, and 
catch the contagion of miſery, it is extreme 
1 infelicity to live within the compaſs of 4 
ſcreech owl's voice. Therefore! let us avoid 


: "200" ; LEXIPHANES . 

Suſpitias with aſtudied ſeduljty, oY wylt | 
We fortuiroully meet him in the multifa- — 

rious confluxes of men, let us rep g 


folicitude e advances 1 5 a 1 th gra 
ciouſneſs *. . wk 


5 


e We ſhall likewiſe etal our con- 
vivial aſſociation from Mr. Frolick, that 
diſſeminator of the knowledge of what is 

echoed in the ſtreets of London, who takes 
advantage of reverential modeſty with deſ- 
potick and dictatorral powers of preſcrib- 
ing, and impoſes upon ruſtick underſtand- 
ings with a falſe exhibition of univerſaF in- 
tel i igence, catches of interruption, brisk- | 
: neſs of 1 interrogation, and pertneſs of con- 

tempt}. He thinks us unworthy of the: 
exertion of his powers, or his faculties are 
benumb'd by rural {tv pidity, as the mag- 
netick needle loſes its animation by ap- 
Proximating the polar cli imes. Therefore 


'* For mot of” the hard! Id. is; and: 
abſurdities of ſtyle in this paragraph, conſult the 
character of Suſpirius the ſcreech-owl,. in the Ram- 
bler, No. 59. 

+ For the delicious ub of aliguence, and choice 
flowers of ſpeech in this and the next paragraph, ſee 


the character of Meſſ. F rolick ane N e 
Rambler, . 
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Th: all tre him Ri 8. | 
F dare. him as an nden to regions of. 
| 4 ore credulity. nf FO” 
3:5 Bur Philomides mall be maya to 
us, Who Poſſeſſes good humour, that ſub- 
altern endowment, which is the balm of 
1 a perennial mollitude of manners, 
facility of NR and ers of _—_ 
_ Poſition, 
„We ſhall alles bare ths company ef 
Hilarius who enjoys a flattering and allur- 
ing ſuperiority conferred by the powers of 
Converſation, an extemporaneous ſpright- - 
5 Nneſs of fancy, and fertility of ſentiment. 
He has applied his faculties to Jocularity. 
and burleſque, and his imagination is heat- | 
ed to ſuch a ſtate of activity and ebullition, . 
that on every occaſion it fumes away in - 
evaporations of gaiety, and never fails to 
kindle up a blaze of merriment. Nor ſhall + 
we even refuſe the affociation of ® Gelaſt-. 
mus, who, though his priority is not ac. 
| knowledged, was the firſt who gave a full 
explication of all the properties of the Ca- 


tenarian curve. His merit introduced him 
0 ſplendid tables, where-he was entangled 
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in many ceremonial perplexities from which | 
all his diagrams could not extricate him, 
and was ſometimes engaged with female 
diſputants with whom his algebraick ax- 
toms had no great weight, and to whom 

he was very little recommended by his 
theory of the tides, and approximations to 
the quadrature of the circle. Nor wanted 
Gelaſimus penetration to diſcover that no 
charm was more generally irreſiſtible than 
that of eaſy facetiouſneſs and flowing hila- 
rity. He therefore came to a ſudden re- 
ſolution of throwing off the cumbrous or- 
naments of learning, and commencing a 
man of wit and jocularity. Though ut- 
| tacky unacquainted with every topick of 
merriment, yet he never fails to laugh | 
whenever he ſtirs the fire, fills a glaſs, re- 
moves a chair, or ſnuffs a candle, as laugh 
ter he knows! is a token of alacrity.. Thus 
his rifibility will be kept in inceſſant exer- 
citation by Hilarius's powers of delighting. 
He will even afford a topick of merriment 

himſelf, for thoſe who defire to,partake of 
the pleaſure of wit, muſt contribute to its 
production, fince the mind ſtagnates withe 
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: diſſimilar ideas *. 


5 ſufficient ſtream of poſterior invigoration, 
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 LEXIPHANES: 


out external ventilation, and that efflore- 


ſcence of the fancy, which flaſhes into tranſ- 
port, can be raiſed: __ * 15 ne of 


6 Then, 3 we hall ave WAR 


and elevated our powers to a due animation, 


by. the quaffing of our convivial ale, we will 2 


refrigerate with. an ambulatory circumrota- 


tion in the Park, and return homewards 1 


with the coruſcations of declining day. For 
the ſeaſon of the year is now come in Which 


the regions of luxury are for a while unpeo- 


pled, and pleaſure leads forth her votaries 
to groves-and gardens, to {till ſcenes, and 
erratick gratifications. For I cannot but 
ſuſpect, that this month, bright with ſun- 
ſhine- and fragrant with perfumes ; ; this 
month which covers the meadow with ver- _ 
dure, and decks the gardens with all the 
mixtures of colorifick radiance; this * 


from which the man of fancy expects new. 
e of 1 imagery and the . new 


Dy 


* For the __ ws a+ affected | ohraſes in tus 


paragraph, conſult the characters of Gelafimus —_ 
Hilarius 1 in 3 : 7 
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F HA NE 1 


exhibitions of obſervation; aa will =; 
congeal multitudes into a ſtate of hopeleſs 
wiſhes and pining recollection, where the 

eye of vanity will, in vain, look round for 
admiration, and the hand of avarice ſhuffle 
cards, in a e with inefficacious Hons 
xerity®. 5 
a relation to myſelf, 5 RY nt to 
my garret. For the gaiety and ſprightli- 
neſs of dwellers, in elevated regions, is 
probably owing to the encreaſe of that wer- 
tiginous motion with which we are carried 
round by the diurnal revolution of the 
earth. The powers of agitation upon the 

- ſpirits are well known, and nothing is plain- 
er, than that he who towers to the fifth 
Rory, is whirled through more ſpace by 
every circumrotation, than another that 
grovels upon the ground floor. Indeed, 
I think a frequent removal to various diſ- 
tances from the center ſo neceſſary to a juſt 


box Eſtimate: of e abilities, chat 1 


* The De rant 1s, 1 _— 3 . 3 
for word from the Rambler, though, for want of a 


= - or e * cannot at ee Pein out the 
| 5 1 ; TY : | | > | A, _ 45 85 9 Th | would 
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for the expanfion and concentration at un- 
derſtanding, according to the exigence of 
different employments or conſtitutions. 
Perhaps, ſome that fume away in medita- 
tions on time and ſpace in the tower, might 


| er” not e in a receiver Part- 


vern . _ a nen ar © thoſ | 


which Bacon deſcribes in Solomon's houſe, : 


compoſe tables of intereſt at a certain depth, 


and he, that upon level ground, ſtagnates 


in ſilence,” or creeps in narrative, might, at 
the height of half a mile, ferment into mer- 


riment, ſparkle with repartee, and froth 
with declamation. I have diſcovered, by 
a long ſeries of obſervations, that inven- 


tion and elocution ſuffer great impediments 


from denſe and impure vapours, and that - 
the tenuity of a defecated air, at a proper 
diſtance from the furface of the earth, ac- 


celerates the fancy, and ſets at liberty thoſe 
intellectual powers which were before hack 
led by too ſtrong attraction, and unable e 
expand themſelves under the preſſure of a 


groſs atmoſphere. I have found dullneſs to 


quicken into ſentiment in a thin ether, as 


„ 


1 
4 P: 
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1 et and heads to appearance 
empty, have teemed with notions on riſing 
ground, as the flaccid ſides of a football 
would have ſwelled out into ſtiffneſs and 
erection. All which perhaps, I may reveal 
to mankind in a treatiſe on ed . 
pneumatology*.” | 
„Thus concluded rens bis ela- | 
borate diſſertation on convivial Ale, Hi 
larity, Merriment, and a Garret. He then 
ſhewed me a moſtencomiaſtick veneratian, 
overwhelmed me with a luſciouſneſs of 
eulogy, and beſtowed on.me magnificent 
e, n rs rs for the Te ra- 


oe 


* FR tes to . 10 a af this pa- 
ä ragraph, conſult Hypertatus's letter to the Rambler, 
upon the conveniencies and advantages of a Garret. 
This is one of Mr. J— n's chef d euvres, both for 
ſtile and matter. Beſides, which is not very frequent 
with him, he makes an attempt in this place at wit 
and humour, but with his uſual ſucceſs. Of this 
however more hereafter, 

"Hitherto Hypertatus, Mr. * friend and? 3 
:correſpondent, is ſuppoſed to be the ſpeaker in the 
Rhapſody; and the praiſes of convivzal ale, hila ity, 

merriment, and a ga- et are all put in his mouth. 
Lexiphanes himſelf relates from henceforth. whas ; 
follows i in his own KO" > 


1 N No. 104. 
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ical excellencies, perſpieacity of remerkss 
and verſatile plaſtick imagination Þ diſplay- 
ed in my Ramblers. He added that, on 

that account, he imagined, when I com- 

poſed them,. I had quitted my garret, and 

aſcended into the cock- loft. He called me 

EXCELLENT RAMBLERh!/ 

0 Afterwards he requeſted me to accom- = 

pany him in his ambulatory projects, but =! 

tranſmitted him a declinature . ®' on ac» 
count of the pain which 1 ſuffered from 

ſome artificial excoriations which. 1 had : 
contracted on a very reſpectable part of my. 
| body, by the ſevere ſuccuſſations of a con- 
dufitious ſteed when 1 was taking 4 tollu- | | 
tation to Highgate. „ 3 

F Thad laid the ſtricteſt monitory 5 
40 | junRions on Oroonoko, my ſwarthy boy « of 

H Ethiopian race, to hie before as my precur- 

Z ſor f, and beſpeak a veſpertine collation at 
9 a eee, whoſe ale was t ths 


1 Warton's Eflay on ebe. 4 id. ES Ro ba a 


* Robertſon's Hiſtory of Scotland, Vol. 24. bes | 
the ſtory of Mas David Blat. 


+ Warton, ut ſupra. | 


„ one's 
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7 for culinary ſcience and econom ical 


" accompliſhments +. But the Renegado diſ- 
obeyed my moſt abſolute commands, and as 


he was paſſing through Field-Lane, his ol- 


factory powers being affected by odoriferous 
ſteams, lured him to linger in the ſhops 
of culinary. retailers, and banquet. upon 
ſavory ſheep's heads, prime pigs pettytoes, 
and plump plumb- pudding. His powers 
of manducation and digeſtion being now 
ſatiated, and being lad hed of my firm ad- 
herence to a rational and equitable adapta- 
tion of penalties to offences, and under no 
terror of death, the ſtrongeſt and moſt ope- 
rative of prohibitory ſanctionsꝰ, the thirſty 


ever chat raged in his  chroat, hurried him, 


4 The above kress # are in CA“ Letter to 
he Rambler, No. 1. One Proof among innumer- 
able others, that all Mr. J- 
ſpondents are as great Lexiphaneſes, and as fond of 
- -hard words as himſelf. Whoeyer confiders how care- 
fully Steele and Addiſon varied their ſtyle according 

10 che different characters they have introduced, can- 
not but wonder at the great reputation the heavy 


pedantick upiform Ramblers have acquired and-ftilk 
maintain. 


EDS) Ram. No, 14. 
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with all the ardor of preefpithag to the 
ſign of the man arfayed in vernal livery. 
Replete with pecuniary - impudence, from 


Having withheld the change of a quarter 


mimage of our moſt: Anta ſovereign, 


which I had yeſterday given him in order 
to acquire a fauſageary refection with an 
intention of reſufcitating and invigorating 
my powers which were languid and debi- 
litated with ſedulity of application in ab- 
ſtracting an octavo from my folio diction- 
"ary, he "fat down on 4 bench ſuccumbing 

under laflitude and indigeſtion, called for 


"beer with all the een, © impatience, 
and thus 1 N 


8 1 eb at briſk Mae s fountairhead, 
And reeling thro* the wilderneſs of j joy; 
Mber⸗ ſenſe runs ſavages ts Ln rea- 


unt ehen, 0072 * 
And Mos 110 e 113 
i - Night Thoughts: 


"66: 6 or, behold, on a vicinary bench, fate 
2 plunder-fed * ſoldier, between hom 155 


* Black, court of Auguſtus. dd 2 
52 | Orconoke, i 
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Orocnoks; i in 3 cou aſs « TY vivacious 
loquacity of their evening compotations + 
aroſe an unextinguiſhable feud, a mutual 
vigilance to entrap, and eagerneſs to de- 
ſtroy, a continual exacerbation of hatred, 
and inceſſant reciprocation of miſchief . 
This Thraſo aſſuming a faſtidious tumour · 
of dignity, with negative rudeneſs and ob- 
liquities of inſult, effuſed his inyidious ſar- 
caſms, and deſcants on the negro darkneſs 
of Oroonoko, who now verging towards a 
ſtate of inebriation, his intellects became 
diſtorted with argumental delirium, the 
controverſy was ſoon-inflamed to the high- - 
. eſt pinnacle of exacerbation, and. then he 
beſtowed reiterated percuſſions on the i in- 


e ey regions of this plunder: fed ſoldi- 
Thus commenced a circulatory war . 


a ſoldier eſſayed to reſiſt, but in vain, 
for he was ſoon neceſſitated to ſuecumb, if 
not under the mental, at leaſt under the 
manual ſuperiority of Oroonoko. The 
breaſt of this diſcomfited militant was now 
corroded with envy, for which, when it has 


8 Ram. . 133, 7 1 Ram. No. 185. 
8 Gord n's . 


attained 


* 


IPHANES: 
attained its height, perhaps, no remedy will 


| LEONE the een: ien hows . 


her eee of vice, or lenitives of pat. 


on T. He willingly ſuffered the corroſi- 7 
ons of i inveterate hatred, and gave up his 


thoughts to the gloom of malice, and the 


perturbations of ſtratagem. In curt, he 
delated Oroonoko to a preſs-gang then in 
the vicinity, and got him conveyed into a 
tender, from which I relieved him not, 


till after frequent ſolicitations and OP 


fruſtraneous applications of intereſt, | 


„ Thus was 1 conſtrained to take a ſoll- | 
_ tary excurſion. Moreover my palfrey was 
ſpavinated, ſo that being compelled to flog 
and calcitrate with all the ardour of impa- 


tience, he agitated me with ſuch ſevere and 


deſultory commotions, that I ſuffered a 


total perineal excoriation, which not emol- 
lients could medicate, the powers of me- 


dicine alleviate, nor the ſkill of phyſicians : 


_ elude. But this, my ſole misfortune, at 
; that time was not“. The ſpavination of 


8 * & , 1 
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| * War at that time rand evars none. Thus Grote, 
the firſt affected e who ſeems to have met with 


Encourage- 


. 
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my ſteed being now meliorated by the 
warmth 4 of exercitation; and by the 
due alternate application of the curbing, 
flogging and ſpurring powers, having re- 
duced him to an equable and moderate 
equitation, I continued tollutating along 
with the moſt placid tranquillity, medi- 
rating the ſubject of a vernal ſpeculation. 
But all of a ſudden, my powers of atten- 
tion were arrouzed, my meditations ſuſ- 
pended, and my concatenation of ſeminal | 
ideas totally diſſipated by a violent conquaſ- 
ſation of the umbrageous foilage above, 
and a manifeſt concuſſion of the earth 
below. Tis, indeed, wonderful, as with 
all the powers of deſcriptive. Poetry. the : 
Britiſh Lacretivs * expreſs 1 Uh. TH 

„„ With | 


encouragement from our r great men, chuſes to tranſ- 
late the following very ſimple paſlage In Tacken 
. . Nullum ea tempeſtate Fellum. : | 
„ 5 1 
* Some of Mr. J n's e may here ob⸗ 
ject, that his a "I reſpe& to this poet, 
are miſrepreſented, and that no where in his writ- 
- ings hath he either commended him or called him 
the Britiſh Lucretius. But 1 anſwer, that I am as 
far from imputing to him any of the opinions ad- 
vanced in this Rhapſody, as I am from fatherir:g 
5 8855 him any oF ie. enen e in TG 
| | . ) 0.2: 17 EW 


£6 „„ ·˙1 * 28 N : my. 


n 


i; 


tors. The truth is, Mr. 


With whit eu f 50 W 


Th' impetuous nerve of paſſion urges on 


The eee and energy of THINGS. 
r Linea 


« The cauſe of this convullive motion in | 
nature, was a congreſs. between a bard of 
ſignal celebrity, and one of thoſe : nymphs 


who enjoy a perpetual fuſceptibility of OC- 
caſional delight. They were in the height 


of the complicated joy, e eagerly co- oper- 


ating and mutually accelerating the intend- 


ed event“, juſt as I happened to be amb- 


ling along. My ſteed alarmed and terri- | 
| fied at theſe tumultuary phenomena, al- 


ternately plunged down his head, reared 


Tis a ſufficient warrant for me, if un * of 


note in the world have praiſed Ak e, and ſtiled 


him our Lucretius, Befides, I have not that deſpi- 


cable notion of Mr. ſ———'s taſte, eſpecially in 


poetry, ſome people affect to have. If we may judge 


of it, from What he hath himſelf done in that way, 
he muſt deſpiſe the other; as heartily as | do. His 
imitations ':of Juvenal are truly excellent, and as 
much fuperior to the Pleaſures of Imagination, as 

the Ramblers are inferior to che Tatlers and 8 


n has too mu] 
good ſenſe to admire, and too great ſkill in che 5% 


ticks of lierature to N any 8 5 nenten at 
his own. 


 * Elay on Pope. Elem. of Chddg tt! 97 


vp 


1 LEXIPHAN ES. 
up on his poſteriors, and at laſt dejected 
me with a headlong precipitation into a 
muddy ditch, and then, with an incredible 
acceleration of velocity, vertiginated along 
the arable, impregnated with a grain, 
which in England feeds the horſes, but 
in Scotland ſupports the people. An- 
nihilation and exiſtence were now ſo nearly 


equiponderant, that they lay in the trepi- 


- ® The above is che definition given of oats by 
Lexiphanes in-his very facetious N and is, 
no doubt, intended by him for a ſarca 


contempt, and, in my opinion, very juſtly too, 


moſt of them, I bave been told, are his great ad- 
mirers, and fo much his very humble ſervants, -that 


they think it even an honeur to be abuſed. by him. 


For my own part, the more I ſtudy this exalted ge- 


nius, the more I am forced to admire him. For in- 
ſtance, one ſhould naturally expect wit and humour in 


Probes. Eſſays, Novels, and Romances ; but read 
his Ramblers and Raſſelas, you meet with nothing 


like it, nothing but what he calleth, fern philaſophy, 
dolourous declamation, ani dictatarial infirudion : where- 


as conſult his dictionary, and there you have it with 


A vengeance. In ſhort, he is author of the firſt witty 


dictionary that ever was heard of. This, however, 


zs not all. Beſides, being witty and facetious, tis 
alſo national, perſonal, political, and patriotical; in 


a word, every thing bur what it ought to be. For 
eſi | 


proof of which, beſide the aforeſaid article of oats, 


conſult his definitions of Exciſe, Favourite, Gazet- 


teer, Penſion, Penſioner, Revolution, c. 


FA * hs ® 
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n 1 | m againſt 
the Scotch; a people he is faid to hold in ” 
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dations of the balance. 1 riſqued a ſub». 
aqueous voyage *, a total! interru ption of 
reciprocal reſpiration, a + comminution of 
life, in curt, a forisfamiliation out of the 
univerſe. But our poet's powers of com- 
miſeration being arouſed at ſuch a com- 


= LEXIP IANES: ap i F 


paſſionable object as I then exhibited, ſuf- 


fered not his ardour for a reciprocation of 


_ pleaſures and multiplying ſtipulations to 


preponderate over his feelings of humanity. 
He hied with all the ardour of ſolicitude 
to deliver me from thoſe ſtagnated waters 
of collected impurity, where a frigorifick 
_ > torpor had already begun to encroach on 
my veins f. He ſtoop'd ſublimey, and at 
laſt reinſtated me, and when my powers f 
obſervation were reſuſcitated, exhibited an 
unuſual appearance to my view. A ruddy 
plenilunar reſplendant countenance, a vi- 
gorous athletick herculean form, arrayed 
in a ruſty black coat, and dirty buck-ſkin 
bretehes. Senſible or the RY 15 EY 


be 8 No. 109. | 

I Ram. No. 108, Elem. of Critieiſh. 1 

it See Nouradin, the merchant's dying addreſs t to 
8 2 ſon Almamoulin. Ramb. Vol. z. 15 e 

- $ Plea, Imag. B. 2. L. 268. | 
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26 LEXIPHANES. 

the cauſe of my preſent infelicities, Frouz- 

ed up all my particular powers of dolorous 
declamation, and warbled my groans with 
uncommon elegance and energy*. I effuſ- 
ed the following ejaculation againſt the 
whole ſpecies of nymphs who enjoy a per- 
petual ſuſceptibility of occaſional delight +. 
„ May Lais, Thais, GON, Lupa, Suc- 
* Quadrantaria, Obolaria, Euriole, 
Sthenio, Meduſa, Erinnys, Megæra and 
Tyſiphone— May all theſe, and all ſuch 
ladies, whether ſick or ſound, high or low, 
of blood and title, or ditch and dunghill, 
natives foreign or infernal—May this glo- 

rious group of Torriſmond's angels, theſe 
Gorgons furies, harpies, leaches, Syrens, 
centaur- making Syrens! paid or unpaid, 
keeping or kept, on fire or quenched, ge- 
nevaed or citroned, in cloſet or cellar, in 
tavern, bagnio, brothel, roundhouſe, bride- 
well, or newgate.— Oh may they ceaſe, 
from this hour, to ſing or dance, ſmile or 
frown, pleaſe or plague, pray or ſwear, our 
Britiſh, unbritiſh youth, manhood or rage, 


= * Ramb. No. 109. IF Ramb, No. 11 1. 5 
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L their r ſiſs, health, eſtates; reputa · : 
tion, human nature, and hopes of heaven! 
And theſe enchantreſſes laying aſide 
cheir ſpells, may the bewitched of OT 
Britain recover their priſtine: wry oi 

e r 8. ker at the ee of We, e 7 


thick leap out of | their hides for ond and; | 
laying hold on their long deſerted definition 
of man, reaſon and n wall been 
ly for the future. 
Rejoice with” me, my friend! [ How ds 1 | 
dream, or didſt thou not obſerve ? Didſt 
thou not hear? Intonnit levim.”” As the 
dark cloud which cauſed'it is 'vaniſhed, and 
a flood of light ruſhes in; © ſo'ſhall it fare 
with thee I fee thy dawning reaſon ; I fee 
the break of my moral day. And what I 
ſee; T-ſhall relate 3 and what I relate, tho? 
ſtrange, let no man difbelieve*. 

5 8 3 Aa thus wh cjaculation, the 
| bard rejoined. . 

Ahl what, by friend, Fs dr to 40 
With things of public nature? Why to view. 


* This rant of inimitable nonſenſe, contained in 


the above three paragraphs, is taken word for word 
from a celebrated modern. Vid. Centaur not fabulous. 


CY © Would 
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25 *LEXIPHANES. 
Wouldyou, thus cruelly thoſe FER 4 
Which without pain and horror to behold, . 


Muſteitherſpeak me more or leſs than manz 
Which friends may pardon, but! never can g. 


= Having thus reciprocally rhapſodized, 
we diſparted. The bard retired behind the 
umbrageous hedge, finally to accompliſh 
his interrupted repercuſſions of communi- 
cated pleaſures l. As for myſelf, I was 
compelled to ambulate to Highgate, in 
order to evaporate the humidity of my ha- 
biliments, and contemper the malignity of 
frigorifick torpor with culinary irradiation 
The Caravanſeray to which my erratick 
ſteps were accidentally conducted, was the 
emblematical ſign of fecundity and conſe- 
quential cuckoldom at Highgate. There, 
according to the wonted modes and forma- 
lities of the manſion, I became obligated by 
a double ſacramental ſtipulation: in the 
firſt place, never to imbibe ſmall beer, 
whilſt I could acquire convivial ale, unleſs 
the former were endued with higher powers 
of ſenſitive gratification. In the next _—_ 


1 Vid. Churchill's C orference. 
|} Ramb. No. 148. 


— — 5 4 


never 
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never to ſolicit an erratick gratification from 

the menial fair, if I could obtain a recipro- 
cation of delight * with the miſtreſs, unleſs 
I believed the hand-maid poſſeſſed of 
greater powers to kindle the ardour of en- 
terprize, ſet difficulties at defiance, ſtimu- 
late perſeverance, and prevent the remiſſion 
of vigour, when ſtanding in procinfiu, on 
the point of obtaining the recompence Þ, | 
Ihe ceremonial perplexities attending 
the conjuration, being finally adjuſted, I 
entered into converſe with an Hibernian of 
ſignal erudition, who fate tranquilly puff⸗ 
ing the fumigations of the Calumet in an 
angle of the fuliginous hexagonal apart - 

ment. While we were univerſally engaged 
in the vivacious loquacity of our even- 
ing compotations, he requeſted me to <ja- - 


culate a ſentimental effuſion. I bibulated Þ 5 


the ſalubrity of our moſt amiable ſovereign, 
the ſafe parturition of his tranſcendental 
conſort, and the r, encreaſe of the ſons 1 


? * ; RY 101. 5 + Bam: No. 207. g 1 
t A cant word of the ſame ſort is put in Lexi- 
Phanes's mouth, by Lucian, on much the ſame occa- 


ſion. See his Los N I muſt own, however, 
| _ 1 4 not remember an hero has uſed it. | 


5 „ and 


LEXIPHANES. 


and daughters of Britannick tele $- 
With difficulty my learned friend repreſ- 
ſed his riſible powers at this eee. 
ſimplicity of my. ſentimental lore. But he 
_ dignified my unimportance, and corrected 
my Inaccuracies||. For when it came to 
his turn, he effuſed the moſt venerable and 
reſpectable monoſyllable, the American 
belligerant, the ſedulous domeſtick damſel, 
the lamb- reſembling fair one, the Book- 
binder's conſort, and the nee 8 N 
„„ 

But the perſpicacity 5 my intelle&tual | 
powers, graſped not by intuition the recony 
dite ſenſe of thoſe ſentimental allegories. . 
Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a ſudden. ceſ- 
ſation of the mental progreſs. 1 diſentan- | 
gled not complications, nor invigorated my 
confidence by conqueſts over difficulty, but 
flept in the gloomy acquieſcence of aſtoniſh- 
ment, without efforts to animate enquiry, 
or diſpel obſcurity, Therefore I contented | 
myſelf with the gaze of folly, and reſigned 
the pleaſure of rational contemplation to 
more pertinacious ſtudy, and more active 


5 Raſſelas, Vol. I. p. 2. || Ramb. No. 139. 
„ ED faculties. 
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faculties . 
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For all my ſcientifical acquiſi- 
tions are at laſt concatenated into arguments 

or compacted into fyſtems, and nothing 
henceforth can be to me ſo odious as oppo- 
fition, ſo inſolent as doubt, or fo ' dangers 


ous as novelty . on 41 
ein the ſequel of our evening 8 


tions, the ſentimental Hibernian, with a 
torpid riſibility, ſpontaneity of production, 


and inflation of ſpirit, burſting into abſurs. 
dity 4. exhibited a variety of other allego- 


ries, infinitely more complicated than the 


former, but of all which he gave ſuch ek,/ 
_ plications, that he raiſed the eaſy facetionls 
neſs and flowing hilarity of our fellow com- 


potators to the higheſt pinnacle of exalta» 
tion. Burſts of merriment, and flaſhes of 

tranſport broke forth like coruſcations of 
lightening, and we diſturbed the neigh- 


bourhood with the Wenn 918 our 
en | 


| * 8 Ne 137. 
3 Ram. No. 151. Iam inclined t6 ine a 


in this ſentence, Lexiphanes has nnn 


bis own character. 
7 Ramb. No. 124, LIES! 195. 
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32 LEXIPHANES. 


As we had now attained the ſublimeſt 
rite of merriment, it was all of a ſud- 
den intercepted*, our gaiety darkened, 
and a totaliry of confuſion introduced by 

the exhibition of a violent altercation be- 
tween a Grocer of ſignal celebrity, corpu- 
lency, and opulency in Cheapſide, and a 
raw-bon'd hard- faced, high-cheeked Cale- 
donian, who had arrived thus far in his 
erratick progreſs from his native barren 
heaths, to the fertilized meadows circum- 
jacent about this metropolis, in the inveſti- 
gation of preferment. We were all hold- 
ing our ſides, totally convulſed with uni- 
verſal laughter, when the Grocer emitted 
a thundering roar of poſterior vociferation. 
The convivial aſſociates were ſtartled as at 
the ſudden and unexpected exploſion of 
ordinance; and the Caledonian ſcratching 
his head, and appall'd gazing the corpu- 
lent preſence over his left ſhoulder, ad- 
dreſſed him thus in the vulgar dialect of- 
his Provincial barbariſm. Are thae the 


"* Raſlolas. 
+ Appall'd, I gaz'd, the Seals preſence Pleaſ. 
1 B. 2. J. e 
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I EXITHANES. 1 
manners of you Bram London fok ? gif it be 


ſae, Twiſs I was &en at my ain bam?” agen. 
The Grocer vouchſafed not a reply, mani- 
feſted not the leaſt ſignal of villatick baſh- 
fulneſs, but elevating his left leg with all 


the compoſure of a calm deliberation, ex- 


hibited.a ſecond vociferation, louder and 
more ſonorous than the former. At the 

ſame time, thdugh it had neither eſcaped N 
our auditory, nor our olfactory nerves, he 
clenched his fiſt, gave the bench before 
him a colliſion, e the Caledonian with 
an emphatical ſignificance of gaze, and be- 
ing a true- born Engliſhman, as well as a 

ſignal patriot, cried out, with a blaſt of 
eructation, Lord 3—— The Caledonian 
became now the object of undiſtinguiſh- 
ed merriment. The fierce illapſe of paſſion 

rouſed the whole fabrick of his mind &, 
and his native ferocity being highly exacer- 
bated, he vented not his wrath in a reci- 
procation of reproaches, but having inſtan- 
taneous recurrence to fiſtical ratiocination 
beſtowed a violent e on the cor- 
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3% LEXIPHANES, | 
En Grocer's naſal promor tory, * which. 


in a moment, ſuffuſed with ſanguinary 


ſtreams, his plenilunar reſplendent counte- 
nance, and tarniſhed gold laced waiſtcoat. 


«« Ferocious inſtillations of diſcord were 


no transfuſed by a rapid diſſemination 
through the boſoms of the convivial and 
hitherto pacifick compotators. The Gro- 
cer debilitated by the imbecility and de- 


his priſtine bruiſing powers having been 
long reſtrained by the unwieldineſs of cor- 
pulency, ſuccumbed under the furies of 
| force with the liſtleſſneſs of languor and 
deſpondency of inferiority. But a Foe to 


Cattle, tho' a friend to a Grocer, and of 
equal celebrity for patriotick principles ö 
and liberal exhibition of poſterior vocife- 


ration, challenged and attacked the two- 
legged Confumer of Oats. Nor wanted 


either Butcher or Conſumer, Friends, Allies 
and Confederates. The former was aſſiſted 
by the auxiliar virtues and ſubſidiary aids | 
of patriots, anterior eructators, and po- 


ſterior 9 _ the latter by 


TB ne courtiers, 


* 


erepitude of age, and the exercitation f 
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joint muſicians on the Caledonian violon- 
cello. Entirely inefficacious and totally 


courtiers, his fellow conſumers of Oats, and 


fruſtraneous were all the mediatory inter- 
ceſſions and reconciliatory interpoſitions of 
myſelf, and the ſentimental Hibernian; . 
for a ſuſpenſion of. hoſtilities, and a ge- 
neral-pacification.- Finding the hearts of 


_ the antagoniſts irremediably exacerbated... 


with the corrofion of hatred, and recipro- 
cation of miſchief and reproaches, we eon- 
chided to repoſe in the-ſhades of neutrality, ., 
and avoid a fortuitous phat under * 
ſhelter of diſtance. : e 
Thus a combat ide 3 a ciret- - 
latory war commenced. Various were the 


changes, viciſſitudes and perplexities from 


the mutability of fortune, and victory long 
hung doubtful in the trepidations of _ 
balance and fluctuations of uncertainty®. 
At laſt, by the fortuitous ſupervention 5 


ſpontaneous intervention of the bard, in ; 
whom conſtellated + with equal luftre all 
5 bruiſing and poetical Powers: who ſatiated 
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of his ſuſceptible nymph, had juſt made a 
relinquiſhment, the patriotick fiſts became 
preponderant. And now had a total diſ- 
comfiture of the riſible Oat- conſumers 
enſued, had not the Caledonian who began 
the civil diſcord, and inteſtine conflighes | 
tion, alarmed two Highland militants then 
quartered in the Caravanſeray by his idio- 
matical yociferation. Ts there nae help here 
for poor Scotland? bauled he out with reite - 
rated efforts. At laſt the variegated mi- 
litants appeared, making flaming circula- 
tory irradiations with their brandiſhed 
broad ſwords, and emitting terrible ſacra- 
mental denounciations of mortal purpoſe, 
of | inſtant vengeance, death and deftruc- . 
tion. The combatants immediately ſur- 
ceaſed, and the Grocer, all terror-ſtruck 
with the dreadful exhibition, occumbed in 
a ſwoon. Our olfactory powers were now 
overcome by the odoriferous ſteams that 
iffued from him in a moſt exuberant effu- 
ſton, and afforded us a conjectural glimpſe || 
of what had been tranſacted under his ie; 
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moral habiliments. A parley then enſued 
between the Murtherer of Bullocks and. 
Conſumer of Oats, and preliminary arti- 
cles for an amicable congreſs were finally 
adjuſted. The Foe to Cattle obteſted that 
he entertained no antipathy to the Ca- 
ledonian emigrant or his country; and the 
two-legged Conſumer of Oats deprecated” 
forgiveneſs for aſſaulting his convivial afſo- * 
ciate the Grocer, and above all, for in- 
fringing the Claim of Rights, the Magna 
Cc barta of all true-born Engliſhmen, with 
8 reſpec to the liberal publick and unre-. 
mtmtrained exhibition of their powers of an- 
terior eructation and poſterior vociferation; 
and promiſed with all the ſolemnity of ſti- 
|; pulation, that he would never offend in a 
| point of that tender and delicate concern 
F | ment for the future. | 
. «.'E-aus.a perfect: harmony, a * 
ral tranquillity were happily reſtored. And 
a laſting and permanent pacification, of 
which the learned Hibernian and myſelf 
had been the mediators, and were now the 
Guarantees, was finally concluded, on terms 
by which the reſpeRive honours and inter- 
| e 


n 
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eſts of the belligerant powers were equalh 
conſulted. A reciprocal: and moſt ami- 
cable intermixture and conquaſſation of 
hands, with the moſt reſpectful profeſſions 
in the moſt ſonorous periods of everlaſting: 
amity, paſt now between the Cow-killer- 
and Oat-meal-eater. They vociferated for 
ſupernumerary pots of porter, with all 
the ardour of impatience, which were in- 
troduced and evacuated with all the ſilent. 
celerity of time +. Finally, of this civil- 
commotion, this national diſſention, no- 
conſequential traces remained, but exer — 
mental effuſions in the Grocer's femoral. 
habiliments, cerulean ſanguinary ſuffuſions 
all around the Caledonian's luminaries, . 
and a pruriginous, herpetieal and incur- 
able eruption of puſtules in the digitary in- 
terſtices, and over the brachial regions 

which the Murtherer of Bullocks had con- 
tracted by too frequent, prolonged and in- 

timate contact with the correſponding mem 
bers of his navel e and convivial 


". | Ramb, No. 109. | # Ram. No. 2. 
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L EXIfRAN ES. 


aſſociate, the two - legged Conſumer of 


It is ſaid, foreign gentlemen are at preſent muck 
addicted to the ſtudy of our language. A thing I 
am heartily ſorry ſhould take place, till the taſte of 
the publick, at leaſt, with reſpect to the authors we 
admire, be a little amended. They may not only 
entertain a very contemptible opinion of us as to 
that article, but alſo be led to conceive the ſtrangeſt 
notions of our laws, cuſtoms and manners; and what 
is yet more unlucky, conclude that the natives of one 
of our three kingdoms are really no better than ir- 
rational, irrifible, four-legged animals, and conſider- 
ed by their fellow- ſubjects, and the legiſlature in no 
other capacity. I am led into this train of reflection, 
by the following advertiſement, which Imet with the 
other Day in the Daily Ad wertig... 
The Conſumers of oats, within the cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, and Borough af Southwark, 
and who ſubſcribed towards the expences of obtain- 
ing the laſt act of parliament for empowering the 
1 in London to grant a certificate of the price 
of oats, four times a year, are deſired to meet their 
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Committee, at the Sun-Tavern, in St. Paul's Church= } 


yard, this day, being the 29th of December inſtant, 
at five o'clock in the afternoon, on ſpecial affairs.“ 
Now, whoever conſiders the definition of oats, 
given by Lexiphanes in his dictionary, and quoted. 
in page 23d of this dialogue, cannot conceive any 
thing to be meant by Cor/umers of Oats, in the gene- 
ral and comprehenſive ſenſe of the expreſſion, other 


than Engliſb hor/es or mares, and Scote men or women. 


"Tis certain, a foreigner wha ſtudies our language 
grammatically, and who muſt naturally look upon. 
this work of our renown'd. Lexicographer, as the 
wann of aur FangEP*s, 624 hate F 
13 | - | order 
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The ſentimental Hibernian, and my- 
ſelf, left them in the height of their ami- 
cable compotations and ſimultaneouſly re- 

1 turned 


order to learn the ſtrength and idiom, and peculiar 
meaning and energy of our words and phraſes; 
tis certain, I ſay, at ſuch a perſon, in ſuch a caſe; 
could underſtand nothing elſe by it. What then 
muſt we think of the above advertiſement ? will he 
not naturally conclude, that tis an ordinary thing 
in London, for Horſes and Scotch men to meet at 
a tavern, like friends and acquaintances, over a 
bottle; to appoint committees, out of their reſpec- 
tive bodies, to conſult together on their ſpecial af- 
fairs; and jointly to addreſs ſuch a venerable ſo- 
ciety as their worſhips, the Juſtices, about their near- 
eſt and moſt imporant concern, namely, the price of 
Oats, their common food. : 5 N 
Ambiguities of this kind, which may be produc- 
tive of very troubleſome miſtakes and inconvenien- 
cies, are great imperfections in a language, and 
ought carefully to be guarded againſt. It would 
be labour thrown away to petition the great Lexi- 
phanes, to alter one tittle, or j5ta of his dictionary, 
and to accommodate it to our weakneſs and prejudi- 
ces; barely to ſuggeſt the expediency of ſuch a mea-. 
ſure, would be high treaſon againſt his Lexicograpbi- 
cal poauers and authority. I muſt therefore content 
myſelf with beſeeching the ingenious compilers of 


the Daily Advertiſer, the next time they have ocea- 


ſion to inſert ſuch an advertiſement, that they, would 
have the goodneſs to add, to Conſum:rrs of Oats, the 
_ epithets of Twwo-legged, Rifible or Rational. Vet, on 

Gcond thoughts, even this honourable addition 
will not altogether do the bufineſs. For I humbly- 
apprehend no Engliſhman can be ſaid, in the pro- 
per and obvious ſenſe, to be a conſumer of 1 : 
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turned to Gray's-Inn, in the periodical iti- 
nerant vehicle. And there I had not long 
been, when Megalonymus, the Attorney, 
inchoated an action againſt me, at the ſuit 
of the mercenary owner of the conductiti- 
ous palfrey, which, in the courſe of his 
vertiginous gambols, had taken an erratick 


No, they are conſumers of the whiteſt of wheat-flour, 
adulterated only with lime and allum, and ſome few 
other poiſonous materials. That, however, is no- 
thing. Therefore: in the room of Conſumers, I would 
have Them ſubſtitute Buyers and Sellers, which will 
effectually anſwer the purpoſe. _ 3 
The advice I have given, I have myſelf followed. 
For wherever the Caledonian, the hero in the na- 
tional quarrel occaſioned by that true- rn Engliſh- 
man and Agnal patriot the Grocer, is mentioned as 2 
Conſumer of Oats, I have conſtantly added the dif- 
tinction of Two-legged or Rifivle, that he might at 
no time be miſtaken for a Horſe, his brother Cor- 
ſamer. But I have not ventured to honour him with 
the addition of rational, as apprehending the whole 
being put in Lexiphanes's mouth, that might be out 
of character. For he is known to hold the northern 
inhabitants of our iſland in ſuch ſovereign contempt, 
that it is much to be queſtioned whether he reckons- 
them an order of beings ſuperior to Bears or Baboons. 
However Their property of two-leggedneſs can never. 
be diſputed, and I hope many of them have ſhewn 
their Powers of Rifbility, by laughing very heartily 
at Him. For in fact, I know not a more laughable, 
- pens PG 1 5 the e ſuch 
a a ſolemn, ſelf-conceited, haughty, overbearing, pe- 
_ dantick old-ſchool-boy, as my Lexiphanes. * 8 ; 
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progreſs to ſuch a diſtance, and with ſuch 
velocity, that he could not be re-appre- 
hended. The bard, conſcious that the vi- 
olence of his repercuſſions, and the im- 
petuolity of his impaſſioned nerve, was the 
priſtine cauſe of all my complicated infe- 
licities, and comick calamities +, has pro- 
cured me the ſurety of his two bookſellers. 
My council is Pertinax t, who being early 
initiated in a thouſand low ſtratagems, 
nimble ſhifts, and fly concealments, con- 
tracted an intellectual malady which infec- 


ted his reaſon, and from blaſting the bloſ- 


ſoms of knowledge, proceeded in time to 
canker its root, At riper years, he caught 


the contagion of vanity, and diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by ſophiſms and paradoxes till his 
| ideas were confuſed, his judgment emba- 


raſſed, and his intelle&s diſtorted. But 


growing weary of a perpetual equipoiſe of 
the mind, he preſcribed a new regimen to 


his underſtanding, and being at ae wa 
covered from his argumental delirium, 


This word is mightily RESI ue for ſound, 


&c. in the Elem, of Criticiſm, + Ramb. No. 1765 8 


+ Br: Pertinax' 8 Letter, No. 95. 
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and geoplex ratiocigation, he now 3 
his powers with great ſedulity to the ac- 
quirement of legiſlative ſcience. The trial 
makes its approximation with the 1 | 
celerity of time, notwithſtanding 217 1% 
The laws delay, the proud man's e . 
Tue inſolence of office, and the fpurns 
Which patient merit of the unworthy takes. 
& had no ſooner effuſed this 99 
to Hypertatus, than Miſoeapelus, Herme- 
ticus, Hymeneus, Captator, Eubulus, and 
Quiſquilius & came up and + conjoined us, 
It was impoſſible for me not to ſuccumb | 
under the conjun& importunities of ſo - 
many illuſtrious aſſociates, who all ſimul- 


taneouſſy obſecrated me to accompany 


them in an ambulatory project to the wake- 
ful harbinger of day d at Chelſea, and there 
to recreate and invigorate our powers with 


buns, convivial ale, and a ſober erratick 
gane at ne, At length 1 adhibited 


—- Characters or correſpondents 96 our Author is 
the Rambler. © 
+ Elements of Criticiſm. - 1 Robenſpn. 5 


31 In Evgliſh the ben of he Cock. Up 
my 
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my conſent, though with an extremity of 
reluctance, owing to the implacability of 
the pain of my fundamental excoriations, 
which were fo highly exaſperated by the 
adheſions. of my everlaſting thickſets, 
that deſpair graſped my agonizing boſom, 
and I dreaded their termination in a fiſtula. 
But the pleaſing powers“ and grateful 
honours of their converſation, and above 
all, converting my thoughts to the n 
tion of aerial crowns, 


And ſuperlunary 6255. ©, WE 


obtunded the ny of my 9 


ſituation. 
0 Miſocapelus + had pl his kat 


fate behind the counter of a haberdaſher ; 
he had applied all his powers to the know- 
ledge of his trade, ſo that he quickly be- 
came a critick in ſmall wares, and a kilful 
contriver of new mixtures of colorifick va- 
riety. In the fourth year of his officinal- 
ſhip he paid a viſit to his. rural friends, 
where he expected to be conſulted as a 
maſter of pecuniary knowledge, and oracle 


'* Akenſide. _ 1 Nig ht Thoughts. PL 
25 See Miſocapelus's Letter, No. 116, 123. 1 


of the mode. But, unhappily, a 0 
of the guards, with a careleſs gaicty and un- 
ceremonious civility; and a ſtudent of the 
Temple, with leſs attraction of mien, but 
greater powers of elocution, ſo abſtracted 

all his auditors whilſt he was exhauſting | his 
deſcriptive powers in a minute repreſen- 
tation of a lord mayor's triumphal ſolem- 
nity, that thenceforth he could exhibit no 
other proofs of his exiſtence, than naming 
the toaſt in his turn. After the death of 
his elder brother, who died of drunken | joy, 
he commenced gentleman, but with great 
| infelicity of attempt. For with a double 
quantity of lace on his coat, a forbidding 
frown, a ſmile of condeſcenſion, a flight 
ſalutation, an abrupt departure, and a ver- 

tiginous motion on his heel with much le- 
vity and ſprightlineſs, he has not attained 
his reſolution of dazzling intimacy to a 
fitter diſtance, or inhibiting its approaches ; 
with its uſual phraſes of benevolence. He 
has had ſucceſſive circumrotations through, 
the characters of Squire, Critick, Game- 
ſter, and Foxhunter, but has at laſt dege- 
nerated inte chat of a To ; in 3 | 


'g - 3 en 


LENI P H NES. 45 | 


8 L 9 n ö . 8 * —_ 
J ” : * ** 
. s L 7 
6 . 
zu 
a - 2 
2 < 5 * ; 
— 3 a 
| 2 
Tay 5 
3 F : » 
, 4 
* r Fe 
« 4 fl 


Ci As Ki een recor anti to al 
her numerous circle of acquaintance, by 
the miſchievous generoſity of Ferocula, 
whom he once aſſiſted, in the preſence of 
hundreds, in an altercation for lax-pencs 
with a hackney coachmatn. | 
 « * Hymen#us, a curious indagator of 
into feminine ſecrets, had long been an 
_ unſucceſsful hymeneal ſolicitor, and ſeem- 
ed to lie under the penal ſeverity of being 
doomed to frozen celibacy, and of being ex- 
cluded by an irreverſible decree from all 
hopes of connubial felicity. He breathed 
out; the ſighs of his firſt affection at the feet 
of the gay, tlie ſparkling, the vivatious 
Ferocula, for he looked with veneratiorn 
on her readineſs of expedients, contemnpt 
of difficulty, aſſurance of addreſs, and 
promptitude of reply . He paid his ſub- 
ſequent addreſſes to the deep- read Miſothea, 
the inexorable enemy of ignorant pertneſs 
and puerile levity, who ſcarcely conde- 
ſcended to infuſe tea but for the lingtilt, 
eee and ee e 
of this paragraph, conſult the letters fi igned e 
nus and Tranquilla, in the Rambler. | 


+ Night Thoughts. f A Quaternion. , : | 
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the geometrician, the aſtronomer, or r che 
poet. She was only to be gained by the 
ſcholar who could overpower her by diſ- 
putation. Amidſt the fondeſt ardours of 
courtſhip ſhe could call for a definition, 
and contemned every argument for fixing 
the day of his felicity, that could not be 
reduced to regular ſyllogiſtical argumen- 
tation. Thirdly, he ſolicited connubial 
conjunction with the calm, the prudent, 
the oeconomical Sophronia, but ſurely it 
might be forgiven him if he forgot the 
decency of common forms, when from an 


exceſs of her oeconomical ſolicitudes ® ſhe 


diſcharged her maid Phillida for breaking 
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ſix teeth of an ivory comb, which had cost 4 3 


her three half crowns. Soon after, an in- 


vitation to ſup with one of his buſy hy- 5 2 
meneal ſolicitors, made him, by a con- 


certed chance, acquainted with Camilla. 4 
He could not ſuppreſs ſome raptures q f 


admiration and flutters of deſire, and Was 55 


| caily perſuaded to make nearer approx- ; 
mations, Bur he found that = made fuck 


* Rambler, No. 162, eo 
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generous e to en verges $of eviitiey) 
that he thought not his quiet and honour * 


to be. entruſted to ſuch audacious virtue, 
which could not but be fugacious , as it 


was hourly courting danger, and ſolicit- 


ing aſſault. His next miſtreſs was the 


nicely tricked Nitella, but he was diſguſted 
at the ſuperſtitious regularity of her apart- 


ments, the occaſionality and ambitiouſneſs 
of her dreſs, and want of familiarization 


to her own ornaments. And now his evil 


deſtiny conducted him to a Charybdis, 


' whoſe moderate deſires for ſeals and ſnuff- 


boxes, riſing by degrees to a rapacity for 


gold and diamonds, effectuated a ſuperad- 
dition of one more, to ſix and forty fruſ⸗ 


traneous hymeneal ſolicitors. Laſtly, Im- 


peria took poſſeſſion of his heart, but kept 
it not long. He left her to grow wiſe at 


leiſure, or continue in errour at her own. 


| EXPENCE. Thus he had hitherto paſſed his 
Ie in frozen celibacy. His friends indeed 


told him, that he dreſſed up an ideal 
charmer in all the radiance of perfection, 


i and then entered the world to gaze for a 
oe excellency in e beauty. 


"+ Sterne's n. 


But 
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But Wings it was not. FAN to | hope for 
ſome terreſtrial lady unſtained. At laſt, 
through the intervention of the Rambler, 
and without any danger of malignant faſ- 
cination, or multiplying ſtipulations, he 
was coalited“ in a connubial conjunction 
with Tranquilla, whoſe ears had been 
made delicate by riot of adulation 1 588 Who 
had danced the round of gaiety amidſt che 
murmurs of envy and gratulations of ap- a 
plauſe, been attended from pleaſure to 
pleaſure by the ſuperciliouſneſs of gran 
deur, the levity of ſprightlineſs, and 
the glitter of vanity +; and ſeen her re- 
gard ſolicited by the obſequiouſnels, of ; ga- 


lantry, the gaiety of wit, and timidity of. 

love. Their proſpects were ſuch, that 
they ſpread themſelyes into, the bg” 

regions of eternity. But they were doom. 

ed to give one inſtance more of the uncer- 

| trainty of human diſcernment, and the fra- 3 

| gility of connubial hopes of felicity. The. 

| extreme delicacy of Tranquilla had been 7 

ſomewhat offended at a warty excreſcence 

on the tip of 1 little finger . 

» Hume's Hiſtory. + Raubles No 119. 

8 x Ny; No. 145.  $ A double Triad. 


Ff 5 


— 


5 
* 4 
3 
3 


— 2 
F ˙ m rn er en TOTO * 
- 9 > — 1 r 


and chat of Hymeneus i in totality diſguſted, 
at a ſmall mole obumbrated with a ceru- 
lean exuberance of capillary honours on 
the inſide of Tranquilla s femoral regions, 
a little above the dexter genuflexion. They 
now became diffocial, and their children 
were foris-familiated.” And Hymeneus, 
unable to repreſs the accumulated i invigo- 
ration of his powers, has grown enam 
oured of the generick * habit and inter- 
dicted happineſs of incidental repercuſſions, | 
in the ſelection of which he f is determined - 
by the vibratiuncles and armature of Her- : 
meticus's artificial magnets. - 1 ant 
« Hermeticus has for a long time applied 
his corporeal and mental powers to the 
wonders every day produced by the pokers 
of magnetiſm and wheels of electricity. 
He has fallen eleven times ſpeechleſs with 
electrical ſhocks, he has twice dillocated 
his limbs, and once fractured his ſkull j in Tz 
eſfiying to fly, and four times endanger- 
ed his life by ſubmitting to the transkuſon 
of blood. But he has now entered into a 
| zealous competition for e fame, 7 
* Elements of Cr ici. | 


n 55 OY ＋ E x r 5 H ry N E I_ _—_ * _ 


e LEXI P'E FA TIES 81 | 11 = 
| ning to a hint of the Rabbi Abraliam 
ben Hannaſe, he has diſcovered a method = 
of detecting connubial wickedneſs, and pre- 
ſerving the connubial compact from viola- 
tion. It is an armature of a particular | 
metallick compoſition, which concentrates 
the virtue, and determines the agency of 
magnets, to diſcover, byathe nature: and 5 
quality of their reciprocating vibratiuncles, 
all the different modifications wherein 
breaches of connubial fidelity and the laws 
of chaſtity had been conſummatet. 
Eubulus is now labouring in the wheel : 
of anxious dependance. His uncle, wha 
ſupplied him with exuberance of money, 
and maintained him in pecuniary impu- 
dence that he might learn to become his ; 
dignity when he ſhould be made Lord 
Chancellor, which he often lamented that 
the increaſe of his imbecillities and decre- 
pitude was very likely to preclude him 
from ſeeing, had frequently harraſſed him 
with monitory letters. But Eubulus at 
laſt reſolved to teach young men in What 
manner grey-bearded infolence. ought. to 
hi nag He therefore, one evening, 
Di; ; nn 


5 LEXIPH ANES. 
took his pen in hand, and after having 
rouzed his powers to a due ſtate of anima- 
tion with a catch, wrote a general anſwer | 

co all his monitions with ſuch vivacity of 
turn, ſuch. elegancy of irony, and ſuch aſ- 

perity of ſarcaſm, that he convulſed a large 
company with univerſal laughter, kindled 

up an undiſtinguiſhed blaze of merriment, 
raiſed an unintermitted ſtream of jocularity, 
diſturbed the whole neighbourhood with 
Locifemtions of applauſe, and five days 
afterwards was anſwered, that he muſt be 
content to live upon his own eſtate.  - 
Captator had an unreſiſting nies 

4 of temper, and an inſatiable cupidity for 

. riches, yet he never felt the ſtimulations of 
curioſity, nor ardour of adventure. There- 
fore, when the ſailor propoſed a voyage, 
he fell ſick under his mother's direction, 

who employed ſuch ſuperfluity of artifice, 
that ſhe was with difficulty perſuaded not 
to endanger her health with nocturnal at- 

tendance. This deceit was diſcovered to 
the ſailor by his mother's handmaid, when 
he made her amorous advances, and foli- 
cited her with e ä The 
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LEXIPHANES. 63 
Squire was likewiſe diſguſted, and he now : 
depends ſolely on the Chambermaid; and 
if the old woman ſhould likewiſe at laſt © 
deceive him, is in danger ar once e of es £28 
gary and ignorance. * 
_ * Quifquilius has brought i inconvenien- _ 
cies on himſelf by an unextinguiſhable ar- 
dour of curioſity, and an unremitted per- 
ſeverance in the acquiſition of the produc- 
tions of art and nature. Yet he does not 
wiſh to ſtimulate the envy of unſucceſsful 
collectors by too pompous a diſplay of his 
ſcientifick wealth. Theſe accumulations: 
have not been made without ſome-diminu- 
tion. of his fortune; he has transferred his 
money from the funds to his cloſet, and 
| has at laſt mortgaged his land, to purchaſe 
= thirty medals 1 — he could never find 
| before. For curioſity trafficking with ava- 
rice, the wealth of India had not been 
enough. The cruelty of his creditors has 
made: an expilation of his repoſitory, and 
he will be conſtrained to diſſeminate, by a 
rapid fale, what the labour of an age will — 
nat re- collect and re-afſemble. He has 
: es me a e of two vials, in one of. 
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ebullition of genius I are ſo fig 
ſtellated. Our accurrence was near the 


OE — 


26, 198, 82. 


54 LEXIPHANES. 
which is dew bruſhed from a Banana, in 


the gardens of Iſpahan; in the other brine, 


that once vertiginated in the Pacifick 
Ocean, for which he deſires no other re- 
compence, than that I ſhould recommend 


his catalogue to the publick. 


.* Such were my convivial aſſociates - 85 
r while we continued our viatorial p en 
greſſion through the royal perambulations, 


we e ee, occurred that celeſtial me- 
ditant Mr. James Hervey, in whom exu- 


berance of magnanimous ſentiment and 
a ly- con- 


gate heretofore denominated from a noble 


man on whoſe productions there is no 
ſtamp of genius . but which are in reality - 


For theſe four characters, ſee Ramb: No. 199, 
| + Ramb. No. 129. 


t Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham. This is the 


character iven by Warton, in this Eſſay on Pope, : 


of that Nobleman's writings. I own that Lexipha- 


nes does not in ſo many words, call them Pages of 


[nanity. He applies that expreſſion to Wallh. .. But, 
he does what is equivalent. He ſays, in his Idler, 
1 think, poſterity will wonder how ſuch men as Shef- 
field and Lanſdowne ever came to have any reputa- 
tion. What muſt poſterity thank of the preſent age, 


In which this Hog malice pedant has. obtained ſo 


great a reputation! 


85 pages 


. *. 


3 7 i 7 £ IE: 


pages Fr. Ns 8 it TO now, With. 
_ greater propriety of appellation, dighified: 


from our moſt amiable ſovereign' s tranſ- 


cendental conſort. Without pre. ſuppoſing: 
impoſſibiliries of anticipating, fruſtration, 
we folicited his company with the ſonorous⸗ 
periods of reſpectful profeſſion, that while 
we ſhould be diſporting with. the bowl and 
Pins, he might be agglomerating medita- 
tions onthepenſile ſpiky pods of the bloom- 


ing religioſos « of the gardens, but he tranſ- 


| mitted us a declinature! in the „ 
of coldneſs, for he was. going to effuſe the 
fair creation + of his. . Praying powers a 
the bed-ſide of a penitential nymph in 
Lewkener's 8 lane. i However, he gave us 
a promiſſory, note he would ſubjoin a deſ- 
cant on the creation = Fs 


At length we are at the place of 


our original deſtination, without any in- 


tercepting F interruption; only Hymenæus 
and Hermeticus would have diverted into 


the fountain i in the F. ive F ields, i inc order te 
* Ramb, No. f 194. 85 
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2” LEXIPHANES. 1 


try ſome magnetical experiments on an 
ambylatory nymph, who ſeemed perpetu- 
ally ſuſceptible of occaſional delight. But 
they were reſtrained, as well by the unex- 
pected appearance of Tranquilla, who juſt 
them tollutated along in a rotatory vehicle, 
as by the unanimous. ſimultaneity of our 
prohibitory ſupplications. On our ingrefs 
into the ſcene of ſkittleary contention, we 
expedi ited ambaſſadors with plenary powers 
to procure us buttered buns, charming 
Cheſhire cheeſe, tart tit· bit tartlets, are 
ripe radiſhes, and recent rolls* ; we en- 
hanced our reciprocal felicity by quaffing 
convivial Burton; and we diſported with 
the bowl and pins. At laſt, after various 

viciffitudes and revolutions of a vehement 
contention, and ardent competition for ſkit- 
tleary reputation, the totality of the reckon- 
8 ing devolved uponQuiſquilius, Quiſquilius, 


58 Alliteration; a figure Lexiphanes ſeems to be 
ſometimes very fond of, though I do not ſay he has 
ever carried i it to that 2 70 of affectation, , in which it 
is found in the paſſage referred to, or in the foregoing 

* Jawory ſheep heads, prime pigs pettytoes, and plump plum h- 
+ pudding ; but [ thought at not amiſs, to give into the 
Ca, icalura a little now and then, a thing [ have ſel- 
dom had occafion of * 


being 


LEXIPHANES: 7 


| being devoid of pecuniary ſtares, offered to 
depoſite as a mode of hypothecal ſecurity, 
the ſtings of four waſps, that had been. 
taken torpid in their winter quarters.. 
But the landlord rejected. the proffer with 
an indignant ſneer of.pecuniary impudence. 
Quiſquilius vainly alleged, with all the. 
powers of deprecating rhetorical perſuaſion, 
that the waſps from whom the ſtings had 
been extracted, coſt him the annual. rent 
of the farm where they had. been caught, 
when under the influence of frigorifck 
torpor. The unfeeling governor of the 
caravanſeray replied not, but with-a trite 
ſaying of proverbial vulgariſm, A fool. 
and his money are ſoon parted. At laſt, 
after a tedious altercation, Miſocapelus, 
inſtigated by the ramifications of private. 
friendſhip, diſburſed the ſymbol. 
When now we had with ſome difficul-. 2 
ty effectuated a relinquiſhment of this dig-- 
nified ſcene of ſkittleary contention, aduſky: 55 
and cerulean darkneſs had begun to obum-, — 
brate the ſuperficies of the conſtellated re- 
gions, and to diminiſh the horizon of our - 2? 
W We ambulated homeward, Aids 


38 LEERIPHANEKS - ©» 
ed by the declining coruſcations of a-cres 
puſcular glimmering. In our viatorial pro- 
greſſion, we were now oppoſite the Porto- 
bello, where latrocinary Homicides wont 
to lurk, and make incurſions on unſuſpec- 
ting way-farers, and comminutions of their 
purſes and lives. Terrification ſeized me 
from the drearineſs of the ſcene, and the 
reflection that the ghoſts of the murdered 


might now be hovering round the fatal 
pPlbwaces where their terreſtrial exiſtences had 


WT. 


been comminuted. Eubulus, that infidel 
and inſolent contemner of grey-bearded 
wiſdom, obſerving the tremulous commo- 
tion of my nerves, and entertaining a 
| conjefural glimpſe of my mental ſitua- 

tion, apprehended me by the ſleeve, vo- 
ciferating with all the ſemblance of terror: 
Behold an apparition, the ghoſt of a mur- 
dered traveller! I adverted my lyminaries 
_ forward, and gazed an object ſeem- 
ingly of immenſe magnitude, and arrayed 
in a veſture of ſhining radiance. I ſuffer- 
| ed 2 reduplication of horrifick terrors, and 
again Eubulus exclaimed; Tis FANNY !. 
tis Miſs FANNY herſelf, the very iden- 


ical 


tical Sol o Cock lane! 1 5 190 come to 
puniſh and terrify a ſceptical unbelieving 
world. Heareſt thou not, her e 
of negation, her repercuſſions of affirma- 
tion, and her ſcalpations of indignation“! 
_ = Succumbing now under an ac« umula- ] 
eva of horrors, actuated as if 1 had been 
a meer in voluntary mechaniſt, and having 
e ty a enen 1 15 * has. | 
ejaculated. 065-1098 i | 


Angels and laber of 8 defend Eh 1 
Be thou a ſpirit of health i or e 4 
Bring with thee airs from heaven, or bissen, zellF © 
Be thy events, wicked or charitable! 
Thou com'ſt in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape .. RS 
That I will ſpeak to thee! I'll call thee FANNYY . b 
Maid! miſtreſs! injur'd fair! What may this n 8 3 

That thou dead coarſe again, in winding meet, 8 
Reviſitꝰſt thus the gimp cri 


t ſeems, that in Abe den UA of the famous 
Cock-lane Ghoſt, a ſingle knock fignified Ne, 2 
double one Yes, and ſcratchin imported diſolegſare. 8 
Tis pity N ifs Fanny fo Wort ki rs her Wie 3 
to this world, otherwiſe it may be preſumed, Lex: 
Phanes, who, tis ſaid, was a very diligent and at. - 

tentive ſcholar, would have become as great an adept 
in the dialect of Ghoſts, as Homer was in that of 2 
Gods, or as he himſelf in his own mother tong 
It might, in time, have furniſhed our great Lexicos 
grapher with materials for a dictions of the LL. 1 
guage of Spirits, © | | 5 

4 Elements of Criticiſm. _ | 
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Making i it hideous ; and us FOOLS of N ATURE. 
So horribly to ſhake our diſpoſitions © 


1 ö Wich thoughts beyond the reaches of our fouls, 
-Wherefore, what may this mean? 
©... 4%. Whilſt thus cjaculating, b 
with that magnanimity of ſentiment, that 
undauntedneſs of reſolution, and that i intre- 
pidity of courage, derived from his habita-. 
tion in the elevated regions of a garret, 
approached the place where the apparition 
ſeemed to lie, fixed in torpid immobility. 
But at his approximation it ſtarted like a 
guilty thing, and ran vagiſſating along the 
Champain, as if it had been the youthful 
maſculine offspring of a Tauro vaccineal 
conjunction. „ Tr 
At this uncxpetted ee my fel 
; 156 compotators were totally conv ales with : 
univerſal laughter; and even Hypert⸗ 
himſelf, my moſt amicable chad al. 5 
i —  ciate, could nor altogether repreſs the in- 
REA ſtantaneous motions. of merriment “. As. 
for myſelf, 1 reprehended Eubulus, with 
the ſonorous vociferations of anger, and 5 5 
told him that the precipitation of his inex- 
5 ande ought to be ſhackled. wel a Pages 5 
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LEXIPHANES. 


timidity +, and that though he had 1 
ed his uncle's monitory letters with ſuch vi⸗ 
vacity of turn, ſuch elegancy of irony, and 
ſuch aſperity.of ſarcaſm, that he had left 
him henceforth to live upon his own eſtate 5 
and that though he had retorted the irony. 
of his patron Hilarius, equally. renowned 
for the extent of his knowledge, the ele- 
gance of his diction, and the acuteneſs of 
his wit with ſuch ſpirit, that he ſoon. 
convinced him his purpoſe. was not to en- 
courage a rival, but to foſter a Paraſite 
I told him, I ſay, that he ſhould not witk 
impunity derogate from my dictatorial in- 
portance, rem uneratory honours, and ac- 
cumulations of preparatory knowledge, is 
With the pertneſs of puerility, the:levity of 
contempt, and the deriſion of ridieule. 
15 Evbulie, though he could hardly: articu- 

| hte for a ſuffocation of riſibility, declared 

7 with profound ſacramental obteſtations, 
that he had himſelf laboured under fimilar 
powers of deception. 1 believed him 


not, . threatened t. to convict him of the 


bel, Ramb, No. 159. | 1 * * 0p] No. 26, 5 in. _ 


* 
"te 
. 


EEXIPHANES: 
Sah of his imaginaty rellibide b 
manual ſyllogiſms, fiſtical applications, and. 
baculinary argumentation. 1 

But Hypertatus re ecalled us from ex 
centricity *, and by an extetporancous 
forightlitieſs, a happy interruption, and an- 
tidotal intervention, repreſſed our animoſi- TD 
5 0 compoſed our differences, and reſtored 
our hilarity, He tured and rouzed us 
_ from a vivacious loquacity, a torpid riſibi. 
'1 ; ny, and languiſhment of inattention * by 


% 


TP 


—_— 


cecffuſing, in a ſtrain of peculiar eloquence, 

| 1 an elaborate diſſertation on the multiplieity 

of buſineſs, aſtoniſning intellectual powers, 

| | and accelerated train of perceptions I in 

. the mind of the dwarfiſn dra wer, Mr. Jehn 

11 Conn. It is not to be conceived, ſaid he; 

44 length 2 habit of —_— in affairs 

1 will ery ſome men. Le a ſtranger, or 


1 let any Perſon to whom wh niche! is not 


„ — | No. 1 51. 9857 55 Bamb. No. 124. Ig 


1 The rhapſody gk now near a cloſe I have 
_ exhauſted all my power:, in bringing together, in this 
and che two foregoing paragraphs, a ſtring of Mr. 
's favourite figures of ſpeech, namely, of 
ſenſeleſs unmeaning 7 iadt, all in the true Lexipha- . 
nick taſte, and moſt of em really to be found in his 


5 
89822 


familiar; 
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Faint attend che dra ver at the cock, 
through the labours but of one day, dur- 
ing a ſeaſon of ſkittle-playing : How great 
will be his aſtoniſhment? What multipli- 
city of in- and- out- of. doors · buſineſs, what 
profound attention, and what elaborate 
application to matters of Beer-drawing 
The train of perceptions muſt, in this great. 
diminutive, be accelerated far beyond the 
common. courſe of nature. Yet no cons. 
fuſion nor hurry; but in every reckoning 
the greateſt juſtneſs and accuracy. Such 
is the force of habit! How happy i is man 
to have the command of a principle of 
action, that can elevate him ſo far above 
the OY, condition * humanity * 85 1 43 
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Is 
* This rant we e —_ ———_ Chanel 
lor of Great Britain, for Drawer at Ha Cock, law-buſis © 
n:/,, for in-and-out-of-doors-buſtneſi, Mon of Parkainive, N 
for feaſon of Shittle-playing, and government, for beer. 
drawing, is almoſt word for word a rant in the 
Elements of Criticiſm, in praiſe of a late Chancellor. 0 
- The original was compoſed, as the margin informs 
us, in 1753, wa een dee 1763. The reader may 
conſult what the author ſays a few pages after» 
wards, about ridicule and parodies. He juſtly ob- 
| ferves, that a parody may be ſucceſsfully uſed either 
when it does or does not ridicule the originabpaſſage 
Ft SOR to. The: e is a of the ä 
2 p rt. 
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4075 On our ingreding the royal walks we 
became diſſocial and diſparted. , Miſoca- 
pelus, Captator, Eubulus,-and Quiſqui- 
lius properated before, with a rapid. oſci- 
| tancy. The Squire to his fiſt floor, the 


SY * 


fort. For, as it happens, the thoughts, ſuch as they 
are, may be applied with the ſame truth and pro- 
priety to either perſonage, whether the Chancellor 
or the Drawer, provided they be alike expert in their 
reſpective occupations, And it likewiſe affordeth 
us, a very apt and happy inſtance to ſhew how much 
_ ridicule is the teſt of truth and juſtneſs of thought; 
. Which by the by this very ingenious writer proveth 
in the chapter referred to, and in a clearer and con- 

The rx than I remember to have met' with. 


The reaſon is what follows. Lord K confines 
the praiſes of a very great man, I believe, to qualities, 
ſuch as mere habits, a quick ſucceſſion of perceptions 
and tranſition from one ſort of buſineſs to another, 
qualities that are common and in equal or greater 
perfection among the loweſt vulgar, and employed 
by them in the meaneſt and moſt inſignificant pur- 
ſuits. Whereas had he celebrated him for the diffi- 
culty and importance of his acquirements, his in- 
flexible integrity and unceaſing labours in the ſervice 
of his country and in the duties of- his high and ex- 
alted office, I think in that caſe the keeneſt and moſt 
licentious ridicule might be ſafely ſet at defiance, 
rovided however there were no quaint affected or 
72 Lack expreſſions, ſuch as the retarded or ac- 
_ evlercted train of perceptions; &. This reflection ap- 
pears to me ſo obvious, I wonder it eſcaped the 
author, eſpecially one who hath ſhewn ſuch depth of 
thought and admirable penetration in unfolding the 
moſt intricate turnings and windings of the human 
heart, underſtanding and conſtitution. ; 8 
"Feat | „„ | | rel 


| LEXIPHANES. 


teſt to their garrets. bk lingered behind, 

detained by my fundamental malady. Hy- 
menæus, Hermeticus, and Hypertatus pre- 
ſerved a ſimilar pace, curious to gaze the _ 
venal charms of ambling nymphs. Amidſt 
the various conflux of ſuch peripateticks, | 

Hymenzus had. a fortuitous occurrence 


fair, he ſimulated * a paſſion for her, and 
invited her to Haddock's. Hymenzus, 
Hermeticus and Miſclla, entered boldly at 
the ever- open gate. But Hypertatus and 
myſelf obſerved ſome very reſpectable 
bookſellers engaged i in an ambulatory pro- 
ject under the piazza's vault. Thoſe Wor- 
thies, who, according to a dignified author 2 
of ſignal celebrity for critical and paradox- 
ical powers , are even in this enlightened £ 
age, neither the worſt Judges nor the leaſt 
rewarders of literary merit , had engaged 
| Hypertatus, with vehement injunctions of 


phanick word in the net e that go by that 


name. $ ; 


4 +. See W. — s 's preface t to > his edition of Shakes : 
| 1 | 


"0 Witneſs the high price given for Paradiſe WY > 
* | 


with Miſella, He accoſted the wandering ” 7 


»The World. This is, perhaps, the only Lexi- 1 f 


LEXIPHANES. 
Hbaſte, to write a full and candid confuta- 
tion of all the falſe reaſonings, abſurd mif- 
repreſentations of facts, and inſidious in- 
ſinuations, contained in the laſt political 
pamphlet, which, if we may truſt the ve- 
Tacity of fame, was his own production; 3 
and they had me likewiſe under terms of 
ſtrict obligation, to compoſe a perpetual 
 Gommentary on the immortal productions 
of the divine Shakeſpear* ; j therefore, 
fearful of their colliſion, and eluſive of 
their gaze, by a low ſtratagem, nimble 
ſhift, and ſly concealmer nt, we made. our 
entry at the poſtern gate in Hart- ſtreet. 
WMWe conjoined our aſſociates in an apart 
ment whence all the evils of life ſeemed - 
extracted and excluded, and we heard the 
dance of feſtivity, and the ſong of mirth. 
While we were evacuating a goblet of 
mantling arrack, Hermeticus made a mag- 
netical experiment on Miſella, which, 
ouch: it was s performed with A magnet of 
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9 When this was written, Mr. — ien ar 
Shakeſpear was only in expetiancy. It hath ſince. 
been publiſhed, and even in the judgment of the 
public, ſo much prejudiced in his Pan has fully 
verified the Proverb 5 Parturiunt Montes. 

the 


the moſt nog and inert p aer during 
the aſt diurnal circumrotation, ſnhe had re- 
ciprocated civilities with four and twenty 
different aſcenſors. Miſella retired to an 
adjoining apartment, whither Hymenæus 
ſoon followed her. But in the mean tune 
he deſcanted very philoſophically, and ef. 
fuſed many ſage reflections on the fugaci - 
ouſneſs of connubial felicity, and inſtabi- 
lity of human enjoyments. On making 
his exit, he apprppriated to me the follow- 
ing lines, out of Young's divine Poul 
the Night Thoughts. Y F 


aw 


Come my ambitious, let us mount ttoget as 
To mount, the Rambler never can refuſe. | 


« After a ſhort delay, ſome incidental o oc | 
curtences afforded me a conjectural glimpſe 
that Hymenæus was aſcendin gin the abrupt- 
- neſs of extacy *®. Sympathy affected me 
with ſimilarity of ſenſations and uniſonal 
vibrations of mind. My own aſcenſionary 
powers, which erſt were relaxed with numb- 
neſs, congealed with frigorifick torpor, and 
debilitated with the e . 
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LEXIPHANES, 


of an ardent contention and zealous com- 
petition for ſkittleary fame, received a tem- 
porary influx of ſympathetical, momentary 
invigoration. The drowſineſs of heſitation * 
being thus wakened into reſolve, I dif- 
patched an expert and ſkilful plenipotenti- 
ary in queſt of one of thoſe nymphs who 
enjoy a perpetual ſuſceptibility of occaſional 


f pleaſure. FHypertatus undertook the cure 


of my intellectual malady. He laid before me 


the tortuoſities of imaginary rectitude, the 
complications of ſimplicity, and aſperities 


of ſmoothneſs; he repreſented, that the 
ſofteſt bloom of roſeate virginity repells 
the eye with excreſcencies and diſcolora- 
tions; he attempted to awaken the powers 
of diſlike, raiſe an artificial faſtidiouſneſs 
at the coarſeneſs of vulgar felicity, and 
fill my imagination with phantoms of tur- 

pitude, naked ſkeletons of delight, pains 


of pleaſure, and deformities of beauty . 


But he had not the addreſs to adminiſter, 


nor did he know with what vehicles to diſ- 
$2 guiſe the catharticks of the ſoul. 


At laſt, 


* Idler; 1 For this ſentence, ee Ram. No. 1 112. 


„ 5 8 
* - * os 
9 : : : 4 * 


LEXIPHANES! 65 
che ambaſſador of love returned introducing 
Perdita. Hypertatus continued ſtill to har- 
raſs me with monitory injunctions, and 
deter me with prohibitory ſanctions; but 
gazing the meretricial preſence, whoſe 
charms would rouſe the old to ſenſibility, 
and ſubdue the rigorous to ſoftneſs, I be- 
gan to entertain a conjectural glimpſe, 
that Hypertatus was practiſing arts of ſup- 
plantation and detraction, and that he was 
inſtigated by the corroſions of envy to 
poiſon the banquet which he could not 
_ taſte, and to blaſt. the harveſt which he 
had no right to reap. | Therefore, that he 
might not in tercept the regular maturation 
of my ſchemes, I ſhook off the drowſ7 
equilibrations of undetermined counſels 32 

and carried Perdita to a private pr HN | 

And now ye, wholiſten with credulity © 
to the whiſpers of fancy, and purſue with 
eagerneſs the phantoms of hope, who ex- 
pect that age will perform the promiſes of _ 
youth, and that the deficiencies of the pre- 
fent 7 will be Orr 1 the morrow z. 


> 5 x 5 N f | ma 92 
* R ; 8 0 3 F o of 8 Fl 
amb. 1 „„ „„ 
No. 5 ? N £4 3 
. $ 4 
. 


\ 1 * tte ws I } 


25 
5 
75 
+ 


34 | Ip 
4 
* 
* 
19 
14 
EB 
1 
* 7 12 
4 1 
. 
1 
| 


= „ + * i SY * 2 . 
= . — RET r 8 — 2 © * wht © od any <- 4 — . 4 
4 * 4 —— . 2 p N >» — a — . _ » 14 IA, - —_— IP, 
r e I 7 LE mm mg rr FP ET CT TOs Cane organs ; 
— rc * 8 , * . i 9" * > a> A. K — 
. a rea ws - og} - \ — —— * 
7 — - 2 * IX _ — d x —_ — — * — a l 
3232 — * — - gh — — — r a 20s JE U 
. 1 4 5 N : 60 O . 2 _ Lare 1 . * —— > 
<c— a 4 . W by — 2 2 * "a F 4a v_ - NIE 4 ee — — — 
9 ow — 9 om 2 2 * = x 2 * * 4 * brave. — _— _ — - - — — « — — * 
* - 4 3 =. 4 —— 2 p " = p - 2 + * . 
5 a; — 2 — 5 -% —— — os — — — OY en to $ _—_— wang —ͤ—ũ—ͤ— _w CIO n —äũ uq— — — — — — =_ — — 
— 2 — — wr 5 2 —— . ——— 0 EE 8 3 
— - des pe — - — —— — — 4 A - * I a OY _ 
7 N 6 - ? ©» E 
: 4 , 7 
KI : 
* 5 i 7 . 
* 


. to che own = GA þ PHOR of = 


Raſſelas, prince of Abyſſinia f. 


As ſoonas the neceſſary . ar- 
ticles for an amicable congreſs were finally 


aquſted to the mutual ſatisfaction of the 
contracting Parties, Perdita eagerly. co- 


ed to ripen barren volition into ef- 


ficacy and power . But alas! ſuch help- 


leſs deſtitution, ſuch diſmal inanity, ſuch 
gloomy privation, ſuch impotent deſire! 
the faculties of anticipation ſlumbered in 
deſpondency, but the powers of pleaſure 


mutinied not for employment 9; and vain. 
were all her faſcinating charms, and equal- 
ly yain all my artificial ſtimulations to ef- ˖ 
Fetume a proper and enn bebe 
tion of civilities. For the orbicular repo—-̃ 


ſitories of my powers, and ee of 
* N forms. 1 


3 e "Cairick.. ; 


"Se done, Mr. 3 for C God's 4 
ſake have done. We have had enough of 


aſcending, and TOE | Beſides, 1 gueſs. 


7 Raſſelas, Vol. 1. p. 5 5 Ramb. No. 116. 
5 Ramb. No. 133. e 
what 
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what follows. is neither fir for you to dead 
nor me to hear. he - his, however, is.not all 
find favlt with. Where the D—1! have. 
you collected all this traſh of hard words? 
from what magazine or ropoſitory have vou 

raked together theſe perverſe terms and 

abſurd phraſes, wherewith you have beſpat-. 

tered me, who never did you any wrong, 
at fo unmerciful A 7 4 _Some, I ſee, a are 


LE 


N 


have ranſacked the ond muſty Voltinis of _ 
former times, juſtly diſregarded when firſt 
written, and now deſervedly forgotten, The 
reſt I perceive you have gleaned up, with 
infinite pains, from Greek and Latin, from 
ſcholaſtick writers, and books on the ab- LT 
ſtruſe ſciences. And you think you have - 
done a mighty. pretty feat, that you have 
performed an eminent ſervice to learning, 1 
when you have wriggled in, over head and 
ſhoulders, ; a new-faſhioned long-tailed word, 
what in your own. phraſe I would call: a ver- 
micular. Rord. or a dark term of art, with⸗ 
out conſidering whether it be proper to the 7 
ſubject, ſuited to the capacity of your read- . 
ers, or indeed whether it be an a Engliſh | 


word 
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N IEXIPHANES. 


ust. 'You are the unfitteſt Pein 


of any I know for what you have under- 
taken, to compile a dictionary. Though 


tis indeed no wonder you ſhould bee em- 
ployed by bookſellers in ſuch a work. 
" Beſides, you are wholly ignorant of what 


is the main part, and makes the chiefeſt 
excellence of ſtile; I mean the choice of 
Words. For no where have you erred ſo 


groſsly as in your Ramblers, notwithſtand- 


ing you have ſuch admirable models be- 
fore you, in the writings of Steele and Ad- 


diſon, whom you have been ſo impudent 


as to call your great predeceſſors, What 
would they ſay, were they to riſe from the 
dead I what opinion do you think they 
. would entertain of the preſent age, that can 
Mnf bear ſuch a compariſon ! | 3 


I have heard your ſkill in lexicography | 


to be highly extolled : But cannot imagine 


what you would underſtand by it. I am 


aſſured you know nothing of the true ſpirit 


of the Engliſh tongue, which delights in 


5 words of one, two, or at moſt of- three 71. : 
3 lables derived from the old Saxon ſtock; 


and doth not willingly admit any Lan 
words 
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atever, " at leaſt in the common 


ſtile, unleſs they come to us through the 


channel of the French, and have been long, 
if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, denizons among 
us. But you, without any diſcernment or 
diſtinction, have huddled in all the Latin 
words you could ſcrape together, to which 
you could by any means affix an Engr 
termination. ; 

You really ſeem to me e poſſeſſed with A 
ſort of madnefs. ' Tis in my opinion a me- 
lancholy. And that windy vapour, or ra- 
ther watery humour which puffs you up, 
and makes you look ſo round and fair, is, 
in truth, the worſt ſymptom of your diſ- 
remper: Tis not impoſſible you may have 
many admirers in the preſent times, who 
are either ignorant of your calamity, or 
equal'y ſmitten, with the ſame diſeaſe. For 


. ought I know, ſome may give you the _ 


name of the excellent Rambler, and may 
join you in calling the productions of thoſe 
incomparable wits, Sheffield and Lanſdown, 
pages of inanity, one of your d m- d ex- 
cecrable Latin terms, and another of thoſe 
nomberleſs 1 5 with which Fu have fo 
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2. LEXIPHANES. 
peſtered me for this hour paſt, But truſt 
me, theſe muſt be pedants like yourſelf, 
Beſides, their applauſes cannot be diſinter- 
eſted. They either look for a return, or 
praiſe their own reſemblance in you. All 
men of good taſte and judgment, take my 
word on't, laugh at you, pity you, and 
hold your writings on the ſcore of their 
folemn and affected foppery in high con- 
tempt. 

Truly, Mr. 1 you appear to me 
a very unhappy perſon, who have not one 
real friend in ſo large a city, and among ſo 
numerous an acquaintance. Not one, who, 
in the courſe of ſo many years, has had the 
honeſty to inform you of the dangerous way 
you were in, or the generoſity to clear you 
of that monſtrous gathering of impure traſh | 
which will certainly burſt you aſunder one 
time or other. On the contrary, it ſeems, 
from your vanity and ſelf. ſufficience, they 
have flattered you, and told you, you were 
in a good confirmed ſtate of health, though 
you were all the while in the moſt deplor 
m ſituation. 


. 
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For my own part I thou ght at firſt to 


| have laugh'd at you; but chat torrent of 
hard words you poured out upon me all at 
unawares, quite ſtunned and overwhelmed 
me atlaſt. They made me very drunk and 
fick, I grew giddy, and ſhould actually 


* 


have vomited, had I not interrupted you, 


Truth is, I ſhall not reckon on being my 


own man again, till I have thrown up every. 15 
ſyllable J have heard from you. Would to 


God I could fee Dr. Monro: he has 


been buſied all his life- time, in looking 


after crazy, crack-brain'd feliows like your- 5 
ſelf. He may poſſibly do you ſervice, 


provided your caſe lie not beyond the reach 


of medicine. 
Well, I ſee a 3 coming towards 


us, whom I take, by his dreſs, to be a 


phyſician. It is not Monro. But who- : 
ever he be, n do no harm to conſult bl 


him. 


Sir; preſuming you, roch il appear- 
ance, a phyſician, though I have not the 
honour of being known to you, I make 
bold to conſult you on the caſe of my friend 


Mr. I here, who is extremely ill wich 


. the 


„ LEXIPHANES.. 


the diſeaſe of ſtrange words. Nott to mince 
the matter, but let it reſt between you and 
me, he is taken with a ſort of madneſs. 
Be ſo good as order ſomething for him, 
and I'll warrant you, if ever he recover 
His ſenſes, you ſhall be N rewarded 
for your trouble. 


FIRST PaysIcran. 


When ſhall the laurel and the vocal ſtring | 
Reſume their honours ? When ſhall we behold . 
The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand 5 
Aſpire to ancient praiſe ? Alas! how faint, 

How ſlow the dawn of beauty and of truth 
Breaks the reluctant ſhades of Gothic night 
Which yet involve the nations! Long they groan'd 


Beneath the furies of rapacious force ; „ | 
35 Oft 


*The reader cannot but obſerve the different 
manner in which I have treated the two Lexipha- 
neſes. Mr. Johnſon's matter and ſenſe is ſometimes 
ſo excellent, and his reflections now and then ſo 
juſt, and at the ſame time ſo uncommon, that it 
hides, in ſome meaſure, the abſurdity of the ſtile, 
which beeomes, on that account, the more danger- 
ous. I was therefore obliged to par-dy him, and in 
order to ſnew his hard words and affeQation 1 in a more 
glaring and ridiculous point of view, apply them to 
the meaneſt, the moſt ludicrous and phantaſtical ob- 
jects I could well think on. But ſuch a conduct 
Was by no means neceſſary with A-— de our poeti- 

cal — His 8 and eſpecially his phraſe 
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Oft at the gloomy north, with iron-ſwarms © | 
Tempeſtuous pouring from her frozen caves, _ 
Blaſted th' Italian ſhore, and fwepr tle works 
Of liberty and wiſdom down' the gulph „ 
- n 


* 


are generally ſo execrable, and his meaning, where 
any can be pick'd out, always fo triffing; in ſhort, 
he has rimb:bed ſo much of Plato's. nonſenſe, but fo 
little of his gracious manner, as | think he ſomewhere 
calls it, that I concluded bare and thoſe even faith- 
ſul quotations from him, were the very beſt expo- 
_ of the ridiculouſneſs and futility of his compo- 
tion. - JJ 
The above is, in my opinion, one of the leaſt ex 
ceptionable paſſages in his whole rhapſody. This 
is doubtleſs giving him fair play, and we ſhall now 
examine it by the rules, I will not ſay of criticiſm, 
but of common ſenſe. In the firit and third lines, 
we have no leſs. than four enigmas or riddles, every 
jot as hard as that of the Sphynx, though I don't 
ſay they require an Oedipus to expound them. Be- 
fore a common reader can underſtand them, he muft 
either be told, or recolle& the ſtory of Apollo and 
Daphne, that Apollo was the God of poetry, that 
the laurel was one of his favourite 1fe2nra, and that 
_ Poets uſed to be crowned with it at publick ſolemni- 
ties, or when they rehearſed their works. By the 
vocal flring, one may eaſily underſtand muſick, in- 
ſtrumental only, and even in that cafe a metonymy, 
a part for the whole. I confeſs myſelf ſomewhat at 
à loſs about the zuneful tengue. It's beſt and moſt ob- 
vious meaning is poetry; but we had the lavrel be- 
fore; and our Brirſh Lucretius can never be guilty 
of ſuch groſs and needleſs !autolozy. Therefore if he 
Has any meaning at all, a thing however not very 
frequent with our author, he muſt mean vocal muſick 


ES - | „ 
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Of all devouring night. As long immur'd 8 

In noon- tide darkneſs by the glimmering lamp, 
Each muſe and each fair ſcience pin'd away 
The ſordid hours: while foul, barbarian hands 
3 ” Their 


er ſinging. I ſhall not pretend to determine, whether 
ancient or modern fin ging have aſpired to the greateſt 
degree of praiſe ; but this I know, that the moderns 
have been at infinitely more pains to procure good 
fingers. For | never heard that the ancients went 
to that exceſs of luxury and refinement in muſick, 
as to deprive the male ſingers of their virile powers, 
It had been no loſs to poetry, whatever it might 
have been to phyſick, if the Doctor's father had aſpir- 
*ed to modern praiſe as a finger. | | 
But the moſt puzzling taſk is the Promethian hand; 
if, however, we happen to recolle& the old fable of 
Prometheus, who molded a man of clay, and ſtole 
. Moe out of heaven to animate him; we may, perhaps, 
give a fhrewd gueſs, that flotuary is meant by it. 
Such an ordinary poet as Virgil, having occaſion 
to mention ſtatuary, contents himſelf with doing it 
in this dull and fimple manner, RH Oe, 


Fxcudent alii ſpirantia mollius aeraz; 
- Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus, 


Which Dryden, a tranſlator, only fit for ſuch an 
author, renders in a ſtrain equally infipid, 


L Let others better mould the running maſs 
Of metals, and inform the breathing braſs; 
And ſoften into fleſh a marble face. ; 


Let it may be obſerved, that the fable of Prome- 
theus, being an article in the public religion, Vir- 


gil might have uſed this enigma with a much better | 
Chance of being underſtood. 2 8 5 


Having 
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Their myſteries profan'd, unſtrung the lyre, 
And chain'd the ſoaring pinion down to earth. 


%% 


At laſt the Muſes roſe, and ſpurn'd their bonds, | 


And wildly warbling, ſcatter'd, as they flew, _ 


_ Having thus expounded the riddles, let us ſee 
what is next to be done. The queſtian is aſked, when 
ſhall Ang ing and futuary aſpire to ancient prarſe ? by 
which he either underſtands the praiſes of antiquity, 
or the praiſe thoſe arts obtained in the times of anti- 
quity. The firſt is downright nonſenſe, the laſt is 
obſcurely, quaintly and affectedly expreſſed. It is 
alſo aſked, when ſhall poetry and fdulins reſume their 
honours ? Pray, did the DoRor ever read that a poet 


and a fiddler (though in Homer's time the two pro- 


feſſions were joined in one) were ever ſeated on a 
bench like a brace of trading juſtices, and ſtiled 
their honours and worſhips? Or would he have them 
honoured ſo in our days; and have he and fignor 
Giardini, any ambition to ſucceed their worſhi 

Welſh and Fielding? But, perhaps, he means a. 1 

to enquire when they ſhall be honoured and reſpeRed 
as formerly, but expreſſed in his uſual quaint 
Lexiphanick manner. N „ 
Ihe ſtuff which follows about beauty and truch, that 
in this line are awning, and in the next, groaning, 


though here another ambiguity ariſes, for tis difficult 


to ſay, whether tis the nations that groan, or the two 
pretty” little miſſes, beauty and trutb, that he 
crying and blubbering under the Furies of force, 
but I think the latter interpretation more agreeable 
to our author's manner; I ſay, the ſtuff that follows 
is ſo abſtracted and remote from the common 
thoughts and expreſſions of men, that tis only pro- 
per for his abſurd rhapſody, and could have place 
no where but in his own phantaſtick imagination. 


— 
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Their blooming wrinthe from fair Valclu 100 bowers 
To Arno's myrtle border and the ſhore | 
Of. ſoft Parthenope. Put ſtill the rage 

Of dire ambitfon and gigantic pow'r, - © 
From public aims and from the buſy walk 

Of civil commerce, drove the bolder train 

Of penetrating ſcience to the cells, | > 
Where ſtudious eaſe conſumes the ſilent hour, ”— 

In ſhadowy ſearches and unfruitful care. 5 

Thus from their guardians torn, the tender arts 
Of mimic fancy and harmonious j joy, 

Jo prieſtly domination and the luſt 

Of lawleſs courts „their amiable toil 

For three inglorious ages have reſign d, 

In vain reluctant: and Torquato 8 tongue 

Was tun'd for flaviſh pæans at the throne 

Of tinſel pomp: and Raphael's magic hand 

-Effus'd i its fair creation to enchant * 

The fond adoring herd in Latian fancs ; 

To blind belief. 8 


— — 
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But tis really waſting t time 39 paper criticiſe 
ſuch an author. Beſides, a fenſible rea no 
criticiſm u pon bim, and thoſe who 


even with patience read him, will 
for it. Reaſoning from any prin as 
much thrown away upon them as Eld's 
followers, who are equally edifed a ed by 


the words Samaria or Meſopetamia, pronounced 
with a certain twan g, and by the moſt Fed diſ- 
courſes on repentance or a future late. 


3 5 25 


5 4 Carries. 
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Carrick. 


| I've made a confounded mille FRAY 
*T'was well I did not give him a fee, as I was | 
once thinking to do. This Phyſician is 
madder than the patient, and has mare 
need of a preſcription. What he ſpours 
forth ſhould be poetry by the ſound + I 
mean blank verſe. But I don't under- 
ſtand one word on't. Doctor, I ſee you 
are juſt now got into the clouds, Where, 
by cuſtom, time out of mind, people are 
freed from the ſlavery of talking ſenſe, 1 
beg you'd deſcend from your preſent Ali - 
tudes, and. endeavour. to earn the fee. 
Le N re 


FrRST raf 888 
Ons 0 was man ſo eminently rais 
Amid the vaſt creation; why ordain d 
Thro' life and death to dart his piercing. eye, 
With thoughts beyond the limit of his frame; 
But that th' Omnipotent might ſend him forty © 
In ſight of mortal and immortal pow 8, 4 135 . 
As on a boundleſs theatre, to run „ 
The great career of juſtice; to exatt 
His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds; FT | ; 
To chaſe each partial purpoſe from his breaſt; 5 [oy p 


And thro? the miſts of paſfon and of ſeuſe, 
8 gy. And 
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Of nature calls him to his high reward, 


| . 5 V ait awhile, „ 
* 


2 EI H A NE S. 
"A thro? the tofling tide of chance and: pain, 


To hold his courſe unfalt'ring, while the voice 


o 


"Fl applauding ſmile of heav'n ? Elſe whirefore 
burns 


In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope, 7 
That breathes from day to day ſublimer things, 


And mocks poſſeſſion? wherefore darts the mind, 


With ſuch refiſtleſs ardour to embrace 
| Majeſtic forms; impatient to be free, : 
Spurning the groſs controul of wilful might 5 


Proud of the ſtrong contention of her toils; 


; Og. to be _— = 


Grin 


7 aſl pardon, Doctor, for having i inter- 
rupted you. I ſee: you are” very buſy at 
preſent, I ſhall take an opportunity, when 
you are more at leiſure, to 'wait on you 


Vith the patient. 


Finsr PaysICIAv. 


My eu curious friends ! ! and let us firſt arrange 

In proper orders your promiſcuous throng. _ 
Behold the foremoſt band ; of flender thought, 

And eaſy faith: whom flattring fancy ſooths 


Vith lying ſpectres, in themſelves to view 


Illuſtrious forms of excellence and good, 


| 1 hat ſcorn the manſion, With e hearts 


Fe They 
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They ſpread their ſpurious treaſures to the ſun, 
And bid the world admire ! but chief the glance 
Of wiſhful envy draws their joy-bright eyes, 

And lifts with ſelf-applauſe each lordly brow, 

In number boundleſs as the blooms of ſpring, 
Behold their glaring idols, empty ſhades | 

By fancy gilded o'er, and then ſetup * 
For adoration, Some in learning's-garb, 
With formal-band, and ſable-cinftar'd gown, | 
And rags of mouldy volumes. Some elate _ 
With martial ſplendor, ſteely pikes and ſworde 
Of coſtly frame, and gay Phcenician robes 
1 nwrought with flow'ry gold, aſſume the port 

Of ately valour: liſt' ning by his fide 
There ſtands a female form; to her, with looks 
Of earneſt import, pregnant with amaze,  _ 

He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, ſtorms, 
And ſalph'rous mines, and ambuſh : then at once 
Breaks off, and ſmiles to ſee her look ſo pale, Y 
And aſks ſome won@'ring queſtion of her fears. 
Others of graver mien; behold; -adorn'd d 5 
With holy enfigns, how ſublime they OY: 

And bending oft their ſanctimonious eyes, 
Take homage of the . MS 3 
W of beav'n! 4 : 


n 


7 his is 23 all ſufferance. Patient t Griz- 
-zel herſelf could not endure: ſuch a huſ- 
band. How wall I manage to get rid of 

0 „ 


5 


this poetical fop.. I had beſt quarrel with 
him on pretence he affronts me by brand- 
va, his fiſt, and making mouths in the 
"oy and ae of his rehearſal. 
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What, whey to raiſe the e ſeene, AY 
The flame of paſſion, thro? the ſtruggling ſoul 
Deep-kindled, ſhows acroſs that ſudden blaze 
The ohject of it's rapture, vaſt of ſize, 
With herer colours and. a night of ſhade oe 

What“ Fo 


, 2 * * 
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* The reſt of this is palkage Is is as leb 3 


| ike a ſtorm from their capacious bed | 
The ſounding ſeas o'erwhelming, when "MY might 
Of theſe > ETUPLIONS, working from the depth 
Of man's ſtrong apprehenſion, ſhakes his frame 
 Ev'n to the baſe ; from every naked ſenſe 1 
Of pain or leafure, diflipating all 8 . 
Opinion's Keble cov'rings, and the veil 55 
Spun from the cobweb faſhion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart? Then nature 3 
Her genuine language, and the words of men 
Big with the very motion of our fouls, 5 
Declare with what accumulated fore 
Th' impetuous nerve of paſſion urge un i - 
The native weight and energy of 5 


= I have often admired this ſublime piece of non- 
wn - fenſe, and endeavoured to find out its meaning; but 
4 it hath hitherto baffled the utmoſt exertion of my 
intellectual powers. Whoever ſhall give a conſiſtent 
.explication of it, and in a few words, for 1 bar A 7 
E W — 
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Catxicx. 
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Carrick. 
| What, Sir doyou ſhake your fiſt a at me, 
laugh at me, and threaten me, all in one 
breath? Know, Sir, I am not a man to put 
up with ſuch uſage ? Beſides, Sir, I have 
very particular buſineſs with this gentle- 
man, and if you don't take yourſelf away, 
ſhall make bold to apply that you won't 
like, to what my friend here calls a very 
reſpeckable ar of "Your body: if; 
Fier 2 


» This ns 1 requires 5 EY f 
gy, when applied to one, who though a very Qed 
poet, may be, and I doubt not is a very worthy 
"gentleman. As for the poet himſelf, I can onl 
hope he will look down upon it, with that noble 
and ſovereign diſdain ſo well becoming our modern 
Milton and Britiſh Lucretius, for ſo he is called. 
To the publick I. make the following excuſe. Let 
the ſituation of the Critick be conſidered, one who 
had never heard of the Poem or Poet, 4 takin 

kim for a madman, earneſtly defirons to: break 
the rehearſal, and it will be owned no other expe· 
dient could ſo naturally be thought on. Grant ãt 
were a Dignus vindice nodus, yet there was no Vindix, a 
no Gad, who could be introduced with any pro x 
Had the Critick, indeed, been N with the > 
allegory which = 
672 Old Harmodius «vont to reach | 5 TY 1 
His early age, RN. pe 


He might have pretended to 4570 e 1 10 
. godlike preſence of the genius of humankind, to rents th 5 
Away with the charms of che heavy partner, tue 
Foverefgu ame Es 
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F sr A prerbin. 


Thou my prime part profane with deſperate toe, 
By heavens, baſe caitif, thou ſhalt be amerc'd ; 
And when in- duranee vile deſpair ſhall graſp 
Thy agoniaing boſom; thou'ſhalt 1 58 GED 
5 Malt learn — + 0 


CITTI k. 


Learn! What ſhould I learn from thee, 
poetical fop! But conſider, Sir, (I won't 
- quarrel with this madman if I can help it) 
here's company coming, and ſure, were 
you in your ſenſes, you would not be ſeen 
in ſuch extaſy for the world. I . 
vou go rehearſe elſe where. 
A happy riddance faith. [Exit ft Pix 
But who comes here now? Another Phy- 
clan as I live; with the ſame garb, equi- 
page, and accoutrements as the laſt, Pray 


or he al t een” vis frightened him off with a 
Aion of the fon of Nemefis the Tormentor, the fiend ab- 
-Sorr*d, and horrid e age, all Dramati: perſonæ, in that 
allegory, that quinteſſence. of bombaſt and unfathom- 
able nonſenſe. 

I have indeed-heard ſome of his ben admirers 
own, that allegory to be ſomewhat dark and obſcure, 
yet they ſtill continued to, believe in his perſpicuity 

and fublimity. . See the Athenian Creed in Wather- 


ns 9 


* 5 


heaven 
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heaven he be not a poet too. It lookswery 
like my good friend and acquaintance, 
Doctor. It is he, and next to Mon- 
ro the very man I wiſhed to meet with. 
Dear Doctor, the pleaſanteſt adventute 
in the world I have to tell you. H 
my friend] n, bur-Englih Lets 
phanes; he is very ill indeed, he is terribly 
afflicted with the diſeaſe of hard long-tailed 
words, drawn from the Greek and Latin 
languages, or terms of art only proper in 
abſtruſe ſciences, but uſed by him in com- 
mon converſation, and in weekly papers, 
wyritten, like the Spectators, for the amuſe- 
ment of ladies; in ſhort, he has made 
| ſuch a hotchipotch of our mother tongue, 
you would hardly know it again. He ſpeaks 
as never man ſpake before him. 


Sxcoxp PHYSICIAN. 


Pooh ! is that all! court, country. and 
city, the high judicatures of the nation, and 
the Robin-hood ſociety are all alike infe&- 

end with this diſtemper; you meet with 
ſuch words in ſpeeches from the —— 


and addreſſes from both ——=—, you hear | 


5 them 


6 


A 
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b them: 3 the grave 1 — 
Who harangues by the hour in a certain 
aſſembly, and from the weekly diſputant, 
who is ſilenced at the end of five minutes, 
; by the knock of a hammer. This diſeaſe is 
as catching as the ſmall-pox,no-body eſcapes 
it, ſome even chuſe to be inoculated for it; 
AS obſtinate as the great ones, it ſtays with 
vou, and like the Portugueze or Spaniards, 
Who reckon their faſhionable evil a mark of 
gentility, no- body takes any pains to get 
rid of it. But in what part of the world 
have you been pray, that Ms did not roa 
= all * before 2 = 
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wg vt faich, and m Nn on? "ts hes 
5 Jer me eſcape one infection at leaſt. +: 


SECOND. PhysieiAR. 
Bor is this your pleaſant adventure? 
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No! no: "as rant 8 coming, as Bays 
Gays, * tis only the fraemial part of my ſtory, 
$5 N Hay. it. You, mult. know, 
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being once fo ſituated, that I d no 17 
ceſs to any Engliſh books excepting the 
Rambler, if indeed you call that an En- 
gliſh one, and having no better way to 
employ myſelf in, I made a hard ſhift to 
read through and underſtand it with the 
help of a dictionary; for the words, tioug 

ending like Engliſh ones, ſounded plaguily 5 
like Greek or Latin, and were in truth no- 
thing elſe at bottom. However, it gave 
me a good opinion of the man's \ under. 

ſtanding ; I ſaw he had ſenſe and meaning, 

though ſtrangely wrapt up in a miſt of 
hard words; there was deep obſervation,” 

ſhrewd earl on life and manners, and. 
a good inſight into the characters of men. 

Soon after, on coming to London, I found. 
means to be introduced to his acquaintance, | 
curious to obſerve more nearly ſo queer a. 


28 


being, and found him a greater oddity than 1 


I could have imagined. - He has juſt no, 
been reading to me, part of a work, which 
he calls a novel exhibition, purely virginal, © 

and never critically ſurveyed : but ſuch an 
"RET: Jac oe: ee, Flood, Alen. 
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ander Roſs, all the Roſycrucian Philoſo- 
Phers, in ſhort, cannot match it. After I 
had ſtopt his recital, my patience quite 
worn out by. ſuch odious ſtuff, a prig of a 
Doctor came by, equipped for all the 
. world, I aſk your pardon, Sir, juſt like 
yourſelf ; a large wig, his hat under his 
arm, a black coat, a ſword by his ſide, 
and a coach following him without a foot- 
man behind it. Deſirous to cure ſo.valy- 
able a perſon of a fort of phrenzy or mad- 
neſs bs. that rengered al his other excellent 
_ endow- 


3 
— W ht ex- 
Ting or too ſevere, by thoſe who duly conſider 
ciple in the human mind, whence all faulty 
and cel e fingularities, whether in dreſs, be- 
. haviour, or language, mot commonl roceed ; a 
man's fond and en aps gr dee, — 
4 ' overbearing contempt avout 
him; which is ſaid 4 be the caſe 8 gs Lext- 
phanes. This every ſober perſon muſt allow to be 
a ſort of madneſs in diſguiſe ; but perhaps too com- 
mon, as well as too harmleſs to require a conſine- 
ment in Bedlam. Moreover I am juftified in it by 


the authority of Lucian, who in all the correſpond- 


ing paſſages, aſcribes the ſame diſtemper to his Lex- 
anes, and cures him in the ſame manner, by a 
tion originally 8 for an inſane patient. 
Cervantes too, with equal humour and judgm ent, 
| 1 haniciſm, or an admiration b 
—— writings, as the firſt 9 of Don Quix- 

ote 8 


endowments, good for nothing, I accoſted 
this Doctor, I deſired him to preſcribe, 
and promiſed him a fee; but inſtead of an- 

ſwering like a reaſonable creature, or being 


ote's madneſs, and through the whole courſe of it, 
paints him a compleat Lexiphanes. in a word, the 
greateſt wits in all ages, and in all nations, have 
concurred, and ſeem to have taken a N plea- 
ſure in making that character the object 

moſt pointed ridicule. Lucian and Cervantes I have 
already mentioned; Rabelais has a very pleaſant 
paſſage to the ſame purpoſe, where Pantagruel meets 
a Limouſin ſcholar near the gates of Paris, and after 
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of their 


hearing him Lexiphanize for ſome time, cures him at 


laſt, and brings him back to his natiye gibberiſh by 
2 ſqueeze in the throat; Butler too, from whom I 
have taken the mottòôò, deſcribes Hudibras in that 
Character, and in a manner quite new and original. 
Neither has it eſcaped Plautus and Shakeſpear, the 
one in his Miles Glorieſus, and the other in Ancient 
Piſtol. I only wonder that Swift has never intro- 
duced this" character in all his numerous writings. 
How muſt it have ſhone when painted by his war 5 
pen! But he appears to have thought it , 
too ſacred for „ 1 though he has made very free 
with others ſeemingly more ſo; for he has wrote 
againſt the thing, Lexiphanici/m I mean, in a; very 
grave and ſerious ſtile. Tis perhaps for this reaſon 
ä 9 Young, who in his old age, or dotage, dege- 
_ Herated-into-a downright Lexiphanes, having always 
had a twang: that way, calls him, in the effay on 
Original Compeſition, an Infantine Genius. The pom- 


\ 


pous Pedant too, who is my Hero, for: the ſame 


cauſe, I imagine, ſpeaks ſo ſlightingly both of Swiſt 

and Butler in his Idlers, not bearing to ſee the thing 

he is ſo fond of expoſed by the one, and his own n 
likeneſs drawn by the other. | 


c awakened I 


52 LEXIPHANES. 


awakened by a ſubject which gs | 
makes all Doctors a little attentive, he went 
on repeating ſome verſes, for, I ſuppoſe, he 
had been engaged in the rehearſal before, 
which 1 am ſure were every way blank, for 
1 could neither male head nor tail of 'em. 


7 


ee Pursicl Ax. VV 


| po you remember any of thoſe verſes 46 


Cie. ior 


Gow the ah can I, for I did not un- 
derſtand one ſentence, not one line. O yes, 
now I recolle&, he invoked the genius of 
ancient Greece, talked of Greek and At- 
tick Lore, raved about Power's pur. 
Ple robes, and Pleaſure's hairy, pooh, 1 
mean flowery lap; then made an hideous 

- ado, about a meditated. ſcene and a flame 

of paſſion ſtruggling through the ſoul, 
which deep kindled, ſhews a ſudden blaze 

acroſs, vaſt of ſize, with -fiereer colours, 

and a night of. ſhade. Ay, theſe were fame 

* e en then — „ 


rt, 


em 
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Ha! ha! hal By all that's good this 
muſt be A——, for I remember ſomething 
very like it, in his poem on the Pleaſures of 
Imagination, which he calls a prey 1 
N a a Poet's ane, dier n 


Carries. 3 


r ay, with very fame. | Prime i is a great 1 
word with him. For being obliged to pre- 
tend. a quarrel to get free from his non- 
ſenſe, he dared me to profane bis prime 
part, as he called it, and told me when deſ- 
pair graſped my agonixing boſom, I ſhould 

earn, then I ſhould learn. But this poem, 
this Pleaſures of Imagination, is it of a 
note, is it held in requeſt, hath it ſold, or. 

doch! it fl lie on 1 the Bpokieter 8 BR 85 


Srcons Parsielax. = 15 5 5 


What genden are rheſe ? Where have 
you lived theſe laſt twenty years ? ? Hath it 

_ fold, or is it in requeſt? Why i it hath gone 
through numberleſs editions. Tis the 
5 W A and he is the 125 poee © of our 
„ 
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age and nation. He is PRI * 
commented upon by our men of modern 
- _ Crnrt1e IN 

Good God! ſuch men of rated whac 
age is this we live in! that men ſhould: 
1 ever admire any thing, eſpecially poetry, 
which they cannot underſtand ! Yet, per- 
| 1 for that very reaſon they do it... 9 
become a ſtrange world, this 9 ours. 
Pray MOD Ss again“. 
: Send 


* iz 
= - <a» 
— — — — — — — —— So \ = 
by * 
2 — 
—— ä — — — ON — — —Y * 
—— — _ — — . 


* T had ſaid in a former note, rea/oning <would: be 5 

' thrown away on the-admirers of this poet. That this 
_ cenſure may not be thought too ſevere, I ſhall here 
add an obſervation, obvious to the meaneſt capacity, 
| and applicable to all ſubjects. It is this. As plain- 
neſs or perſpicuity in the firſt beauty and greateſt 
perfection in writing, ſo its-contrary, darkneſs and: 
obſcurity, is its greateſt fault and eformity. And 


I ſhall fupport it, by the greateſt authority, one of 
them, the Engliſh ton hn e ad. I mean the 
famous Burnet of the C ouſe, who in his pre · 


face to the third book of 4 Theory, has the fol- 
lowing paſſage. *©* As to the ſtyle, I always endea- 
- vour to expreſs myſelf in a plain and perſpicuous 
manner; that the reader may not loſe time, nor wait 
too long to know my meaning. I would not wils 
 lingly,” continues he, give any one the trouble 
of reading a period twice over, to know the ſenſe of 


itz — when he comes to know it, he ſhould not 
un. 


— 
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"Na he | is ſtiled our Britiſh. Laren ; ; 
und even pronounced by our preſent cris 
ticks, not inferior to Milton, Dryden, 


Pope; in a word, all o our N par linen | 
the reſtoration. 


4 a C9) „ #7 4 * . wk 2 6 : Works 
” E : 


enz 5 


Our Bririſh Lucretius ! The n if = 
he can be found fault with for any thing, 
tis for N too ample and unadorned , 


whereas | 


think it it a recompence for his A If ſo great 3 
man, writing on the grandeſt and ſublimeſt of all 
themes, the original formation of this our World out 
of a ſhapeleſs Chaos, its firſt deſtruction hy a general 
deluge, its laſt by an univerſal conflagration, and its, 
| renovation into a new and more glorious Heaven and 
Earth, and the final conſummation of All | Things ; 


if ſuch a man, I ſay, in ſuch a ſubjeR, require plain- x 


neſs and perſpicuity, as ſo neceſſary and indiſpen- 
fable, what muſt we think of an ordinary author, 
who, writing on a common ſubject, and in 


too, labours in a manner to ve dark, * and | : . 
| obſcure! 


This is pretty 5 Me. Hume's opinion, er | 
Lucretius, in his Eſſay on Simplicity an Age . 
He ſays, in the ſame place, that an excels in the = 
latter is more dangerous and more to be guarded - 

againſt than an exceſs in the former; and adds, that 
even then, above twenty years ago, there were ſymp- _ 
_ toms of an . — of taſte, 5 In - 
” | rance 
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an 3 for 


whereas the other, if he has any ſenſe or 
meaning at all, Which, by the way, is very 
much to be queſtioned, it is wholly hid 


5 under a e of ed fantaſtick 


61 10 ornaments, 
France and England. Hoh truly he hath prophe- 


cied, at leaſt with reſpect to the latter, let the 


Ramblers, Pleaſures of Imagination, &c. juſtify. * 
Now I have mentioned this gentleman; for whoſe 


Character and talents, I entertain the higheſt venera- 


tion, I cannot paſs this W ; of making him 

uffering his illuſtrious name 

to appear in the margin, for the moſt part, in ſuch 
had company. But tis only for a few words I thought 
affected, and it was his great and ſo juſtly doferved | 
utation that made me take notice of them at all. 
And I would by no means have it thought that I 
approve or follow the practice of our periodical eri- 

ticks, who, when they diſcover a few inaccuracies 
or trivial lips of the pen, nay even of the preſs, think 


themſelves ſufficiently entitled to pe e it. 1 | 
ts certain that the following lines in Horace _ © © 


| Sed, ubi plura nitent in carmine, non eg paucis 
Offendar maculis, quas aut incuria Fudit 
Aut humana parum ca vit naturg,—— 


could never be more properly applied than to two 5 


late hiſtorians, Mr. Hume and Dr. Robertſon. 1 0 


the latter of whom a like apology is undoubtediy ä 
due, for mentioning Mas Dawid Black*s Declinature,, 
which is perhaps the only unjuſtifiable word in his 
elegant haſtory. It ſeems to be a term in the Scotch 


law, and this author with his uſual judgment attri- 


butes the corruption of the Scotch dialect to their 5 


law, and the pleadings of their Lawyers. 


; — 


But there are others who have gone thro', as Lex- 
Fey ſomewhere ſays, 25 as [a1 is ung 7. l e of 


ce. crtebrity, | 


* x * 
1. Fg ] 7 7 1 


ornaments, that tis with” Gel! Unicatey | n 
come at, when you do tis good for nothing, 
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and you regret your trouble. He reſem- yy 


and when you have ſtript him bare of his 
Late wanting JO meet. with oy 


bles à little dirty 'ill-tooking_ Baboon, "Ih 
buried under a huge ill-made birth-day ma, - 


. noſe, od every ns Sg, 10 SIE : 7 
8 . tis hardly poſſible to name two _ 


Vriters, whoſe taſte and manner jar ſo 
much, and are ſo directly contrary to one 
another. But who is the great genius, 8 70 
that dit abs ſo happy a eee Bye... 


2 3 4 


„ Seco Purs icin. 35 = 1 
My Perg of great note, I aflure you, ; 
one of fignal celebrity for critical Bam He 
_. writes on poetry and painting“ Lou re 
a great admirer of rhyme, I know, an 


* 


cannot reliſh'the blank verſe at leaſt of our * | 


. 5 3 of thoſe gen 8 „ 
is F 


have appeared oftener in the margin than both, had 

not dg notes and extracts, taken from their writ- 

ings, deen loſt, (ſee the Preface). though- I ſhould * 
dy Rave troubled them with an apology k for the 
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days. But were you to read N you 
would ſoon alter your opinion. ; he would | 
ſoon convince you, 3 is fir for no- 


nien. . 
x So he s a warm ſtickler for blank www A 
1 thought ſo: But I fincerely believe this 
blank verſe has been the great corrupter 
of our taſte and language, both in proſe 
and poetry. For my part, I have for ſome 
time made it a ſort of rule with me, to 
read nothing of that kind except Milton, 
whoſe words, ſt yle. and meaſure; are ſo 
f much his own, and ſo well ſuited to the 
loftineſs of his ſubject, that they ſet him 
2 equally above all criticiſm. and imitation. 
Tis true, 1 have read Dr. A ele- 
gant poem on bealth, as well as A very 
happy imitation of it, by Mr. D—— _ 
on agriculture. They are both imple f 
and natural, and have few or no hard words 
in them, but for that very reaſon, per- 
haps, are leſs for f ht for than othegvrit 
ten in the ſame manner. Vet . the 
FF „„ merit 5 


— 


* L * » 
'$ 5 . 


- Merit tit the poem eee eee 
Poſſenes, I I ſhould think it wrong to lien 
it ® to thoſe noble productions, Bucking- 


tranſlated Verſe, and Pope's on Criticilin, . 


ed in every thing elſe equal, this very Er- 1 
9 cumſtance of its being written in blank: 


That manner does very well in tragedy, 
«av | 'tO! role 3 for 
Which reaſon i it muſt be unfit for every other 

ort of poetry. Beſides, properly ſpeak ing, 
it is no verſe at all. Verſe comes from 
the Latin word vertert, to turn. Now if 


there be nothing in the meaſute which in- 
forms the ear when the verſes urn and Yes | 
TY 


or when vne I ends and another "2 


Eb LE {4 FP i 2 


a * 5 do not mean hy | ſaid DO! 4205 inſinu- 
"ate any thing 0 the 8 of Dr. 2 
excellent Eflay on Health, with reſpe&to'itscoadutt, 
e 
cClaſſical elegance, purity an city of the ſtyle, 
ous P ae sf any LE oh kind in gur 
language: Tonly intend to give it as m rte 

opinion, that the want of Rhyme is ſo very eſſential 

Few 3 in a r formance of that nature, that hardly 


FFT 


— 


ham's Eſſay on Poetry, Roſcbm mom n 1 


all didactick poems. oc wee rg 2 . 4 1 


vefſe, would give it the diſadvantage: R 2 | 1 


* — . 5 - s 
; : * Es N * 2 "ol = $ * — ; i Bs 
1 Ie 3 % : 4 1 : 2 . "2 ; þ 2 5 
* 1 OO 80 E Maa 5 + Q * k 4 SY . g 


begins, it ſurely does not deſerve that title. 
This is evidently the caſe with moſt of 
our modern blank pieces: did not the 
compoſitor carefully place one line of ten 
ſyllables under another of the ſame length, 
but print them in the uſual manner, we 
ſhould never find them out to be poetry, 
but ſhould be ſoon convinced they were 
bad proſe. Whereas, print the ancient 
Hexameter and modern rhyme as you pleaſe, 
the Dactyle and Spondee on the one hand, 
and the return of ſound on the other, can 
never ſuffer the moſt indifferent ear to 
miſtake. 5 " 
But I ſhall not inſiſt much on wes 1 | 
- ſreing it is only a' diſpute about words. 
But our admirers of blank verſe, complain 
that rhyme is a bondage, and lays too great 
a reſtraint on the poet. This i 1s only ſay- 
ing, in other words, he is no poet at all, 
or is too lazy to be a good one. The mea- 
5 ſure of the ancients ſeems to have been a 
greater bondage than our rhyme; it was 
certainly fo to Virgil, who has not left one 


ieren verſe in his Paſtorals or Ge 


* 


nes though _ in his ZEneid, wh 
- N a 4 not 


oxy 


not receive his laſt huind; as we benden. 
this circumſtance, though hardly from any 


other. However, we do not hear that com- ä 


plaint from any of them. But the truth is, 


in this very reſtraint and bondage lies the 
ſuperior excellence of rhyme. It is great 
merit, and it gives miglity ſatisfaction, to 


overcome a preſſing difficulty, and to over- 


come it in ſuch a manner that no traces of 
it are to be ſeen. All the beauty and. 
grace of writing depends on this Ptineit 
pls: Ty chooſe ſuch words, and place 
them in ſuch an order, that every common 
reader ſhall think he can do the ſame, till 
he come to try it, and then finds himſelf 


greatly unequal to the taſk: ſuch a man 


muſt needs entertain a higher opinion DE 5 


the writer who does this, than of him in” 
whom he perceives -pains and labour at 
every ſtep he takes. On the other hand, 

a perſon acquainted with the hardſhips of 
compoſition, muſt receive infinite pleaſure” ” 


from a piece that ſcems to have been fi- 


niſhed at one happy touch, without cor- 


rection or labour, but which he knows 
FE BX 
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* 


erience, wii PTY hut t he 2-5 - 

| thor extreme gw to bring to that pitch 3 

of perfection. Dryden, Pope, and man 
others have written in E hag with all the 3 
eaſe and fluency of proſe, not to ſay, blank 
verſe ; and I need not aſk. you, that know. : 
theſe things: ſo well; who have taken the 
greateſt, pains, and Who have overcome 
the greateſt diſteulties? ? But ſhould it be 
granted that rhyme is too heavy a burthen, 15 
blank verſe, on the other hand, is as much 
too light an one; our language naturally 
falls into Jambicks, and any man who 5 7 
Witt. 15 ten 11 JP put a NeWs>. 


*. 


The PEG abies 1s fo well. rains 8 * 
luftrated, an ingenious a aug of the 
Gazetteer of the 28th of April laſt, that I cannot for- 
bear inſerting the whole letter. That part of it 
which is; printed in lines of ten or eleven ſyllables, _ 
and is indeed as good blank verſe as is to be found in 
moſt; if not all; of our late Poems, is no other than 


a few par aragraphs of a former Neus- paper. 


To the PRINT ER of the GAZETTEER. 


ie THT... © Friday, April 24, 1767 
I. was » this ali at bree with an i ingenious. 
friend, and four or five of his gueſts : There was 
a late — (ney 8 on his = 
: ta 


| 


of ' : F x * k A 25 73 
Y 2 3 32 
M5 ' * a ; Ae 
1 Þ 


vete there no Eber; 'this bellen alone 
5 ud induce me to give the preference to 
rhyme. For rhyme, even in our 9 6 
rate dafs when all true taſte ſeems to be 
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„ 3 baniſh- 
cable bing, together with your Bowes! 6 this morn- 
Ing. 1 


My 78 (hs: 2 u Rickler for blank verſe)” ; 
was much offended at a paſſage in Lexiphanes, in 
page 104, and is as follows: Blank verſe is too 
« light a burthen; our language naturally falls into 
„it - and any man who can reckon his ten fingers, 
may put a news. paper into blank-verſein as many 
„ minutes.“ My friend warmly faid, he would give 
any man (of the moſt correct ear) two hours, and de- 
fied any of the company to attempt it. Upon this 
challenge, a gentleman in company defired me to 
be his amanuenſis, and (as ſoon as I had my neceſ- 
ſary implements ready) he took up your paper, and 
read the articles of news, inftantiy, into very decent 
blank verſe. My friend ingenuoufly recanted his 
former opinion, in regard to the very great importance 
of that ſpecies of poetry; and it was agreed by all 
pPreſent, that ſhould ſend: you ſome parts of the 
manuſcript (deducting every thing which, in ſuch 5 
a-dreſs, might appear offenſive or indelicate) - 


This currently reported and believed, "EX ty 5 5 
That Monſieur Rouſſeau hath at len 2 5 accept — 
A penſion. —— When the poſt left Genoa, 
Advice arriyed (which Ds alarm'd the 5 
Viz. That the troops of Corſica had made 
A diſpoſition: (actually) for 1 ken 1 5 / 
St. Bonifacio, both by ſea and land.— 3 115 54 
Letters from Paris, dated April 9, „ Hy 
Say, that a perſon. (without name) — ſent _ 
Ta. the — * W laſt 
4 


A . 
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baniſhed, and nothing but grimace an af 4 | 
fectation prevail in its room, leads to a 
ſimpler and eaſier expreſſion, and does not ; 
require to gigi it from proſe, any 


of 


A golden REY worth two hundred livres, 
Deſtin'd for him, who (in their judgment) mould 
Compoſe the beſt diſcourſe upon the uſe 
Of founding free eſtabliſhments, or ſchools, 9 8 
For drawing and mechanicks. The academy 
Adjudg'd the prize unto the Sieur Deſchamp.— 
Yeiterday came to her moorings in the river. ; 
The tour Friends, William Merito, from Boulogne. 
Laſt Saturday, at Canterbury Market. 
Wheat roſe in price two ſhillings in the quarter. 5 
Ve hear from North Wales, that the ſeveral counties | 
Of Denbigh, Flint, Montgomery, have reſolv'd 
To,aboliſh that mean cuſtom (long prevailing) 
f keeping ſervants at their friends expence, 
By raiſing of their wages one third more. 
Arrived here (at Bath) th: Duke de F ronſae, | 
The Count de Conflans—Earl of Exeter, — 
tr Alexander, and my Lady Powell: - 
Sir William Craper, — General Paterſon,— _ 2 
The Colonels Garbut, Wyvill, Deacon, e — 
The Captains Cornwall, Donnell, and Conellan, — 
Miſtreſs Nott, Miſtreſs 5 Miſtreſs Bates, — 
The two Miſs Bartleys, Miſs Squires, and Miſs Smith. 
 —On Wedneſday Inſt, alas! with ſhame I * 5 : 
A woman! young! and quite genteely dreſt!? 
Went to 2 Bend-/ireet milliner's :—enquiring wy ; 
For one, by name, who lodg'd in the firſt oe 
But then from home: — They civilly deſired _ 
« She would fit down in the back parlour :*—T The 
She waited half an hour, then took her bs ane hs 
1 8255 with art e — haet al 
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of Lexiphaneshard words, or Thomſon- 3 
ill jointed, worſe. founding compounds. ia 
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"Tow Petites" and mine” are, in this 
article, totally conſonant and entirely con- 
ſentaneous. For in order to maintain wry 
dignification of blank verſe, and ſupport. 
its requiſite exaltation over proſe, our poets 
have been neceſſitated to have recurrence, 
to an inverted collocation of words, retro- 

gradation of accents, an abſciſion of vowels, 
a detruncation ef ſyllables, and a diame- 
- trical aberration from all the legitimate - 


A mall tea canifter— (oh, fie 1) 91 ſilver, . 
And ſeveral yards of fineſt Bruſſels lace: 


Which were not miſs'd till ſhe had got clear off. 8 
+ From ſuch examples let all mortals know, . $3 76 

What dire effects from negligence may flow Ts * 

Oh! ne'er may milliners eee preſume . - "+ 


| To leave tea caniſters about their backward room! 
*Tis this that plagues mankind with theft and ſtrife, 
And robs the guilty world of many a. Culprit 8 life. 


+1 beg leave to take notice (by way of commen- 
tary) that my poetical friend (warm' d, I ſuppoſe, by, 
the diſtreſs of that laſt article, which, I obſerve, he 5 
| hath dignified by two or three apoſtrophe's) Was na- 
turally tempted by his ſubject to riſe above lifeleſs 
blank e ; and he hath accordingly quite forgot; 
the news-paper, and ſoared into Ow he Ai Ns: Gs. 
of CI rhyme. . _ 


Fs modes 


i 


o 
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modes of ſpeech, without the finalleft/r be. ; 
laxation of metrical rigour, repughant aud 
diſcordant to the genius of our language, 
and of vhich there are multifarious r 
plifications in the ee * e 
mortal Milton himſelf *, „„ % Mi 


m 


„ Stcoub bir i 


Good heavens 1 what 3 is this? > 
Why 


Aris worſe than I could haye ming, ; 


Oo you ito, but you. made «light of all” 
I faid. Can any thing be done in this me- 
luancholy caſe? Had I not met you by ac- 

75 cideng, ] I intended calling: at your lodgings, 
to conſult you on: this buſineſs, 21 Auch i in⸗ 


* Tis 8 NEVE! notice of, N moſt . of this 
hard words in this ſpeech” are to be found i in No. 86 
and 88 of the Rambler, where Lexiphanes treats of 
Milton's Verſification, and profeſſing his deſire to be 
generally underſtood, ſtudiouſly declines the dialect 

- oe grammarians, and if any where obſcure, begs it 

may be imputed to that 'woluniary! interdictiun. 

mould be glad to know what dialect he writes in, 

or of what art theſe bard onde” are Une” Open” 

3 5 terms! * 17 . fr” o FOE : 
The Above ſpeech, . is 48 to ee 5 

his real ſentiments with N to rhyme and N 


| verſe, x2 7 4 


Kt” 


„ deed 


* - | % 
—-_ g TT -'% "4 y 1 „„ ; 
| : FW 
RE | _ 


deed had done it before now, bet che 6 
venture of the rehearſing poet drove it out 
of my head. I believe you like hard 7ords 
as little as I do, nay, am told you haus OY 
written againſt them * But you muſt se 
ſenſible, this inveterate. diſeaſe, or rather 
epidemical madneſs, will not yield to that 
alone. More powerful remedies muſt he 
applied, and I ſhould be glad to know: 
whether, Apothecary's Hall furniſhes . any 
antidote againſt it. The ancients purged: 
the brain of madneſs and choler, by. means 
of white, Hellebore: then why ſhould not 
our modern Eſculapiuſes poſſeſs ſome 0 5 
cifick to clear the ſtomach and inteſtines 1 
the filth and traſh of hard words ? for gue: 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth + 1 
1 _ ATT TIES 2 
1 Sgeond PRTSTI IAN. 
| 1 know not; but + have a aeg in my TY 
pocket Here, I was going to carry to on ö 4 
my mad patients. is a member of pat- 
: lament, . loft: his wits together with his — 


7 = * 


1 rei endo to bayeſeen a ſmall treatiſe of at 
natufe a cribed to Dr. ror 
not ſax. 0 Ein IJ mn = 24 8 33 7 


4 


N 
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place, at the laſt change of mini N He has 
been very furious indeed, and we have had 
much ado to prevent his dying the death 
of an old Roman or modern Engliſnman; 
beſides, he uſed to be continually raving 
about Dabeity and Totality, which he would 
have it, 6ccafioned him the loſs of his of- 
fice. This makes me think, there is ſome- 
thing not unlike between his caſe and Mr. 
J 's, and that this potion may do our 
friend ſome ſervice, for I obſerve, ſince the 
mad member has taken it, he has been al- 
together ſilent as to thoſe hard words F- 
| ſpoke of. It works upwards, and with great 
violence. What do 15 1 5 ? 8 8 we try 
it e ! i FE 


CriTick. 


By all means. Twere to be wiſhed we 
could: only recover him ſo far, as to enable 
him to tranſlate his own Ramblers into tole- 
rable good Engliſh ; ſuch Engliſh, I mean, 
as a common reader might underſtand, 
without the help of a dictionary. For, af. 
ter all, this may be a bookſeller's project 
at bottom; he might write his Ramblers 
. . 80 


to make a dictionary neceſſary, and after- . 
wards. compile his dictionary to explain 


his Ramblers. Such devices are not un- 
uſual in the trade, and ought to be diſ- 
couraged. Come, Mr. In, take this 
draught; drink it up. Twill be of 


min ſervice to Wr. if you knew all. 


Do not, Doctor, exhibit your medica- 
ted mixture to me, but to that hypocrite 
of learning to bibulate, who has manifeſt- 
ly no ſkill in the politicks of literature, 
and who thinks thoſe who are endued with » | 
the outmoſt rectitude of intellectual regi- 
men, in his predicated tortuoſity, and in- 
anity of imagination. Like the Samian 


LEXIHANES. 1%. 


Sage, he would obtrude upon me a quin- 


quennial ſilence *; and unleſs he be check- | 2 
ed by a proper Sen would con- 
geal me with the frigid and narcotick i in- 5 


fection of habitual drowſineſs, voluntary 
viſions, in viſible riot of the mind, and 
ſecret prodigality of being, into torpor aof 


tongue, ſuppreſſion of eee and 1 in⸗ 


8 ' Almoſt literally from Lucian. 


* 


— 


e LEEXIPHANES:! 


activity of pen T. e. ſurveys me with - 
the microſcope of criticiſm, but my o. 

laurels obumb ate me from its fulmina- 
tions f. His cowardice is lured to the 
attack, and he miſtakes ſoftneſs, diffi- 
dence, and moderation, for imbecility, 
dejection, and deerepitude of intellect. 
But my firmneſs and ſpirit ſnall overpower 

his arrogance, and repel his brutality. I 
ſhall convince him 1 have more ſkill in the 
politicks of literature, han eyer Vida had. 
And ſince my long and fatiguing ſerv} 2 
of celebrity, dazzles not the impertinence 
of his intimacy to a fitter diſtance, 1 muſt 

confute him wich baculinary ratiocination. 
ee with reiterated. repercuſſions 
of communicated aſſaults, ſhall ſoon diſſe- 
minate, by a rapid eventilation, the brains 
in his pericranium, blood in his pericar- 

dium, marrow in his daneben. and i in- 
teſtines in his Peritoneum. 055 is 5 
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"ag is a 8 followed 5 a Bind, 8 
ſult the Rambler; No. 80, 8 A "wg 4³. 
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| Fo eee with his cudgel.” 1 
thought what twould eome to. Doctor, 
ſhall I venture on him? Will you ſtand” 
by me; You be anhut 4, feng ng fel: 
Top tis ! 1 o 


12 . 


Steno Pay tolAu. 1 T0 IDs 


Stand d by you! ay, that I will; and, in | 
ſach a cauſe, | to the very laſt drop of my 


44S w 4: 3 | 


blood. Courage, and to him again. e 


N 7 b 
* . R 


| Crue. 


rage Fra: —n, you. hag" to 
bully. us, as you did Mr. Foote ! In your, 7 
cud; gel, it ſeems, conſiſts. MM} your boaſted | 


E 


| Kit in the politicks of literature. But 
vo wal: not knock r me down, as if 1 were 
you r bookſeller bs "Ts my friend,” 


N 41 O57 1 5115 5 . 2 505 5 N 7 2 th 1692 MW. 34 +4 2 
. 11 +7 _ 
We The: "ingenious Mr. Foote, it is ſaid, once in- 
reniled: to exhibit: Lexiphanes on the age, in all the 
pomp and ſolemnity of his pedantry. An echibi- 
tion, which, in his hands, muſt have been highly 
entertaining, and might have. been uſeful. But he 
was deterred from it, on being told, that Lexipha- 
nes threatened to appear in perſon, and perform the 
. wo himſelf with his e The or 
85 0 


s as 


3 


Te Pericranium was not defended by that u 


tis , LEXIPHANES. || 
we are two to one; ſo not a word more of 
your cudgel, Sir, as you tender your ears, 

or value going to ſleep in a found ſkin. 


You may chance to come off with a ſevere. 
drubbing elſe. | 


12. 
Seeing I muſt ſuccumb under the vio- 
lence of prejudice, the fury of force, and 
the ſuperiority of numbers, I ſhall protect 
myſelf with the maſk of deceit, the grin 
of irony, and the ſneer of diſſimulation “. 


My very benevolent convivial aſſociates, 
1 ſhall not henceforth attempt to darken 


gaiety, or perplex ratiocination by baculi - 


nary argumentation. . Practiſe not there-. 
fore the ſtare .of ſtrangeneſs, pronounce 
not - the monoſyllables of coldneſs, but 
with the ſmile of condeſcenſion, the ſolem- 
nity of promiſe, and the graciouſneſs of 


of kis 8 down Ra Rookfeller, who is crown= - 
ed with the Jordan, in Pope's Dunciad, is well 
known. No doubt that gentleman . er his 


ful imple- 
ment, when , oF Foe ms qe manner __ 
| reaſoning. | 


A brace of Triads, which Lexiphanes is ſup- - 
Pages to oy aide. 


* encour- 


fo LEXIPHANES. . - ng. 


encouragement, attend to the e pe- 
riods of my reſpectful profeſſion T, and 
concede me a more extended, a more de. 
Uberate, and a more favourable audience. 5 


1 | SxconD Pursielax. 85 1 
By all means. Speak, and ſhare not, 1 
my friend J——n; words are fair, and 
therefore ought to 8⁰ free. But fiſty-cuffs 
and cudgel-work is foul play, eſpecially 
among criticks and SO n 
heavenly, Pres 1 faith. laude to Critick., 


. 


4 
4 * - * 1 
bo 1 W * a 
* 8 " Ws "I — 


"Crriviex.” | 


. m glad you like it. But 30 ſoon 
change your note, were you to hear 4 
much of it it as 1 have done. e ee RR OY 


. 
5 4 * * 
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1 will not ad 3 wi affirmations "3 

his my Ramblers are devoid. of defects; 70 
for having condemned myſelf to compoſe 
on a ſtated day, I might often bringt my 
taſn, an attention diſſipated wich the ſnrieks 1 
and ejulations of children; 5 2, memot _ 
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þ 5 radical poſtulates 'of my landlady's pec 
niary impudence, and a body lang zuiſhit 


reiterated repercuſſion 
Pleaſures. But whatever ſhall be the 


ſign to 1 


e 
228 9 
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2 ee in n e from a im 


i portunity of duns, and ſedulity of catch. 


poles; an imagination overwhelmed with 


the fumes of heſternal compotations of con- 
Vivial Burton ale; a mind diſtracted with 
anxieties in agglomerating expec 


e 77 


jents to- 
obviate the hebdomadal recurrence of the 


with diſtemperature, conſe guential O. 
of communicated 


final ſentence of. mankind, I have labour- 


ed to refine. our, langyage to grammatical. 


purity, and to clear it from colloquial, 
eee. licentious idioms, and i irregu- 
lar combinations. "Something I: have ad- 
died to tlie elegance of. its conſtruction, 
and ſomething to ee of its ca- 
dence: Andas it has been my principal de- 
iculcate wildonr or piety, I have 
allotted few papers to the idle ſports of 


imagination. Though ſome, perhaps, may 
be found, of which the higheſt excellence 
i to raiſe an undiſtinguiſbed blaze of na 


> * Bo, OST YE, > i Es * „ 15 * * * N 
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Fa Fol 5. and 1 hi- 
: E for ſcarcely any man is 10 ſteadily. 1 
ſerious as not to require 4 a relaxation from 

the ſternneſs of my philoſophy, and the, 


diſciplinarian moroſeneſs of e in- 


be YL NN f By 
— * I " 


RT 24 bs; 
Therefore, Mr, Critic, 1 it not the 

inſiduous faſtiduoſity of your reproof, "and 

| abdominal vociferation. And 1 oblecrgte } 

you, Mr. Doctor, to concede me leave f 


abſence, for I am; ar preſent, inſtigated by 


the bauenden 6H! "IG hers. .o 


ardſon, the wi. anew Reins "of che 
mela, Clariſſa, and; Sir Charles. Grandiſon, 
whoſe confort has for ſeveral an 


14 


ary circumrotations ceaſed to be fluxior 
ary, by which means ſhe has Joſt all ker; 
powers of fecundity, and to the great in⸗ 
felicity of the defiderating fair one, 
become ng unarable and: naſceaſ ble. 
s end- d No, en. + 4 Hers og 

<7 1 2 eit at nnn 
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En Pgrsieian. 5 


= and worſe. I find I muſt give 13 
him a larger doſe than 1 thought on; and 
it may kill him, for I told you it works 


with great violence. fs 
__ Crirics. 


F ah give it him all. Though 1 it ſhould my 
kill him, there's no harm done. This 
fellow, if let alone, will poiſon | the ſpeech. : 

of the whole nation. 4 


0; --# 
£ 25 ; * g . by Y 


1 beſeech y you, ihe; FR ths. 


des of your diſciplinarian Moroſeneſs. 


I perceive that you are invjdious of the 


high ſeat which my gigantick and ſtupen- 


gs & th I Gt = Ne 9 25 ä N 0 £9 N * . Y 
ES 2 by 
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duous intelligence that graſps a ſyſtem-by 


intuition, has obtained on the pinnacles - 


of art and lofty towers of ſerene learning; 


that you are betrayed by paſſion into a 
"thouſand ridiculous and miſchievous acts 
of f „eee and detraction; that you 


J equili- f 


dly lure me into drow 
brations of undetermined councils ; J and 


- congealing my intellectual powers in per- 
| bens 9 by the fatal influence of 
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frig N K wicdem, would PE? me oft hs 
5 5 of literary ſanction, which my works 
have received from the diſſemination of a 
rapid ſale, and above all, from the annual 


| emanation of royal munificence, the very 
mention of which muſt drive competition 


into the caverns of envy, and male diſcon- 
tent tremble at her own murmurs *, Fe *.M 


. 


"Crrxaice!. 


What e can a the ſolemn mg” mean * 1 d this 
= annual emanation of royal munificence | 


1 +Sxconp Pursicrax. 1 
ee don't you know he has a pert. 


gon of three hundred a . Tomy 2 


RN Pale e 


8 S f 


— f . : 
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+ Beſides being Lexicographer, Grammarian, 
* Critick, Play-wright, Eſſayiſt and Novelliſt, 


all which Lexiphanes i is to a very emiltent degree, We 
ſeems he is alſo a ſort of prophet.” At leaft, I can- 
not help thinking, when he wrote his definitions 
of the word Penſion, that he muſt have been under 


"the influence of a prophetical ſpirit, if not the ſe- 
\ cond-fight, for which, a witty but unfortunate man 


has ridiculed the Scotch nation, as being a ſuperſti- 


tion peculiar to them, though tis, in truth, à very 
- ancient and univerſal * WT traces of 
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18 „ . iy RITI win.” Par” 5 

3 Were is the merit that entitles kim A ; 
. _— er rare favour and diſtinction * ? When | 
+  , you ſay he is not altogether \ void of ſenſe 

| and e Hhowgh frequently an odd | 

VVV i E 1. ſort 

It being oy in Homer, and ſome even in Shake- 


. 3 * 
Juſt, dame 
For: if his merit in authorſhip: is the equivalent for 
his allowance, I make bold to ſay, that merit, if 

not negative, is at leaſt, to uſe a word of his own, | 
entirely are e and of courſe, no equivalent at 

- all; In: the next place, though it cannot be alleged 

- he was ever guilty of treaſon n the conſtitution _ 
of his country, yet there are, in his writings, num- 
berleſs treaſonable practices againſt:its 1 the 
rity of which, next to the preſervation of our con- 
„Beadee our glory abroad and happineſs at home, 

is, methinks, the moſt inporennt. NE 8 to be 5 

the moſt univerſid concern. x 

I have heardꝭ it whiſpered, that he real ue 

which procured Lexiphanes h Wei was the con- 

erſion he is well known to entertain 


þ f 


5 be theſe * ever. desde 1 ; 
1 Le | : 


oth nation and their innocent country. 
1 ſeems,” the great man at that time was afraid he 


= '-grodely, axboms, - tis ſaid, they were far from dillik- | 
 —_—_ "28g in their hearts. But this anecdote i is, methinks, 
extr T imp oba ies: * Loan mnie a 

A "a mini- 


n- 


might conjoix his iner, of a/tercation. and detractation, 5 
ee two very; witty and ingenious men, who, through . 5 5 
ce eaprice or faction, were then abuſing a people very - - | 


Ii RARE. wy 


dort of one, e, and always more oddly 1 


ſed, vou have 3 * e can wh e. 
te ug is behalf. 


Sudchn Piece 
I y, he tells 

5 Jibre been diſſeminated: by a rapid ale, and 

His, gigantick and ſtupendubus intelligence bas | 

obtained a ſeat on "the Pinnacle of arts and 


: . * 
3 of 
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. J ns $ rs of ſerene RF 5 Roy: HOT.” + 


wo re WER ET 2 5 

e a year! Sdeath, tis im- 
poſlible. , It muſt be a lie, TH all thay 3 
good, and 1 won t believe 1 it. 


2 minifter, WhO relying „ it may be e * 


the rectitude of his meaſures, and conſeious uprig ght- " 
\neſs of his heart, Gn nobly, 


.ever ſtoop to purchaſe the ſilence only of a Lexiphanes 


at ſo high a price: for I have not heard he hath. ever I 


employed his powers of celebration in the cauſe ef bis patra, 
at leaft I do not remember to have ſeen his very r 


markable cloven foot in the party wranglings 


period. Be this, however, as it will, it implies; 55 1 


any rate; a very ſevere ſatyr againſt the taſte of the 


L” * ublick, which, twas fu uppoſed, ,icould be influenced - ] 


any thing ſaid on either fide of the queſtion, 55 


that heavy affected pedant, who has not Na £ 

 riowof eloquence, poſſeſſes not the ſmalleſt talents 
for wit, humour, or ridicule, but when he makes an 

attempt 1 5 ab de him juſtice, ak e kg : 2 
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you himſelf, yy atk 


I will not ſay palitically, = = 
neglected ſuch men A8 Wilkes and Churchill, would 4 "y 
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1 EXIT HAN ES. 


3 5 Szconn PrySICLAnN, | 


So! not ſatisfied with giving ws dae lis | 

| "downright, you ſwear to it. Look ye, 
friend, *tis nothing to me whether you be- 

lieve it or no. But I tell you once more, 
be has a penſion of three hundred a year 
ſettled on him for life; and I am not a per- 
ſon that like to have my word called in 


queſtion, when I affirm any thing i. in ſo ſe- 
rious a manner. f 


ws 5 — — 2 8 
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Dear, Sir I aſk you ten thouſand pan 
ons. But let us have no quarrel about 
that. No, let us rather join in lamenting 


the melancholy condition taſte and writing 
are reduced to in our native country. 
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f #Falln to the ground, they can no lower fall 


Nis really amazing our great men 
et, perhaps, I wrong them, they ke 
give him this by way of huſh- money, to. 
hinder his writing any more. That can't 

be true neither; he writes on, and what 
is worſe, they imitate him.—Taſte, | genius, 
eloquence, even 3 are now loſt 
5 among 
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among us without recovery; *. mall OA 
relapſe into that ignorance and barbarity 


into which the whole world was funk pe | 


e 


ing Woe dark ages. 
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St co Pursteiaw. „ 
Do not t deſpair in a virtuous attempt, 


every means ought to be tried. Could we 


only cleanſe this Augean ſtable, whence 
all that filth and traſh has been ſpread 
abroad ; could we drain this muddy ditch 


whence all thoſe torrents of hard words and | 


terms of art have been poured out among 
the: people, it might do ſome good. Were | 


the - fountain-head once Br 7 the” firexm 
would ch of k boar 
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| be tried, and no time is to be loſk,—-Look 
you muſt take this draught, indeed you 


muſt. g It will do you good ſervice, . more 


than you re aware of. Drink, Sir, and 


* 
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"——_ as you ay, every ha 1 to 


n, we are Ver ſerious, 


quickly too; if you do not, we will gagg 


you, and pour it down your throat "by | 
fore. 5 i 1 
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Tou e with a moſt ee an: —_ 
ſtinacy, and the fury of your menaces de- 


bil tates my force, relaxes me with numb- 
neſs, and congeals my reſolution with the 
Frigorifick powers of villatick baſhfulneſs, 


ſo that J begin to queſtion the veracity of 
fame, and 2 flumber in the ſhades | 
of neutralit But I am afraid th the bibu- 


7 oY * 


lation of t this 5 mixture w will ruinate 
me, and chat i Leject. all my reſplendene 7 
of dictign, dazzling ſeintillations of con- 
ceit, regular 2 and unbroken concatenations 
of allegory, perturbations of images, figu- 
rative diſtortions of Fh ſoft lapſes of 
calm mellifluenite +, accumulations of pre- 
Paratory knowledge, ſudden irradiations 
of intelligence, and powers of celebration 
in the caſe of my patron; J am afrai id, I 
fay, that che annual emanation of royal mu- 
nificence For d become torpid, frozen 5 
congealed, ahd. no tor ger. continue 0 flow - 
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with its accuſtomed accelerated i in 
its Preſent eleemoſinary channel. Hs 
. 7-12, ©. SHCoND Furszcrax- Fo %%% 

"He en comply; tis only che fear 
41 his penſion that makes h m-heſitate, - and 
faith, between you and me ®,. there s ſome. 
reaſon for it; had he written like a Swift 
or Addiſon, no-body would have minded 
him; we have now got another taſte, we 


love thoſe who elevate and ſurprize like . 
Bays. I think we had better ſpeak him 
Fair, and fatter him A little. Do; my dear 
1 n, take © our r advice, ien this mig: 
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. l be. firſt Edition of this Pare I nad whip a | 

phraſe between you and I, which tho? it mult be con- 
fled. to be ungrammatical, is yet almoſt Univerſal- | 
ly uſed in familiar converſation, and - ſometimes | 
our beſt comick writers: ſee W ycherley's* Plant 
Dealer, This very trivial flip, 7 it be one, has 
not eſcaped the diligence and ſagacity of the leurn- 
ed and candid Reyiewers. One of our worthy labour 
ers in that periodical drudgery, has declared, this 
phraſe, and 4 5 others, which are onl improper” 
in his crazy imagination, to be mare offenſive to a 
judicious reader, than all the hard words Thad at- 


© iti 19 
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tempted to expoſe. See Critical Review. His fel 


| low drudge in the Monthly has uſed me with Rilt 
leſs ceremony: The author of the Rambler, "ſays 
» be, is cenſured for writing ill by a perſon who 
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ture, get rid of that cada ed — 
of hard words, and learn to talk and write 
like other people. All the world allows 
youa man of ſenſe and learning; and here's 
your friend, a mighty admirer of the ſound 
philoſophy and deep obſervation concealed 
in your Ramblers, would give almoſt any 


3 to Sg them e into e ons i 


cannot write at at ** To: prove - tk, het in⸗ 5 
ſtances this unlucky, between you and I, old Veteran, 


I cann-t for my heart. Such are Reviewers, and ſuch 
are their learned labours. They concur in cenſur- 


ing me for my coarſe illiberal humour and treatment 


of the moſt reſpectable Dr. Johnſon and others. I 
Have obſerved in my Sale of Authors, and l repeat 
the obſervation, that our Reviewers, like Sir Roger 
de Coverley, who would ſuffer no body to ſeep at 
church but himſelf, will not ſuffer'an adventurer at 
the pen to be reprehended, tho“ ever ſo juſtly, by 
any but themſelves. © Abuſe and Billingſgate i 1s den 


province, the very food they live on. The only . 


£1 


15 of humour that can with the leaft ſhew of rea- 


be called coarſe in this work, is the #xhibitror 
of the Emetic to Lexiphanes, and its conſequences.” 
Not to mention that this was neceffary, being taken 
from Lucian, it ſurely is nothing near ſo indelicate 


as the ſtanding and favourite witticiſm of the Re- 
1 which they enjoin all pamphlets =. 


be put to, which happen to Be written on 1 foft 2 


viewers, the u 


e Paper. 
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LEXIPH LANE s. 1 
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IF — 


lated by neceſſity, infligated by 
the ramifications of your private friendſhip, 
and overcome by the importunity of your 


folicitations, I declare mylelf obſequious t 70 
your councils, and behold [ bibulate, — 

| Good God, what” $ this? What a fortuitous 
C colliſion, what an inverted retrogradation, 


what an enormous combuſtion, what an er- 


ratick grumbling pervades the total invo- 


luted ſeries of my inteſtinal canal! 1 have 


aſſuredly ſwallowed a f. peaking devil, or 
got a ventriloquiſt in my abdominal re- 
an. Boax, Boax, Boax *. 9 BY 


EY, Vid. Lucian. The reader may reſt Ie] _ 
aſter the ſecond phyſician becomes concerned in the 


er moſt, if not all, the hard words and Lexi- 


iciſms, put into Mr. |—n's mouth, are really 
0 be found in the Rambler, though the references 


are neither ſo numerous nor ſo exact as they might 


ave. been, owing to a cauſe already mentioned. 


Should any doubt my word, they may be convinced” 
with ſome trouble, and add a thouſand. more to the 
Rock if they pleaſe. 


From this time forward, Lexiphanes is a mute 
perſon in the dialogue; and 1 am perſuaded every 
man of taſte, and well-wiſher to the language of has 
country, joins me in the HOPE * os . ever con- 


tinue ſo. 
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' Szcanp- Pavan, 
Wel done, my friend F N, ſtrain 
hard, and you'll do the buſineſs. Come 
Aue up Powers, that villanous word 
Powers, a word never uſed by any good 
writer, but now applied by our modern 
fribbles to every poſſible thing, to every 
5 thing relating to men or beaſt, or to things 
inanimate. We hear of nothing but Powers 
of ridicule » mental Powers, een eee 

7 5 * Prey 


* This Bon, 2s . as 1 1 is to 
be found in the Dialogues of the Dead; though not 
zn thoſe written by the noble author. But then they 
are in a manner ſanctioned by his great authority, 
as well as by that of the honourable perſon (Mr. 
Y—k) who uſes them; nor are the three dialogues 
referred to at all unworthy of the place they Have 
obtained. Notwithſtanding which, | make nd ſeru- 
ple to condemin theſe two phraſes as quaint and Lex- 
iphanick: Beſfi des, the word powers,' in the ſenſe in 
Which ! diſapprove i it, is uſed even by my Lord Lyt- 


telton himſelf. © Certain Jam, if uſed at all, it has 


been uſed very ſparingly in that ſenſe, by any of our 
old writers. Yer J muſt own, the greatneſs of thoſe 
modern authorities a little ſtaggers me, and makes 
me ſuſpect I may have contracted an unreaſonable 
difguſt at it, from its having been hackt about in the 
manner it has, by our moſt affected authors, ſuch a8 
Jen and A— de. No man of faſhion is mow 
to be ſeen with a filver watch or buckles ; for this 
reaſon only, the meaneſt of the vulgar, who can 24. 


ford, the price, have got 8 and they are wo 
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people did formerly, ſuch a one is a perſon 
of talents, parts, or abilities, the word now] 
is, he has great powers, and thoſe powers 


are, according to the wares he deals in, 


either theatrical, comical, tragical, poetical, 
or paradoxical, The modern Roſeius can- 
not ſtep upon the ſtage, but in the next 


news- papers, our ears are ſtunned with the 


amaxing theatrical powers of our inimitable 


ſally deemed a piece of low finery. For the ſame rea- 


ſon, methinks every polite writer ought to be cau- 


tious how he uſes a word or phraſe, equivocal. or 
doubtful at beſt, and which has already been fo much 
debate by the common herd of ſeriblers - 1 1 pct 


en? Þ 


muſt likewiſe- take notice in this place, that E 


do not pretend to reje& or expunge, out of the Rng-" 
liſh language, any, far leſs all thoſe words, which, 


to preſerve the humour of the Dialogue, I have 
cauſed. Lexiphanes to throw up. Such a thought® 
would be highly ridiculous ; for experience and the 


practice of the beſt writers have ſhewn us that there 5 
18 no word, not even the hardeſt in all his Dictionary 


or Ramblers, but what may be proper, nay the pro- 
pereſt at certain times, and i in ſome circumſtances. 


Proper words in ther proper placet, 18 tlie definition 
of a good ſtyle given by Swift. Therefore it is not 


the words 1 but their affected uſe, and 
the affected phraſes that L find fault with. But how® 


to attain the one, and to avoid the ener, is not 590 
be learned from a grammar or dict but by 


n 281 company and 3 6a RNAs. 5 


. G Garrick, 


"yp wo 3 * ; 
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5 Patron 20 e { 2 literature,” powers .of lo- 5 
ae declas tation. y Inſtead of | ſaying, as fa 
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Garrick; nor — exhibit a new piece, 
(another of their cant words, ſeldom pro- 
per, but in the mouth of a puppet- man, 
which, however, they are ſure to exhibit on 
every. ordinary occaſion) whether it be a 
Deſert Iſland or the Way to win bim, but 
we have a diſcuſſion in the next Review on 
his comick or tragick powers, juſt as it hap- 
pens to be written in blank verſe or blank- 
er proſe. In the next place, get up, gaze 
I-beſeech-you, imp, prime, forms, honours, 
great words with the mad poet; then fate 
7he lead a vile phraſe, taken from the Card 
or Billiard table. Lore, Lore, muſt come 
away next, a word of mighty requeſt in 
Prologues and Epilogues to new plays; if 
the author has not been at ſchool, the au- 
dience are defired to excuſe his faults and 
pity his ignorance of ancient Lore; but if 
he has dozed a few years at the univerſity, 
then are they bullied with his tranſcendent 
ſkill in Greek and Roman Lore. In the 
laſt place, get up gripe, grow!, rouze, throbs, 
whine, words all of them Engliſh, but 
ſpoiled, Mr. n, by your affected uſe 
of them. So, ſo. e done. Heave 
ET LYLE again, 
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Sxcoxp Pursierax. 
Well done faith; here comes devpia, 


4 replete, ſuccumb, diſcuſs, torpor, Friger, | 


vernal, diurnal, paucity, inanity, vicinity, ce- 


lebrity, hilarity, and a thouſand others; ſo 


ſo, his ſtomach at leaſt fem b to be POP 
dear dow. 


1 41 
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"Carries. * 


"Pf aſk. you 9 Doctor, there abe. 
e words yet, I inſiſt on't, are not to be 


jeft behind. He ad bring up. "OO 


and abborrent, 1 


Seconp. Puymcian, 


ls God, what do you mean 2 What 
Are you doing? Why man, all held words 
are in the = — 2d — Fo 
6 © a 
löcher Mech sek. ep 
u n buſineſs they have to be there: at 
1 . leaſt 
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again, my friend, put your fingers in your 
throat, I beſeech you, my dear Sir, bring 
me up all your hard cant words, of two. 


and three, and if vou can, of four ſyllables, 1 
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EEXIPHANES. 
leaſt on every occaſion. They ſhall. come 
up by Heavens, were they even in - the 


: thirry-nine attictes: 1132 31404 136 F9'4 Bal 
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Nay „you'll do as you WOE. But take 
notice, I wath my hands ot . 


IF; as | 


| CrrTics. = 

3 get me A \ feather, that L may tickle 
vie throat with it's irritating powers, and 
Teſuſcitate the conuulfe ve motion of Bis epigaſ- 
trial regions. So, here they come at laſt, 
but one ſhould” think he wrote the 
himſelf he had ſuch an abborrenqy at part- 

ing with repugnant, and ſo great 2, repug- 
| nancy 1 to part with abhorrent.- But as yet, 

1 have ſeen none of, his verba ſeſqaipedalia, 
none of his words a foot and 4 half long, 
thoſe I mean which end in ation, ility, ality, 
utity, icitude, etitude, and fo forth. Be- 
ſides, he has brought up none of his Triade 
nor Quaternions; none of his quaint af- 
fected phrafes, ſuch as the /lent ' celerity of 
time, the ſuperficial glitter of vanity, and a 
thouſand more of the ſame ſort. Should 
we leave theſe ne, he will be ſittle the 
2465; 3 bettes 


better for all the pains we have taken, 


Pray, Doctor, how. do you, account for 
that! 1 


1 955 TOW And ET {7 „ 
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A The moſt probable cock IT can 
form, is what follows. Theſe words and 
phraſes, by their extreme pondergſity, muſt 
have ſunk fo far down into his abdominal. 


regions, as to get below the valve of the Colon, 
and muſt now be entangled i in the involu- 


tions and ruge of his inteſtinal canal, in ſuch ; 


a \ manner, N 
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Carrie. 
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Hal hat hat What are you. Steg a 


OM THORN too upon my hands? Come, 


Doctor, let us have no more of your me- 


dical terms and ſolemnity. They may do 


very well, and even be proper and neceſ- 


ſary in a treatiſe on anatomy, or at a con- 


ſultation of grave phyſicians: but here, be- 


tween ourſelves only, and on ſuch an oc. 


caſion as this, *tis no better than eee 
right ee n JOE: | 


5s 3 R > 
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 SrconD PavsIcran. 


Taſk pardon, I had forgot myſelf; a little. : 
Why, theſe words and phrafes by their 
great weight have funk ſo low down, that 
they muſt now he 2 the reach of a 
vomit. 


2 


5 132 


| Carrick. | 
Then we muſt give him a purge 3 or if 
you have ever a glyſter about you, I ſhall 
ſtand apothecary myſelf, though he ſhould 
een ſerve me as Gil Blas did his. | 


 SeconD PavSrcras. 


No, no, we muſt not dabble any more 
with him at preſent . That would infallibly N 
put an end to him. Do you not ſee, to 
ſpeak in his own- way, that he labours un- 
der great imbecility, that he is in a ſtate of 
debilitating exft udation, that he is relaxed with 
 mumbneſs, and a igorifick torpor encroaches 
on bis veins. There is a manifeſt approxi- 
mation towards the diſſolution of his frame if 
mortality, and whoever beholds him now, 
can entertain nb forgerfulneſs ef "the fragility 5 
| 7 buman | He. All theſe e 
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Fiis days tc — an e ; 


To be ſerious, we muſt not let honeftT Len- * 
iphanes die of the Doctor, ho can bel 1. i 


— — 
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infection he kes wr in among us would. | 
expire with him, I would diſpatch him out 
of hand. But you'll do as you phat. AJ 


* 4 5 | „ 
„„ 
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Wel I am told there is to be a Ale of 

Authors and Criticks very ſoon; next week; 

I believe, at Langford's. I'fhalb be glad 

to ſee both you and Lexiphanes there. 

Perhaps you will be put up to ſale Ae | 

ſelves. The time of auction e 

vertiſed 1 in the news- papers. If, 

you think our friend's caſe ſo ee 

5 char it will not be ſafe eee 
may bri g him to W | 


— — 


to inſtruct him farther, in the beſt man- 

ner you, can. For I am a little hurried at 

preſent, and am going, by appointment, 
to a conſultation, with, ſome other gentle- ” 
' men of the faculty, on the caſe of the 
mien Honourable =—'who has got ſuch 
an obſtinate Paraphymoſis, that I fear we 
mat _ a eee Jew of him at e 


J blygcw 1 mil div vionrs 
9 75 Wits „ Carr LOS. A hoe bs 
Hark ye, Doctor, a word in your ear 
before you go. Could you not contrive 
to mix ſome of your potion ſlily in the great 
man's diet · drink, for on my word, he ſtands 
as much in nerd of it, as Lexiphanes him: 
elk. Would to Got I had intereſt to get 
you appointed Phyſician in ordinary to the 
. and then, if you could prevail on 
them to take your medicine, it would 
prove of migh y emolument to the whole 
nation; we ſnhould not ſurely have ſo many 
7 mee and e nh und unanimitys 
in the next . —. But as for Lexiphanes, 
you may 3 on my doing my beſt, 
ſeeing you have ſo well paved . yay 


for' me. Doczon, your err. cin 
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Mud now, Mr. J— 


die beſt advice I can ge you, however 


hard i it may ſeem to a perſon of your years 
and conceited dignity, is wholly to for? 


ger, and even, if I may ſpeak fo, unlearn 


all you have hitherto been ſo fond of. ill 


this be done, you can never expect che ſin⸗ 


cere praiſes of men of ſenſe, or the rational 
applauſe of the püblick. The eyes of 
people, of youth eſpecially, whoſe taſte is 
= yet formed, and who have nothing 

to guide them in their judgment of books, 
may be dazzled for a while with the falſe 
glitter of your eloquence and the big ti 


mour of your hard words. But how ſoon” 
„they will 


they come to be better informe 
reject you with a loathing equal to that 


tranſport with which, it may be, they now _ 
ou. Should the Eng+ | 


_ admire and imitate y 
liſh be ever ſtudied as a dead language, and 
your works reach to poſterity, if you are not 
reckoned the firſt corrupter of our tongue; 

hey will affuredly look upon you in no 
other light than as an author Wh W 


in . 0 — when all tue t ale in 
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ol make. a foreign or à dead lungusge 0 
cheir ſtudy, are much better judges of its 
words and their arrangement, than of its 
grammatical niceties, or, if you will, pu- 
rity. That Patavinity objected to Livy, by 
his cotemporaries, we can now diſcover no 
traces of; but we hold him one of the 
chief claſſicks on the ſcore of his excellent ” 
words and compoſition. Agreeable to this, 
andd as I obſerved before, the main excel- 
lence of a ſtyle confiſts ; in the choice of he 
words; the next in their order or arrange 
ment; and what ought. to be conſidered. in 
the laſt place, is the grammatical conſtruc- | 
tion, for none but a Pedant will be offend- 
ed wich a trivial ſlip of that een it 
be attended with obſeurity. 5 4 
Ho it has happened 1.know not, hs 
this order ĩs now quite reverſed. ou eſ- 
pecially are faultleſs with reſpect to gram- 
mar, even ſo to a degree of pedantry; en 
have not omitted a ſingle: who, that, wh 
or which. The placing of your words, may 
perhaps have ſome merit; but then the 
words themſelves are execrable, and when 
they cannot be 1 condemned. 
SAW — your - 


- 


phraſes are, if poſſible; more abomi- 
able ſtill. Nothing is s ſo; familiar vi 
you as the che of vanity, the band of avarice, 


with a thouſand more of that ſort. Tou 


have made a god, at leaſt a perſon of every 
vice and virtue, of every paſſion and at- 


fection: a figure of ſpeech never, but 
ſparingly and on very ſolemn occaſtons, 

uſed by good writers; whereas you bring 
it in, at every turn, a moſt eminent proof 
of the utter . and barbarity of 


| your taſte. 
Would you chuſe to forget all this fops 


pery and abſurd tuff? Would you wiſh to 


acquire ſome reputation as a ſcholar and a 
writer Among. men of judgment? It is my 
advice to you, lay down an obſtinate reſo- 
lution to read nothing modern, nothing 
that has been written ſince the acceſſion of 


the preſent family, unleſs. by thoſe authors 
who had formed their taſte in the foregoing. 
reign. . Such were, Pope, Swift, Atterbury 


Bolingbroke, and a few more, to whom 
Iwill venture ta add, notwithſtanding the 
high eontempt yo 
W and 2 This contempt 
* | n 
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hold them in, Buck. 


5 * 
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eſpecially of Buckingham, which moſt 6f 
your brother Pedants “ have joined in, I 
can account for no otherwiſe, than by the 
ſtrong 000 


„„ PEE On, V JJ Tani? £2 
Mr. Warton, author of the Eſſay on the Geni- 
us and Writings of Pope, is the perſon alluded to 
in this paſſage. He ſeems, indeed, to have con- 
tracted a particular antipathy againſt Sheffield, the 
laft duke of Buckingham who had the misfortune to 
be an author. He falls foul of him on every oc 
fion, and tells us, here is mw ſtamp of Genius on his 

_ ew#ztings, with other quaint ſtuff of that ſort; ' It is 
He likewiſe, who adopts Mr. ]J——n's opinion of 
Walſh, and ſeems ſo mightily leaſed with his calling. 
that gentleman's writings Pages of: Inanity, that he 

ts INANITY, in capitals... t muſt. be remember- 
ed, that Walſh was accounted by Dryden, a good 
judge if ever there was one, the beſt Critick of his 
e; andit was He who in a great meaſure 5 
Po , for which he celebrates him as the Muſe's 
udge and Friend, and for which his memory ought. 
to be revered by every lover of: Engliſh Poetry. 

Surely one ſhould have'thought that a reputation, 
which Dryden and Pope, animated both by friend- 
ſhip and gratitude, had-exerted all the charms of 
their poetry to raiſe, * had been fixed on a laſting 
foundartion.: But behold the inſtability of human 
things ! BY is overthrown all at once, by the great 
Lexiphanes, tlrat invincible Drawcanfir; and only 
by one of his hard word! :- oo N 

At the ſame. time, and on the ſame occaſion: 
if TI miſtake not, this Mr. Warton calls his fri 


Lexiphanes the Excellent Rambler ety 1 


3 Qui Badium. non 1 8 
72 Ne ; . 7 o 
N84. 110 —— liter 


LEXITHAN ES. 129 


liter ſtyle, whether verſe or proſe, 1 than that 
illuſtrious nobleman, . Not that I woul 
: abſolutely condemn all authors ſince that 
period; ſome I knowhave undoubted merit, 
and, had they not proſtituted their admirable 
talents to write for bookſellers, might have 
been models of perfection . But as none 
of them are, I'm afraid, altogether pure, 
it would be better for a perſon i in your ex. 
treme tickliſh ſituation of health holy to 

abſtain from them. . EC | 


1 2 


5 x * By l 


CORES 


* 1 muſt own, that the n yo, a late bier! 15 
made to in this paſſage. And when we confidet 
It, rather as the project of another, than 1 
choice or theme of it's author, that he was writin 
not for reputation only, but alſo from another 1 
tive, and moreover that he was limited in the time 
of it's execution; we canndt but ſtand amazed, at 
thoſe 5 whick wy ſhort ras eleven months * 
it is ſaid, under ſo m adva 8. 
produce a ng Wt that CES afl an e 
with ſo many beauties and ſo few Au pee not 
only an honour to it's author, but to the 
whoſe tranſactions it records. What a reproach . 
it to the times it was writ in, that ſo noble a genius 
ſhould either lie under the neceſſity, or even find it 
convenient to write with any other view than reputa- 
tion alone. It cannot, however, be denied, thatthere 
ts ſamething too ſhining now and then, bath in his 
rds and diction; but with this eſſential difference 4 
be 877 is the fruit of art, labour and deſign 1 in the pes 
dation old ſchool- boy, proceeds from inadvertence 
and want of leiſure to correct in ſo lively and | ſpirited , 


ay Write as Doctor Smollet. eee 


5 's 


x 


8 I 
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This being laid down as 4 preliminaty, 
indeed, a ndceſſary ſtep; you ought to be- 


take yourſelf, without delay, to a careful 


and attentive peruſal of the beſt old writers. 
I would have you begin with the poets, 
f taking care, however, to read them under 
the correction of a judicious maſter, other- 


wiſe you will be apt to make an odd con- 


ſiſtent jumble of poetick and profaick 
words, as I am ſenſible you have already 


done. Were 1 to compare things ſo wholly 


different, 1 ſhould liken yqur Ramblers ta 
nothing ſo much as to the Pleaſures of Im- 
agination, and Young's Night Thoughts, 
both of them equally obſcure, affected, and 
full of hard words. However, when read 
with due precaution, nothing can inſtruct 
. man ſo well as good poetry, in the true 
ſpirit of the Engliſh tongue, and the force 
and energy of it's particular words, of all 
which you have hitherto been her 85 
norant. E 
After you h ve ont a proper time 
in this courſe, I would adviſe you to be- 
take yourſelf, in the next place, to the 
2 77 of our beſt write s in. proſe, our di- 
. „ 5 | vines, 
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vines, ps and hiſtorians, ſuch as 
Sprat, Tillotſon, Clarendon, Temple and 
| Burnet of the Charter- houſe. Obſerve well 
their words and phraſes, and all. the dif-* 
ferent circumſtances. in which. they uſe 5 
them. Take notice of the peculiarities | 
ak their conſtruction, and do not reject 
them, though they ſhould ſeem to be not 
wholly within the rules of grammar. 
Though Iam: ſenſible that herein I differ 
from ſome writers, for whoſe authority. 1 
have the higheſt veneration, yet I. cannot 
help thinking a living language ſtands in 
ſmall need either of a grammar or. diet. | 
onary. The exiſtence of either is plainly | 
impoſſible before people haye beg un both 1 
to ſpe ak well and write well. While thex˖ 
continue to do ſo, they are needleſs; : and 
after a bad taſte is once introduced, they 
wilt rather o hurt than ſervice, at leaſt. 
if we are to judge from your writings. = 
The Syntax and choice of words are beſt 
t be lente f SIE IX "Wn authors and een 5 
ib you 3 = is Engliſh las; = 
guage: ir its full e wan 0 1 
| 


11 "ORE OE N Fol 
ip ca to Purity, Ui" compoſition, 
or 50 of words; would you ſee a com- 
_ pleat variety of ſtyle, whether on grave or 
ludicrous ſubjects, read the works of Dr. 
Swift; indeed, never lay them aſide, let 
them never be out of your hand, but 
make Regs earl TE e qui _ 


_ 3 jt 


the int, f an adm rable Suche 
Whoſe works, with equal pride and foppery, 
you have heretofore called pages of inanity ; 
if after ſo much mite undeſerved Ae 
1 pk are _—_— re 
1 8 ach forth. agen, 70 

Ny OUR thy adyentrous 1 rovers of the pen, f 


lay aſide, I beſeech you, that cavilling hu- 
mur, that ſupercilious vanity which leads 
you to paſs your affected cenſures on men 
of worth, infin itely ſuperior to your own. 
Thinking, 1 ſuppoſe, that as much as you 
detract from e you add to rourlnl 9 | 


CELLS 
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ki. 8 mis ber eee es 
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Abe ll abigis;: facrifice to the graces 
and perſpieuity, / both of which; you have | 
hitherto neglecte d, eſpecially the former. 
n 5 Teichen to write enge thing, 


1 25 3 23 f a} 5 wt LET 11 18 * en 
* #5 4 3; 
15 Tm af np 1 1555 leads [208 to Fit. 10 3 
the common and dry. way of expreſſion, 
whether in ſpeech or writing, leads him to look 
down upon and deſpiſe the reſt of mankind from 
that airy chrone CHICK: he has reared for himſelf in 
12 05 fantaſtick imagination. There can ſcarcely 
e conceived a more ſelf-conceited fop than the au- 
thor of the Pleaſures: at leaſt, as wh waa Ce fus his 
n picture in that rhapſody. The over- 
earing xe of that perſon, who f 0 1 2 
the name I have given him, is univerſally known. 
A moſt eminent proof of it is his eontemptuous treat- 
ment of the late Mr. Churchill, a man with, all his 


faults of undoubted genius, and who, as a Writer, 


had much more merit, and hath ſhewn an infinitely 
better taſte than the pedant who ſo arrogantly affecb- 
ed to deſpiſe him. Had he not been ſnatched away 
by an untimely fate, and had he been more difficult 
and correct, and learned to poliſh and blot, me- 
thinks he was able to give perfections to rhyme it 
has hitherto been thought unſuſceptible of, and 
Which Dryden ty has not attained to; I mean 
that of — the lines into ag another with "eaſe 


d gracefulneſs, and * 
Fwelling pe riods o pro - git ah 12 N as 


Perbabs Mr. Churchill was ſufficiently aven 
of Mr. J— -n, for all the contempt'He expre F 
for him, whether real or pretended, by the fingle 
nickname of Pompoſo ; a nickname fitting him ſo SK. | 
; Scl that I had once thoughts of publiſhing * - 

1 that title, 28 it ode de ers! 
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digeſt it well in your r mind, and lay n | 
_ arggular plan of it before you begin. Let 
your ſtyle be plain and ſimple, ſuited to 
your ſubje&, and to the capacity of thoſe 
for whoſe peruſal it is intended. But above 
all things, avoid the rock you have form- 
erly ſplit on, I mean, hard, long tail'd 
words, and terms of art. Give none of 5 
them admittance into your future writings, 
unleſs only in ſuch caſes, for poſſibly ſuch 
may happen, where the avoiding them 
would appear, from the natural poverty of 
our language, greater affectation than the 
uſe of them. bo 
nk ſhall conclude. what 1 5 to . to 
you. on his head, by enforcing my own 
opinion with the authority of two of tbe 
greateſt wits that ever were in the world, 
the one of modern, the other of ancient 
. times; 1 mean Lucian and Swift. It gives 
me concern I am obliged to mention to 


you Dt.” Swift's * defi 1 of ſt5 le, which 


nerally 5 Ba is more familiar to os _ 
2 „Lexi phanes is by far more pointed and di- 
rect, for at literally ie Word-ſtiner, or one Who 
always uſes, and is mighty fond of, What 0 
Lynclon would 15 a binn ee. diction. 
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conciſeſt, and, at the ſame time, the full- 
eſt that ever was given of ſo complex a 


theme. I leave it to your warmeſt admir- 


ers, and to yourſelf, when ſober, to de- 


termine in what ſubje& you can find proper 
\ places for your hard words, terins of art, 
and abſurd Phraſes. Surely no one will find 


them proper in weekly Eſſays, on popular 


| ſubjects. beg leave to recommend 3 
your moſt careful peruſal, that great au- 
thor's Letter to a young gentleman on his 
entering into Holy Orders, which, if any 
thing can, vill cure you and thoſe numbers 


afflicted with the ſame diſtemper of their 


preſent madneſs. The next is the admir- 


able Lucian, who gives an advice, which, 


though applied by him to hiſtoriansonly, is 


equally applicable to all other ſubjects, and 


holds equally juſt in every language. Tis 


a general, an univerſal rule, againſt which 
no exception can be imagined, and, 


indeed, ought to be written in letters of : 


gold on the moſt conſpicuous place, in 
every nbrary and repoſitory of learning. 


It 18 this, uſe ſuch words only- 45 ſhall be well 
LE | s "ON 


words in their f roper places, the 
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© approved of by the learned. and egi under. 
flood by the vulgar. ßÜͤ . 


* 
5 


Should you again cheriſh an ambition to 


inſtruct and amuſe the publick with peri. 
© odical Eſſays, or to tranſlate into good plain 
* Engliſh, ſome of thoſe few Ramblers 

© whoſe matter may render it worth the 
trouble; in the firſt place, make yourſelf 
maſter by repeated readings of the ſtyle 

and manner of the Tatlers, Spectators and 
Guardians, the only perfect models of ſuch 


way of writing, perhaps, in the world. 


wu e 


your Eſſay to ſome old woman, were it 


your landlady or bed-maker, and if the 


does not underſtand every word of it, con- 


clude there is certainly ſomething wrong, 


and never ceaſe altering it till ſhe does“. 


Fe , : 8; N 3 5 n 
n!... 


e 5 „ 1 . 2 „ + , Fs 5 El . 4 
» Dr. Swift ſtrongly recommends this method in 


ttte letter quoted above, and enforces it b. the ex- 


— 


ample of the famous and virtuous Lord Falkland, in 


the time of Charles the Furſt, whoſe.conftant practice, 


he tells us, it was, whenever he doubted Whether 
aà word were perfectly intelligible or no, to con- 
ſult one of his Lady's Chambermaids, (not the 


x 


: Waiting-wome?, becauſe it was . 


be converſant in romances) and 


y her judgment 


wasguided, whether to receive or to reject it. 2 
3 8 
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Should you undertake a work of greater 
importance or of longer breath, after tis 
compleated, let i it lie by you for ſome time, 


* 5 till the er naturally at- 
8 _ tending 
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if that great pevfdghs continues obey Delay % thought 
ſuch a caution neceſſary in treatiſes, offered to the 
Learned World, it will be ſure as proper in ſermons, 
where the meaneſt hearer is ſuppoſed to be concerned, 
and where, very often, a Cady's Chambermaid may 
be allowed to equal half the congregation, both as 
to quality and underſtanding.“ The opinion of this 
great maſter, with reſpect to ſermons; it is evident 
ma be applied with equal force and juſtice to week- 
| 1 days, tende for the amuſement of tea: tables, 
85 45 inſtruction of the youth of both ſexes. It is 
woith fincere pleaſure I own that the Worli and Con- 
_ noiſſeur ſeem to be altogether faultleſs in this point, 
But Mr. Hawkeſworth, a very ingenious man, ap- 
ears to have ſpoiled his duenturets almoſt intirely, 
N 55 a fond and fooliſh imitation of this Pedant, whom 
he equals in every thing where the other moſt excels, 
and is far his ſuperior in fancy and invention. His 
words indeed are not ſo execrable, but his phraſeo- 
logy i is very little better, and he deals almoſt as deep 
in Triad: and 2uatern'ons. I had not the Jawventurer 
by me, when compoſing the Rhapſar, neither did 
it occur to me, otherwiſe it muſt have appeared at 
the bottom of the page, for I find it would have fur- 
niſhed me with many dericious ee 
5 eloguence. + 
The inimitable Moliere too, an authmr ich the 
5 greateſt that can be alledged, conſtanthy foilowed, 
as we learn from Boileau; the practice of Lord Falle 
land, recommended by Swift. It is a well known 
ſtory of him that he ge co pawn reno TY of 5 10 cs 
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tending the heat of compoſition be wholly 
__ abated. Then take it up, read it over in 
a cool moment, refining, correcting, and 
_ poliſhing, to the utmoſt of your power. But 
do not truſt to your own judgment alone. 
Conſult ſome friend, whoſe  candour and 


honeſty you can rely on. But let it be one 


Who laughs at your preſent manner of 
. . Writing, as heartily as I do. You cannot 


on the ſtage, till he had firſt conſulted his old Houſe- 
- keeper, to whom he uſed to read his comedy, as ſhe 
was fitting at the fire-ſide in the evening, at work, 
with her ſpectacles on: and he always uſed to judge 
- 'of the reception his play would meet with from the 


audience, by the impreſfion it had made on the old 
woman, and he ſeldom, if ever, found himſelf miſ- 


taken. It would be well if our modern play-wrights, 


thoſe belonging to the Inns of Court in particular, 


would” take the opinion of their bed-makers and 
laundreſſes, before they carried their pieces to the 
managers or actors, for of the two I take the former to 
be infinitely the better judges: and 1 ſhould enter- 
tain much more ſanguine hopes from a dramatick 
performance, at which a laundreſs, on hearing it 
read, had either laught or wept, provided however 
ſhe had not laught at the fuſtian of a tragedy, or 


cried at the dullneſs of a comedy, than from another 


over which ſhe had fallen aſleep ; though the latter 


were to be fet off with all our inimitable Gar- ics. 
manazerigl art, theatrical powers and judicious caſt of 
pt, cant phraſes in vogue at preſent : nay, even 
though it were to be uſhered in by a moſt excellent 
prologue, and diſmiſſed with a ſtill more excellent 
epilogue, both written by that gentleman. - 


depend | 
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depend on the opinion of your former ad- 
mirers, or of the great men who gave you 
the penſion. Thoſe who. could praiſe or 
reward you for what you have hitherto 
done, are, aſſure yourſelf, very ieee | 
judges. | 

And now when you have ſet tbe laſt band 
to your work, publiſh it boldly. If you 
ſhould not chuſe to run any riſque your- 
ſelf, or be at the trouble to ſolicit a ſub- 
{ ription, put it up to auction among thoſe” 
who. deal in buying and ſelling oaks; and” 
_ diſpoſe of it to the higheſt bidder, not in 

the leaſt regarding any character one; of _ 
thoſe tradeſmen may have over another, : 
for his own ſuperior judgment, or the 
goodneſs of his wares. A work of real and” 
tranſcendent. merit will make its way into En 
the world, though expoſed to fale on the | 
meaneſt ſtall in Moorkiclds. | 

Bur the laſt, though not the leaſt 1 impor- 
tant advice I ſhall give you, is this. . Habe | 
no manner of dealing or concern with book 
1 except what T have Ji juſt now hinted 

Never conſult them, or take their 
decken, about any N Rue are to write 
* on; 
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on; never contract or enter into any en- 
gagement with them about any work what- 
ſoever; if you; unhappily under any 
ſuch contract at preſent, getridof it as quick 
as you can; for it is impoſſible that a man 
who writes for bookſellers, ſhould ' write 
well. They do not expect, or even deſire 
he ſhould. They are like thoſe builders 
who build on ſhort leaſes, and want their 
edifices to laſt only for a certain term. In 
my conſcience, I believe they are the great” 
Fatrons of long vermicular words ; for this 
reaſon only, that they blot more paper, ; 
end increaſe” the price of their wares. In 
ſhort, never ſhew the bookſellers 1 a manu 5 
ſeript, till you think it fit for the p preſs, 


and then talk with them about nothing 
Br e, except the price they will give PAY 


Beſides, having now got a Bandlötne 
penſion, you lie no longer under any need 
of writing for money. But improbable 5 
it may bes. ſhould you even be deprived 
of this proviſion for life, do any thing; 
die, ſtarve, periſh, ſooner than proftitute 


your pen for hire, a dirty inſtrument in ſtill 
dirtier 


\ 
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 dirtier hands, to ſpoil the language - and 
corrupt the taſte of a people, ſo rich and 
famous, ſo renown'd and flourifhing, the 
maſters of the ocean and arbiters of the 
world. 0 
Thus, Mr. . 85 1 given you my 
| beſt advice. If you follow it, your Ramb- 
far as never to riſe up in judgment againſt 
you, and you may in time acquire a repu- 
tation which may chance to be laſting. If 
you do not, but return like the dog to your 
vomit, and like the ſwine, to wallow in tha 
mire. and filth of your hard words and ab- 
ſurd phraſes, 41 can only fay, that I have 
acted the part of a friend towards you, and 
that you will have nobody to blame but 
yourſelf. - But whatever courſe: you follow, 
be aſſured that it is impoſſible you ſhould 
write worſe than you have hitherto done. 
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lame advice, 


\HE 1 WE tho! adrett 
to Lexiphanes only, and in a man- 
ner 1 to one in his particular ſituation, 


is intended for all who may write for the | 
it, if ſtrictly followed, be eminently uſeful 
to them all. It is, indeed, little more, the 


change of circumſtances allowed for, than 


a literal tranſcript from Lucian. And there 


is nothing in it, but what may be fairly 


deduced from him, unleſs it be thoſe paſ- 
| ſages concerning Bookſellers, who are cer- 


tainly a very different ſort of gentry at pre- 
ſent, from what they were in his time: 
owing to one of thoſe changes which e 
art of printing has introduced into the 


ſtate of Letters, and which, this in par- 


ticular, is by no means advantageous to 
them. Lucian, were he now alive, would 
have been, I am convinced, of the ſame 
opinion, and would have concurred | in the 
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In ſhort, I have ſcarce d in any 5 
one article from Lucian's plan, or made- 
any additions to it, except in the Epiſode 
of the firſt Phyſi cian or the med rehearſing* 
Poet, as I eall him, 1 thought ſomething: 
of this ſort abſolutely neceſſary for com- 
Pleating my deſign, and I wanted to give: 
my opinion, in the preſent diſpute, about 
blank verſe and rhyme. A very great. 
Philoſopher and Hiſtorian (Mr. Hume). 
expreſsly ſays, that in all nations and lan- 
guages; Poetry has attained to its perfec- 
tion before Proſe ;- and as far as I am able: 
to judge, he is-juſtified ; in theſe ſentiments 
by experience iiſelf. For the ſame reaſon, 
whatever that may be, when we perceive 
the Poetry of a nation to decline, we ma 
aſſuredly expect to ſee, very ſoon, a like 
degeneracy in their Proſe. Blank Verſe _ 
differing ſo little by:its meaſure from Proſe, . 
naturally leads to a ſwollen turgid expreſ. 
fron, and a ſet of Hy pereriticks among us; 
ignorant of the general turn and bent of. 
our language, and vainly ſetting up Mil- 
ton and Shakeſpear, as models of imitation, 
gp N ſ] Dug a different dialect from 


my what 
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what we do now- a- days, and in all their 
truly valuable paſſages, are entirely unique 
and inimitable, have recommended this 
Blank Verſe, not only as the beſt meaſure 


for T ragedy, where the example and ſuc- 
ceſs of our moſt approved Dramatick 
writers, tho I cannot altogether condemn 
the rhyming plays of Dryden and Lee, 
have rendered it preferable, but alſo for 
the ſublimeſt and moſt ornamented epick, 
didactick and deſcriptive Poetry, for which 
it is altogether-unfit, unleſs when under 
the management of a Milton or .Shake- 
ſpear. Thus has it become faſhionable, 
and hence the ſwollen, turgid cxpreſſion 
already mentioned, and ſo natural and pe- 
culiar to it, and of conſequence, the vile 
affected Lexiphanick ſtyle in Proſe of Mr. 
J——2n, and his followers and imitators. 
The 8 of the Dialogue ſhews, that 
the circumſtance. of the Pleaſures of. Ina- 
Zinalion, being the production of a Phyſi- 
cian, is the reaſon why that! is pitched upon 
as the object of criticiſm in particular, 
whilſt other performances of the ſame na- 
ture, might Baue been met with equally 
repre- 


I 
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reprehenſible. But though not one tittle 
of the cenſure paſt upon it, ought to be 
abated; yet, I think, a great deal 21 
be ſaid in excuſe of the author, which at 
the time I did not attend to. *Tis certain, 
| from the time of its firſt appearance, = 
muſt have been a Juvenile Re,” 
and the manner of it, as well as Philoſo- 
phy inculcated in it, I believe were all 
the vogue at the place where it was firſt 
written, both of which are very dazzling 
in the eyes of a young gentleman. of a luxu- 
riant imag! nation, before he has corrected. 
his taſte from ſoberer and more approved 
5 models. Beſides, from the Rhapſody, as 
far as is intelligible to me, he. ſeems to 
be a man of virtue and benevolence, a 
friend to the natural rights and liberties of 
mankind, and a perſon of an enlafged and 5 
liberal turn of thought, qualities infinitely : 
more eſtimable than the happieſt poetical 
talents in the World without them. Per- 5 
haps, the ſtrange and unaccountable ſuc⸗ 
ceſs it has met with, may be one reaſon 45 
"Mp bis, nace ſtill. e before {© 0850 
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though now of great eminence in a a learned 
and uſeful profeſſion. - 

Having here an opportunity, 1 hall juſt. 
barely recapitulate what, after ſo long an 
interval of time, I can recollect of the 
chief heads of my intended Preface, I mean 

the cauſes of the preſent decline of taſte 

and good. writing among us. T he firſt is 
that univerſal law of nature, to which all 
human things appear to be ſubjected; 
namely, a ſlow riſe and progreſſion from 
a weak and infirm ſtate, to that degree of” 
maturity and perfection their nature is 
capable of, and thence a gradual deeline, 
and total diſſolution at laſt. The yuſtrious 
author, Juſt now quoted, has handled this 
curious ſubject in his Eſſays, with all that 
accuracy and preciſion: pecullar to himſelf; 
and to him I refer the reader. My Lord 
Lyttelton has, T think, barely alluded to- 
this cauſe, but Doctor Swift has expreſsly 5 
taken it for granted. For he tells us, in 
his letter to the Lord Treaſurer Oxford; 
"that „ the Engiifh tongue was not arrived: 
«© to ſuch a degree of perfection as to make 
us * any thoughts of its decay; 

Bux 


- 
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But 1 * afraid, that he was herein great- 
ly miſtaken, Setting aſide Shakeſpear 
and Milton, Poets ſui generis, of a ſtrain 
peculiar to themſelves, it ſeemed even then 
paſt a queſtion, that the poetical ſtyle had 
been carried to its utmoſt perfection by f 
Butler, in the burleſque way, and by. 
Dryden and Pope in the grave and ſerious, 
of all whom. We "Oe mo . wh. 
| Horace, 1 85 3 5 a 


Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale farentes: 


| & 


And that Swift himſelf, and his cotempo- 
raries, had likewiſe brought our Proſe ta. 
the higheſt pitch of excellence i it ever will 
attain to, this is a. manifeſt proof; he lived. 
20 ſee it's. decline, he: lived to ſee, not to. 
mention numberleſs other proofs, Gordon a 
ridiculous and affected tranſlation of Taci- 
tus, encouraged: and ſubſcribed; to by W 
our prime nobility and great men. 
The next cauſe which may not only hives 
| haſtened the decay, but alſo prevented the 
due growth and full maturity of taſte and: 
Letters among us, has been the peculiar 
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temper and ſituation of our princes; for 
nothing i is more true than this proverb: 8 


Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis. a 


Of all our -monarchs that have reigned. 
fince our tongue has become in any ſort 
pohiſnied and refined, none appear to have. 
had the ſmalleſt pretenſions to taſte, except 
the two Charles's. The unhappy exit of 
the firſt, and the violent troubles and con- 
vulſions in which, he was involved, during 
the greateſt part of his reign, account too 
ſufficiently why Letters did not flouriſh N 
more under him, and why he did not more 
encourage them. The ſecond was every 
way more fortunate; bating his love of 
ribaldry and licentiouſneſs, then ſo preva- 
lent in the nation, and attended with ſuch 
bad conſequences, he undoubtedly poſſeſ- 
ſed a found judgment and diſcernment 
both in ſtyle and literary productions. 
Even: his ſhort and enrempore ſpeeches. to 
his parliament, have a ſtrength. and ele · 
gance, and dignity | unknown to compo- 
fitions of that kind now a days. But then 
he vas entirely void of true generoſity and 


eng. 
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Werde) and ſeeing: only t to Have had a 
ſilly ſort of good. nature which could not 
reſiſt the importunity of the many craving. | 
miſtreſſes and hungry courtiers about hien. 1 
Though no prince in his political capacity, 
not even Auguſtus himſelf, was ever more 
obliged to Virgil and e thatr Charles 
was to Butler and D yden, yet he had the 
baſe ingratitude to ſuffer them, thought” 
both men of virtue and blameleſs charac-* 
ters in private life, the one to languiſn in 
Poverty and obſcurity, and the other * | 
20 Jo what is as bad; to write for his bread. : 
I have ſometimes amuſed myſe lf win 
imagining what a fortunate circumſtance it! 
would have proved for Letters, had our 
preſent ſovereign appeared on the Britiſh* 
ſtage, juft a century before he did. The 
declared liberality and protection of the 
monarch, would have inſpired that manly 
wit and genius ſo peculiar to thoſe times, 
and made them foar to heights that now 
perhaps we have no conceptions of, whilt 
| his virtuous example and avowed regard, 
for modeſty and decency, would have 
© © 0 tempered. 
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tempered their licentiouſneſs, the only, 
at leaſt, eſſential failing they . 
But, however, though Charles afforded. 
no other encouragement to men of wit and 
genius, than his countenance, thifiytice 
he took of them, or the private — | 
tion he beſtowed. on them, yet even that. 
was attended with good. effects, and pro- 
duced very happy conſequences. For if 
it did not create, at leaſt, it encreaſed an 
ambition in the nobles and great men, not 
only to patronize and encourage Letters 
more effectually than the ſovereign did, 
but alſo to honour and adorn them by their 
practice and example. Nor did this im- 
pulſe, if I may ſo call it, received f from him, 
| Knally determine with him. It. continued. 
with the utmolt. force and energy. till the. 
end of the queen's life. And, in fact, that. 
whole conſtellation of wits which ſo nobly 
diſtinguiſhed and adorned the female reign,. 
Were all, without exception, formed after 
the example, and even by the precepts of- 
thoſe that had figured in Charles's days., 
* Swift by Sir William 1 . | 
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But now a race 10 PA princes fue- ds 
the throne, who having no mo- 
lite literature in their own na- 
courage what they. had no conception of, 


Cee 
dels | 


1 5 
80 | 5 : 4. 


Pope by Walſh and V ycherley, nen- 3 
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in another which they did not underſtand. 


But this was of little confequence in itſelf; * 


for letters having never enjoyed more than 
the countenance of the ſovereign. had been 


a great man, and a friend to liberty, be. 
ſides underſtanding our language but im- 
perfectly, was as great a Vandal in taſte as 


the reſt of his countrymen. But the fatal | 


blow, was given by the. violence of the 


Whig faction, which became then predo- Ws, 


minant z and forgetful of the lenity where- 
with themſelves had been, treated, and not 
contented with ſhutting up every avenue 


to preferment, whether in church or ſtate, 


againſt their adverſaries, attainted, proſerib- 


ed, baniſbed, and deſtroyed them all aa 


* 


J _ dep rived even of that, ever. . 
ſince the N 3 for William, though. 
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far as lay in their power; and amongſt them 
happened to be, not only far the greateſt 
ſhare of the wit, genius, and learning, 
then in the nation, but alſo the moſt mu- 
nificent patrons, encouragers and rewarders 
of them. And this blow was farther con- 
firmed; and 1 may ſay alrogother: rivetted- 
by the long and abſolute g government mg 5 
a fole miniſter, which ſdon after ſu ceeeded. 
A minifter, who knew no method of go 
vernment but corruption, no art of -perſuas- | 
ſion but proffering the dirty bribe, and 
could lay hold on no one paſſion or affection 
of the human breaſt, but avarice alone, 
the moſt ſordid of them all. It wWas no 
wonder that this man's adminiſtration, 
equally contemptible and inglorious, both 
at home and abroad, ſhould} rouze up 
againſt him all the wit and genius, which 
he and his faction had left in the nation. 
And it was an unavoidable conſequence, 
that He, who had no taſte himſelf, as plain- 
ly appeared from the choice of his literary 
champions and defenders, ſo profuſely. paid * 
out of the publick Treaſury, ſnould be an 
irreconcilcable enemy, and do all in his 
power 
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power to deſtroy That, which he knew 
was his mortal foe, and which actually 
wrought his down- fall as a miniſter at laſt. 
Beſides, the long and inglorious continu- 
ance of this man in power; was attended by 
another very pernicious effect. So violent 
were the diſputes and contention raiſed 
about him, and on his account, that the 
whole attention of the publick was diverted 
from every other object; and turned inta 
one channel, into that of politieks and party: 
wrangling and altercation, producing only 5 
temporary pieces, which as ſoon as: their: 
turn was ſerved; were thrown aſide like ſo 


* 


ns 


Exp 


many almanacks'or news- papers, and con- 


taining only materials for inflaming the 
paſſions, without any of that rational amuſe»... 
ment and inſtruction which every manwho ; 

takes a book, with an intention to Peng 35 
it, has a right to expect from i 1 
At laſt, thoſe party heats and animoſi- : 
ties having in a great meaſure ſubſided, | 
more from wearineſs and the want of pro- 
per objects to wreak themſelves. on, than 
from ſatiety or any other better cauſe ; and 
all the great men who had flouriſhed 


_ 
| 
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in the queen's reign, being either dead;, . 


attainted, retired, or forgotten; and during 


the ignominious interval that followed, no; 


„ 
8 5 


capital work having been executed which 


might ſerve as a model of imitation, or 


great original and natural genius ariſen. 


whoſe authority might fix the attention and 


direct the judgment of the publick; it is 
not to be wondered at, if in theſe circum- 


ſtances ſomething happened to us, ſimilar 
to that which befel the Romans, when 


their licentious republick had degenerated 
into a moſt deſpotick tyranny, andall their 


party diſputes and diſtinctions had been 
annihilated under the domination of their 


emperors : I mean, that a parcel of Shiners, - 


and Lexiphaneſes, and Paradox-mongers, 
ſhould ariſe, and ſeizing an almoſt empty 


ſtage, by their vapouring and huffing, and 
that petulance and impudence, ſo very na- 
tural, to them, and by exhibiting ſomething 
to the publick, that appeared novel and ; 
ien, in ſhort, ſomething that had not 
been ſeen before, ſhould acquire a repu- 


5 tation, which, however ill W at 


fürſt. 
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Hence the fame of an A——de, of a J n, 
and yf 
. pr 


nt, mention. And hence the modern 


s better and chaſter manner by which he 


dotage, a perfect Lexiphanes, and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well in that way, that he is no 


longer known by his Univerſal Paſſion, but 


by his Night T. Houg his, at leaſt his works 


are generally advertiſed under that title. 


i Og 
; feſt, may now be very difficult to deſtroy. ; 


any others, whom I ſhall not, at 
utation of a Young, who forgetring 


had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, even when Steele 
and Addiſon, Swift and Pope, were in the 
vigour of their faculties, became, in his 
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I have inſiſted the longer on this ſecond 7» . 


- cauſe of the declenſion of letters among 


us, as it ſeems peculiar to ourſelves. 1 
proceed now to the third and laſt cauſe, 8 


which is however become univerſal. And 


_ that is the change which the art of printing 


has introduced into the ſtate of letters, and 


which, as managed at preſent, not only 
prevents their improvement, but alſo their 


continuance in purity and ſimplicity, - and 


even haſtens and brings on their degene- 


racy. 
of 
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racy. It has, indeed, been of the moſt 
eminent uſefulneſs, by multiplying and 
diſperſing all the ancients which had 
eſcaped the ravages of time and barbarous | 
nations, as well as all thoſe. moderns who 
truly deſerve the name of Claſſicks in any 
language, in ſuch a manner, that their 
- loſs ſeems now to be impoſſible, and that 
they can only be deſtroyed by the laſt pangs 
and dying convulſions of. nature. But the 
> change which it has brought about in the 
trade of Bookſelling, and alſo its having 
: made Authorſhip itſelf a ſort of trade, 
have been attended, eſpecially i in this free 
and commercial country, wittFinconveni- 
encies, balancing, in a great meaſure, 
thoſe mighty advantages. Certainly, be- 
fore the invention of printing, Bookſelling 
was a very honourable and uſeful piofeſ- 
Gon; and at that time, and long after- 
ee, it became ſtill more ſo. Book- 
ſellers anti Printers, who ſeem then to 
have been one and the ſame perſons, were, 
in fact, the great reſtorers of learning, and 
the moſt learned men in the world them- 


ſelves; for the beſt: editions ve. have now 
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of a Claſſicks, and many other works, 
were pub liſhed, not only at their.Expence, 
but under their care and reviſal. But tho* 8 

this profeſſion may be ſamewhat degene- 
x 1 from what it originally was, and fe, 
who are now engaged in it may be ſuch 
learned men and ſuch capable judges, "I 
1 productions, as many were a i 
- firſt invention of printing; yet Book 
are ſtill æqually uſeful, indeed as he 
ble as any other merchants W hatev 0 . 
- cially: thoſe who follow that: oc pation, 5 
only, and remain contented within theif 
former limits, or even where they proceed 
one ſtep farther, and purchaſe, at a price 
: * agreed on, the right of a copy from any 
gentleman who ſhall offer it for ſale to 
tem. But when once they commence, 
not authors, but book- makers and ,manu- | 
| FaQQurers, literary projectors and wnder- 
takers, and for that purpoſe hire:labourers 
and journeymen to work under themg'who 1 
are, indeed, very improperly ſtiled authors, j 
it is then that they become highly perni- 
cious, and even entirely deſtructive Naas 
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In the firſt place, the yearly, monthly, ” 
ty men daily lumber and traſh which 
they are continually diſperſing, in immenſe 
8 leads among the people, under the titles of 
Journals, Magazines, Muſeums, Miſcella- 

nies, Records, &c. every one of which, ac 
cording to them, contains more in quantity 
than another, and are all compoſed by 
authors of the firſt eminence; together 
with thoſe innumerable hiſtories and com- 
pailations of all ſorts, retailed every Satur- 
day night in ſixpenny portions, and that 
infinite variety of Dictionaries and Ency 
cälopedias of Arts and Sciences, by which 
they fritter learning to tatters, and afford 
but an empty ſuperficial ſmattering at beſt; 
I ſay, all theſe productions, which are pro- 
ʒjected and ſupported, and even it may be 
_- aid, created by Bookſellers, are attended 
with this very bad conſequence : that moſt 
readers, ſeduced by curioſity, the perpe- 
tual puffing of News- papers, and a ſilly 
notion that the laſt writers on any ſubject 
muſt be the beſt, their minds being clog- 
ged and vitiated with this garbage, not 
oa loſe all reliſh of, the, old approved 
rl writers, 
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writers, in which alone are to be found 
che true and ſolid principles of learning 
and ſcience, but alſo loath and reject them 
Juſt as a  green-ſickneſs girl, when gorged 
with chalk and traſh, nauſeates the niceſt 
Aainties ſet before her at a regular meal. 
, And in the ſame proportion, that the oldet 
1 writers are neglected, modern original 
compoſition is diſcouraged. For in the 
days of our anceſtors, every young writer 
who ventured a new performance abroad 
into the world, which ſeemed to promiſe 
any thing, was always ſure of, at leaſt, 
one fair and impartial hearing from the 
public; and if he merited the attention 
he claimed, he met with his reward; if 
not, the worſt puniſhment he had to dread, 
was being neglected and forgotten, But 
We, their Sons, are grown much wiſer, as 
well as infinitely more cautious: the great- 
eſt number now-a- days, will not ſo mueh _ 
as caſt their eyes on a new production, 
unleſs, it may be, a Romance or a Novel 
manufactured fdr a circulating library, till 
they have conſulted their monthly Ordalan, 
A Magazine, a Muſeum, or a Review, and 
J oe have 
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have ſeen what judgment i is paſt upon 1. 
by that Labourer whoſe taſk it happens to 
be, or who has that particular branch of 
the manufactory, under which it falls, al- 
- lotted to him by his maſter and employer, 
the bookmaker. F urther, from the cha- 
rafters of thoſe who make up this peri- 
odical ſtuff; for what man of any abilities, 
whether natural or acquired, will ever 
ſtcop ſo low, unleſs compelled by meer 
neceſſity, when the conſciouſneſs of that, 
and of the unworthy manner wherein 
he proftitutes his talents, will probably 
render -him a worſe performer than the 
heavieſt drudge? and likewiſe, from the 
manner in which it is made up, always 
againſt a ſtated day, which renders impoſ- 
_ fible the obſervance of Horace's rule, not 
even in nonam diem, ſeldom in nonam horam, 
no alteration, no erazement, no rejecting, 
Ho waiting for the lucky moment, but 
away it muſt come, generally as wet from 
the brain as from the preſs; from all 
- which circumſtances, I affirm, it is impoſ- 
fible that thoſe periodical publications can 
be other than crude inſipid traſh, or elſe, 
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what is worſe, vile affected Lexiphanick | 


fuſtian which diffuſe and eſtabliſh a bad taſte 


wherever their circulation. cx and. 


that may be called univerſal. 


In the next place, by thoſe arts and 
Practices ſo long continued and fo often. 


repeated, the very name of author is be- 
come a term of ridicule and contempt. . I 
doubt not but this very circumſtance alone: 


may have deterred many perſons of rank 


and fortune from appearing in that chatac- 


ter; together, perhaps, with their appre- 


henſions of the petulant ill-manner'd cen- 


ſures of our monthly Criticks. And here L 
cannot paſs by theſe. gentlemen, without 


| ſpending a word or two on their practices. 0 


They would fain paſs upon us as literary 


Doctors and Phyſicians, as diſcoyerers of. 
all defects and imperfections i in works of 


learning, genius and wit. I ſhall neither 
diſpute their pretenſions, nor queſtion 
their {kill in their calling. But methinks 


it is ſufficient mortification and even pa- 


niſhment for a poor man, who fondly con- 
ceits the compoſition he has juſt put to the- 
N will be univerſally. TENG: and admired, 
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and excite the attention of all the wiſe and 
learned, to find it, when it comes abroad, 
lie uncalled for, and altogether neglected 
in his bookſeller's warchoulſe. The natu- 
ral death of all dull and unſucceſsful au- 
thors, is to doſe away, inſenſible, in a 
lethargy. And this uſed to be their fate 
till that happy period, when bookſellers. 
became book-makers, projectors, and ma- 
nufatturersof literary Journals and Reviews. 
But what ſhould we ſay of a Phyſician, 
who, after having paſt ſentence of death 
on a patient, and ſeeing him fall into a 
lethargy, a mortal ſymptom, and the na- 
tural conſequence of his malady, ſhould, 
be at great pains to awake him out of it, 
only to ſtretch him on the rack, and make 
him expire in torture and agony; and then 
brag, as an inſtance of his profound ſkill 
in prognoſticks, that no-body whom 
he had thus tortured ever ſurvived it? 
Poſſibly we might not be able to contro- 
vert that ſkill, but we ſhould aſſuredly 
think him barbarouſly and wantonly cruel, 
Juſt ſo is the general practice of our mo- 
dern Criticks, But to return; that back- 
5 _ wardneſs 
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wal which men of independent. Cir-- 
cumſtances diſcover to appear as writers, 
is of worſe conſequence to Letters than 
may be imagined. For whatever our 
Lexiphaneſes and profeſſed authors may 


ſay to the contrary, I cannot help Fn 


of opinion, that the acknowledged ſuperi- 
ority of the ancients over us 1 is 
leſs owing to the ſuperiority of the lan- 
guages they wrote in, than to that of 
their external circumſtances; for they 
c were, almoſt without exception, Mt” of 
them men of diſtinguiſhed quality, for- 


tune and conſideration in the ſtate, inti- 


mately converſant, and deeply engage ws 
the moſt important publick concerns. 


But I am inſenſi bly got into a canes. 


and among a ſet of company, Bookf*llers, * 
or rather Book-makers and their Labour- 
ers, very improper for the. grave and ſe- 
rious air which this diſſertation has hither-- 
to aſſumed; therefore I ſhall. willingly take 
my leave af them at preſent ; for belides_ 
- purſuing the plan of this Dialogue ſome=- 
what further, I have already handled' them, 


in a fitter and perhaps 2 4 more agreeable: : 
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manner, in another: Dialogue, entitled, 
The Sale of authors, the hint of which, I 
need not inform the learned reader, is 
taken from Lucian's Au#ion of the Lives 
of the Philoſephers, and which. I may pub. 
Tiſh alſo, ſhould this attempt meet with a. 
favourable reception from the publick “. 
And now having had occaſion to mention: 
the name of this illuſtrious ancient once 
more, I cannot but-obſerve on the peculiar: 
felicity that attended the Greek, the lan- 
guage he wrote in, which continued from: 
his days upwards to thoſe of Homer, and 
we know not how long before, a period of 
at leaſt a thouſand years, in a ſtate of the 
utmoſt purity. And I cannot, for my 
heart, conceive there is any extravagance 
in hoping that our own Tongue may be 
equally happy for as long a time, at leaſt, 
as long as our iſland mall! remain, or our 
government ſubſiſt in its preſent form. Im 
ſhort, none of thoſe cauſes which operated 
fo powerfully on the corruption of the 
Roman Tongue, and at laſt wrought the 
deſtruction both of that and the Greek, 
| ſeem at all to threaten, us. We have now 
See Sale of Authors, lately publiſhed. 

a Prince 


POSTSCHI ET: 75 
a Prince on the ehirons; who is a Biltvits 
born, and who glories in the name, and. 
we have the faireſt proſpect of an uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion of fuch Princes. Our 
government ſeems to be fixed on ſo ſecute- 
a baſis, and ſo equally balanced, that we: 
have no reaſon: to fear its degenerating 
either into Tyranny or Anarchy; andour- 
| ſituation as an iſland, together with our 
almoſt invincible power at ſea, moſt effec«- 
tually ſecures us from conqueſts or inva- 
ſions, or even hurtful intermixtures with. 
foreign and barbarous nations. So thay it 
ſhould ſeem we have nothing to apprehend. 
for. our language, but from our own levity 
and wantonneſs, our ridiculous fondnefs- 
for vain and fantaſtick ornaments, and a 
falſe brilliancy of ſtyle. It was this which. 
had crept into the Greek in Lucian's time; 
which begun the corruption of the Ro- 
man Tongue, and which now threatens. 
to corrupt our own. But ſeeing that in. 
glory and renown, and almoſt in extent 
of dominion, we rival the Greeks and the 
Romans, and excel them far in the wiſdom 


of our laws, and! in the conſtitution of ours 
| goverts | 
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government, methinks it ſhould be the 
e ambition, and it would be a laud- 
able one, of our princes and great men, 
and all thoſe whoſe ſuperior talents and 
ſituation 1 in life enable them to guide and 
direct the taſte of the public, to manage 
jt ſo that we might continue to rival them 
allo 1 in Letters and 1 in Arts, which we can 
never expect to do, but by preſerving « our 
language pure and uncorrupted. 
I. ſhould now take my leave of Doctor 
eee a title which it ſeems has been 
lately conferred. upon him in the News- 
papers, and is, indeed, a very good name, 
either to travel with or advertiſe by. But 
ſome of my friends have inſiſted upon it 
in a very peremptory manner, that after 
ſo much gravity and ſolemnity as is diſ- 
played i in this Poſtſcript, and in the Advice 
or rather Sermon addreſſed to all authors in 
the perſon of Lexiphanes, I ſhould adopt 
the practice of a certain judicious Critick 
and Manager, whoſe invariable rule it has 
been, after having exerted all his Powers 
in the exhibition of any of thoſe deep diſtreſs- 
4 dramatic pieces which he. has ſo charit- 
1 ” 


hen 


ably midwifed | into the world, to Alti 
his audience in good humour at laſt, and 
to baniſh, all the thoughts of hanging, 
drowning, or ſhooting, which ſo many in 
this country are apt to entertain without 
any provocation at all, by a moſt witty and 
facetious Epilogue of his own'compoling. 


They have likewiſe enforced this advice, 


by an authority, the greateſt to me in the. 
world, I mean by the example of my own. 


hero, Dr. —=n himſelf, who frequently. 
| qualifies the fernneſs of his Philoſophy, and- 
the diſciplinarian moroſeneſs of his diftatorial- | 


inſtruction with the irre/ftable charm of raſh 
facetiouſneſs and flowing hilarity. 


In ſhort, they have made it a point wats 
me, that after ſo much formal gravity, I 


ſhould exbibit all my powers to kindle up ſuch. 
an undiſtinguiſhable blaze of merriment, and. 


raiſe ſuch an unintermitted;ſtream of jocularity,, 
as to convulſe a large company of readers with 


uni verſal laughter, and. make them diſturb: 
whole neighbourhoods with the WEI on of 


their apes. 
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- he has unluckily miſtaken Doctor ] 
real aim and intention -in compiling his 


ing from thence the real and 


But alas I poſſeſs no ſuch powers of 
merriment and Bilarity; nay, I am really- 
afraid, that the following Letter, which 


fell accidentally i into my hands, and which 


1 have inſerted at their requeſt, tho? againſt 
my own judgment, will produce effects 
quite contrary to what they are pleaſed to 


expect from it. At leaſt I can ſafely ſay, it 
Had ſuch upon myſelf: for, as there is no 


reaſon to call in queſtion the genuineneſs 
and authenticity of it, nothing, I think, 
can raiſe the indignation of any man Shs 


Bas the leaſt ſpark of good-nature and hu- 


8 * 


manity in his boſom, ſo, much as to find 
that a worthy andi ingenious foreigner, who 


has lately come to reſide among us, and; 
who has done us the Honour to ſtudy our 


language, in the ſame manner as the moſt 
learned men in all ages have ſtudied the 


Greek and Latin, ſhould have been ſo 


barbarouſly and inhoſpitably treated by us; 


and that for no other reaſon, but becauſe 


Dictionary, and has thought he was learn- 
RE — 5 | 
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ing r ve our moſt common Words and 
Ent whilſt the Doctor was only diſplay- 
ing his own great wit and ingenuity, his 
diſintereſted patriotiſm,” and ſincere love 
For his country. x. 1 
I ſhall make 1 no d remarks, S 
tie] is an ample. field for them; but lave 
the unfortunate gentleman to. ſtate his 221 
cCaſe, and to ſpeak for himſelf. —_ 
The letter above-mentioned: was [> "RR 
ted to a Gentleman of great eminence in 
the Law, whoſe name I am not at liberty + 


1 reveal. Jt is as follows, verbatim a 
lreratim. . 1 


— » 
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E be one F Enches alt brett 
VX my grievance to you vor de adviſe, 
My occupation be to dreſſe and to frize de 
Hairs of de Ladies and de Jentilmans; and 
out of de pure affection vor de bon 1 
of Englande, and vor deir grand improve- 
ment, and dat dey make de better appear- 
ance, me leave my chere patrie, and come 
cover here. And me ave at de grand de- 
Penſe made one e purehaſe of de Dictionae 
ot 
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of 90 Doeur ; 


more facilement, and parle motejuſtement 


and proprement de Engliſh Tongus, But 
dat vilain Dictionaire ave ledẽ me into ver 
grand miſtake, and ave gotẽ me kicks, 
*cuffe, beats, and my teet drive down my 


troatẽ; and How me vant to know veder 


me can ave de action of de bent) vor my 
domage againſt dis Docteur 7 
Ave de patience, Monſieur, JT me mh 
telle you all my misfortune. Ven me ar- 
ire a Dover, me ave dans ma poche one 


| piece of de fine Bruſſel Lace, as a preſant 


vor Ruffle, or oder tings, for my ver 
good friend Madame la Ducheſſe of ——, 
But no ſooner me ſet footẽ on ſhore, but 
de grand vilain come, and he do ſearché me, 
and he take from me my Lace. I aſks 
him, Foutre, vat Diable be you, and vor 
vat you robe me? He telle me, he be one 
Officier of de Exciſe, and he do no more 
dan his duty. Den 1 lay, Foutre, dis be 
de hateful Taxe levied upon de Commo- 
ditẽ, and you be de Vretche hire by doſe 
to vom Exciſe be pays. Den he enter in 
2 grand colere, and he ſtrikẽ me, and 
> | breake 


z 


a 5 in reg Didzomgre.of de Dodeur 


F duc be din ei end. de Docs 
teur Ju bot. 


* 1 . 


my headẽ brokẽ ; and now I go vor I 
des in de Diligence, and de ver nent 
day go to Monſieur SAY, and deſirs 
Him to put in de Gazetteer, as 
ticle of Nouvelles; Dar laſt nights a 
from- Parie, Monſieur Dugard de Bel 
etẽte, to dreſſẽ and to frize de Haits Gf 
of all his ver good friends de Nobleſſe of 
Englandẽ, dat he ave his habitation at as... 
Gridiron, i in Broad St. Giles's, and dat he 
will yait on de Ladies and Jentlemans at at 
deir own | houſe, But Monfieur, SAY 
tella me, ver civillement dat he wut 0 


de Money from me, vor dat de Gauvet exns, 


ment chargẽ to hime, and ma 
Den 1 tella him, 1 ſee t 


* Kees,” A hateful tax 6; vied vptia ddI- 
ties, and adjudged not by the common. judge of 
S, but wretches hired by thoſe to whom. 

be pune =: Jouxsok's Dieriov ebb 
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Ver well, dus | Joſs'x my Lack; and ave 
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de one Bougre o 


vor one coup of Liqueur, and do er 
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. way" BY Je Di h 
the utmoſt Infamie, 
and dat you be one Vretcé hire to juſtifie 


de Cour. Monſieur S AV demande of 


me, vor vat I affronte him in his own 


propre defence, but Monſieur 8 A take 
my ſordẽ from me Begar, and break it 
over my headé, and den he an uy Dine 


| kicks me down ſtairẽ 1 ͤ ůàwß 5 fo) 
After dis, to refteſhẽ and recruits. Frum 


ſpirit, I go to one Beer-houſe, and do call . 


into converſation vit one Jentleman dat was 
fuming his pipẽ at de fireſide, and dis en · 
emen ave but one eye, one lege, and ne 
And de grand conteftation and de 
ver 0 vords ariſe about de gloire of de 
grand Monarche, and of de Franche na- 
tion, and de Jentleman demande of me, 
Vit 1 be? I tella him, I be one Marquis 
of France, and one Chevalier of de order 


of St. Louis; and den demande of Ms . 


ba Ys 1 hh was 1 a 8 of ah = 
wo inſamy, being uſually applied to . * 


+ keie hired. — the Co urte 
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one S of \ Var. dat hs 
loſe: one eye at Cape Breton, one armè in 
the combat vit Mon/ieur Conflays, and one 
- gẽ ar Martinique, and dat he live at pre- 
ſent on his half. Pay, and dat hel ave, be- 
ide, one ſmall penſion of Tirty, Livre ſter- 
Ain a year. Den Tay to him; Jan Foutre, 
I be my on Matrẽ, but you be one. ſlave 
hirẽ to obey your Matrẽ; Docteur 1 
tella me ſo , and dat you be one Traitre 
to your country Begar. De Jentleman ſay 
noting, but vit his ſtumpẽ knocke me 
down, and dnss tree N Ty teet dowkh 
my trondE; + +54 25 . 
Ver vell, al dis rerun 1 lies one e mot 
in my. beds, and ven I be recovers, I ſee 
one morning one avertiſſement vor de Con- 
ſumers of Oats, to meet togeder at de Sun- 
T avern, Cheapſide, to conſults on deir 
ire V conſult de grand Dicti- 
—— n, and 1 ſee 


* a "An ance made to any one with- # I wg W 


out an equivalent. In England it is generally un- 
derſtood to mean pay given to a ſtate ſhreling for 
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I be took up for dead, and do keep wy : 


F fil de Jed deen aer drinks 
edgr in dis country! Begar I vill go 


ſee dis Mervielle. Vell, I goto de Gaberet 
at de hour, and ſee ver few Scott 
and ver many Engliſhmans, but not one 
Hlorſeẽ nor one Mare. - I vait long time, 


and at laſt I ſay to ſome, dat I tought vere 


Engliſhmans, by deir broad face and. deir 
great belly: Vat ] entlemens be all your 


Horſẽ ſickẽ, or take phyſickẽ, dat you came 
here in deir place, and be de repreſentatiye 
of de Horſe ? But dey tinkẽ I do affronts 


dem, and dey d—n my, eyes, and kicks 


me, and cuſſẽ me, and bruiſe me ſo, dat 


bedẽ ever ſinſ c. 
But, Monſieur my Apoticaire tella me, | 
time one greater ſlavẽ to his — and 
ten timẽ one greater Traitrẽ to his country 
dan de Lieutenant of de * of Var vir 


-. "Gas, A * which 
ly given to horſes,. 888 in 
prop! e. | & 44 
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one eye, one armẽ; abd one leg 5 vo t 
he ave got one penſion, of Tree Hundred 


Livre ſterlin a year, vor de vriting of de 
nonſenſe and de grand ſtuffẽ; vereas wn 


. poor Lieutenant dat loſe one half of in- 
. ſelfe, 1 inde ſervice. of his country,. got 5 
but Tirty. Derefoi 2 Mania, ana ligs: | 
Ami, I beſeecha you to. file-one bills in 
Chancery againſt dis ſaid Docteur 8— 1 
J, vor dat He, vit his vilain Dicti- 
onaire, vilfully and vit malice propenſe, 
"ave cheats, derte and abuſe me ſd, dat 5 
"Fave got my head and ſordẽ broke, my 
tert down my troatẽ, and myſelf 
ſo kicks, cuffẽ, and bruife, dat keep m/ 
beds, and ave loſẽ all my time and bugnefſs; 
and dat you will oblige him, de faid Doe |} 
teur S—--1 J——n, to make compenſation 
ſufficient to me, vor all my domage, out 
of de pay give to himé, as hireling of de 
ſtate vor treaſon to his country, and to der — 
mandẽ my pardon in the publique papier. 
and likeviſe to make de wee change 1 


in þ his DictionaireeG. 145 ND 
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Dictionary, new Edit. 4to; 18s. bound, 
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e Edit. 4 vol. amo. 128. bound. 128 

5. Barrowe's Collection of Voyages, with Cop- 
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 12mo. 41. 45. bound: 5 W 3 e 

. Cruden' $ Concordance to. the Bible, an new 
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